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Navigating the Process to Order a Real Driving License in Poland: A
Comprehensive Guide
For locals and expats residing in Poland, holding a legitimate chauffeur's license is typically a necessity. Whether
navigating the bustling streets of Warsaw or exploring the picturesque countryside of Lesser Poland, having the
flexibility to drive opens tremendous individual and expert opportunities.

Nevertheless, the administrative landscape of getting or exchanging a driving license can sometimes feel
overwhelming. This comprehensive guide offers a helpful summary of how people lawfully get, exchange, or
order a real driving license in Poland, making sure compliance with local regulations.

Comprehending Polish Driving License Categories
Before initiating any application, it is essential to understand the particular car category needed. The classification
system in Poland lines up with European Union standards.

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quad bikes 14 years A1/ A2/ A Bikes (varying from
light to heavy task) 16/ 18/ 24 years B Basic cars and trucks, vans, and light trucks (approximately 3.5 tonnes) 18
years C/ C1 Heavy products cars and large trucks 21 years (18 with CPC) D/ D1 Buses and traveler transportation
vehicles 24 years (21 with CPC) BE/ CE Combination cars (Cars/Trucks with heavy trailers) 18/ 21 years

Pathways to Acquiring a Polish Driving License
Depending on a person's present status-- whether they are a novice chauffeur, an EU person, or a non-EU
nationwide-- the process to secure a valid driving authorization varies considerably.

1. Novice Drivers (Local Residents)

Individuals who have actually never held a license should go through the basic Polish training and testing
pipeline:

Obtain a PKK (Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę): This is the Driver Candidate Profile, a distinct recognition
number needed before beginning any training.

Medical Examination: A qualified occupational doctor needs to clear the candidate physically and
emotionally.

Driving School (OSK): Complete the compulsory theoretical and useful training hours at an approved
driving school.

State Exams: Pass the state theoretical exam (managed by WORD - Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego)
followed by the practical driving test.

2. Exchanging a Foreign License

Expats relocating to Poland typically require to exchange their existing licenses for a Polish file. The rules depend
totally on the providing nation:
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EU/EEA Licenses: Valid EU licenses can normally be utilized till they end. However, holders can voluntarily
exchange them for a Polish license if they reside in the country long-lasting.

Non-EU Licenses (Vienna Convention): Countries that are signatories to the 1968 Vienna Convention
typically permit motorists to exchange their license for a Polish one after registering residency (meldunek)
and residing in Poland for at least 185 days. Generally, this requires submitting the foreign license, a
translation, and passing the theoretical exam.

Other Non-Countries: Individuals from countries outside the Vienna Convention must normally go through
the full Polish training and screening process from scratch.

Step-by-Step Guide to Processing and Ordering the Physical Card
Once the requirements (exams passed or exchange approved) are met, the physical file needs to be formally
purchased through the regional federal government workplace.

Action 1: Gather Required Documents

Completed application type (available at the office or online via Polska Platforma Usług Administracji
Publicznej - ePUAP).

Proof of identity (passport or house card/Karta Pobytu).

Existing biometric photo (35x45 mm).

Medical certificate validating the absence of health contraindications.

Existing driving license (if suitable for exchange).

Confirmation of payment for the license issuance.

Action 2: Submit the ApplicationThe application must be sent to the local authority having jurisdiction over
the applicant's location of home:

Urząd Miasta (City Hall) for city locations.

Urząd Gminy (Commune Office) or Starostwo Powiatowe (County Office) for other regions.

Action 3: Pay the FeesApplicants should pay the official government fee for producing the plastic card.
Since current policies, the basic charge is 100 PLN, plus a little administrative issuance cost (typically around
0.50 PLN). Payments can be made straight at the workplace cashier or through bank transfer, attaching the
invoice to the application.

Step 4: Track and Collect

The production of the physical file is dealt with centrally by the Polish Security Printing Works ( Polska
Wytwórnia Papierów Wartościowych - PWPW).

The standard processing time ranges from 2 to 4 weeks, though it may take longer if verification of a
foreign license is required.

Applicants can track the status of their order online utilizing the government portal info-car. pl by
entering their PESEL number, birth date, and surname.

Once ready, the candidate go back to the workplace to collect the physical card, typically surrendering
their old or foreign license in the process.

Important Considerations and Legal Warnings



When navigating the system to order or get a genuine driving license in Poland, applicants should keep a
number of crucial points in mind:

Residency Requirement: Poland strictly enforces the "185-day guideline." Applicants need to show typical
residency in Poland (living there for a minimum of 185 days in each calendar year) due to individual or expert
ties.

Beware of Fraudulent Offers: There are unauthorized online entities and scammers claiming they can "buy
a real driving license in Poland" without exams, medical checks, or main federal government treatments.
These deals are completely unlawful.

Legitimate Polish driving licenses are biometric documents featuring innovative security aspects
(holograms, microprint, RFID chips) signed up straight into the official national database ( CEPIK -
Centralna Ewidencja Pojazdów i Kierowców).

Getting a document outside official channels constitutes a severe criminal offense under the Polish Penal
Code, leading to extreme legal effects, heavy fines, and prospective imprisonment.

Securing a genuine driving license in Poland is a straightforward, albeit governmental, process when approached
through main legal channels. Whether beginning fresh as a trainee motorist or transitioning an international
permit into a European Union standard document, preparation is crucial. By gathering the correct medical
clearances, understanding classification restrictions, and sending applications straight to the appropriate
municipal offices ( Urząd), vehicle drivers can safely and legally struck the Polish roadways with full confidence.


