
A Writer's Take on the Best Journaling Notebooks
from LeStallion
I have been through more notebooks than I care to count. Moleskines with pages that bleed
through, cheap spirals that fall apart, and pretty hardcovers that sat on my shelf because they
felt too precious to write in. My search for the right journal has been a long one, driven by a
simple need: a place where my thoughts can land without friction. That is why I was curious
about LeStallion, a company that makes a bold claim with their tagline: "A journal that actually
inspires your productivity." After spending several weeks with a few of their notebooks, I can
say the claim holds up. Here is my honest take on why their notebooks stand out and how to
choose the right one for your own workflow.

What makes a journal productive? For me, it is about removing every barrier between a thought
and the page. If the paper is too thin, I stop writing on the back of the sheet. If the binding is
stiff, I avoid opening it. If the cover feels flimsy, I don't take it out of my bag. The best journaling
notebooks from LeStallion address all of these pain points with thoughtful design. They are not
just blank pages bound together; they are tools built for real use, day in and day out.
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Why Paper Quality Matters More Than You Think
The first thing I noticed about LeStallion notebooks is the paper. It is thick, at least 100 gsm,
which means I can use a fountain pen, a gel pen, or even a heavy marker without worrying
about bleed-through. I tested a few pages with a Pilot Metropolitan and a Noodler's ink, and the
reverse side was completely clean. That might sound like a small detail, but when you are in
the middle of a brainstorming session or a journaling habit, the last thing you want is to flip a
page and see ghosting from the previous entry. It breaks the flow.

LeStallion uses what they call "fountain-pen friendly" paper, and it is not a marketing gimmick.
The surface has a slight tooth that catches the ink just enough to give your handwriting a bit of
texture, but it is smooth enough to keep your pen moving fast. That balance is hard to find.
Most notebooks lean one way or the other: too slick and the ink pools, too rough and your hand
tires. LeStallion gets it right.

Binding and Layout: Built to Stay Open
Another frustration I have had with other journals is the binding. A notebook that snaps shut
while you are writing is a constant annoyance. LeStallion notebooks lie flat from the first page
to the last. They use a lay-flat binding, which means the spine is flexible enough that you can
open the book fully without cracking the spine. That may seem like a luxury, but after using one
for a few weeks, I can tell you it makes a real difference. You can write in the margins without
fighting the curve of the page, and scanning back through previous entries is easy because the
pages stay where you put them.



Inside, the layout options are thoughtful. Most of their notebooks offer a mix of dotted, lined,
and blank pages. I prefer dotted for bullet journaling and free-form notes, but I have friends
who swear by the lined version for long-form writing. The grid is light enough to guide your
hand without dominating the page. There are also numbered pages, which I did not think I
needed until I started referencing old entries. Now I cannot imagine going back to unnumbered
pages.

The Build That Survives Real Life
I carry a notebook in my bag every day, and I am not gentle with it. It gets tossed in with a
laptop, a water bottle, and assorted receipts. LeStallion notebooks have held up well. The



hardcover variants have a sturdy cover that resists dents and scuffs. The softcover options are
lighter and more flexible, but still robust enough to handle daily abuse. The elastic closure band
on some models keeps the book shut without damaging the pages, which is a nice touch if you
tend to shove things into your bag quickly.

I also appreciate the small details: a ribbon bookmark sewn into the spine, a back pocket for
loose notes or cards, and a smooth, slightly textured cover that feels good in the hand. These
are not revolutionary features, but they are the kind of things you notice when a notebook is
designed by someone who actually writes. LeStallion seems to understand that a journal is a
companion, not just a product.

How to Choose the Right LeStallion Notebook for You
LeStallion offers several models, and the best one for you depends on how you write. Here is a
quick breakdown based on my experience:

Hardcover Classic: Best for desk use and heavy writers. The hardcover gives you a
solid writing surface anywhere, and the 200-page count means it lasts a long time. I
use this one for my daily work notes and project planning.

Softcover Flex: Better for carrying around. It is lighter and takes up less space in a
bag. The cover bends without creasing, and the pages stay flat. I reach for this one
when I am traveling or journaling on the go.

Pocket Notebook: Perfect for quick lists, ideas, and sketches. It fits in a jacket pocket
or a small bag. The paper quality is the same as the larger notebooks, so your
fountain pens still work. I keep one in my car for random thoughts.

Each model comes in dotted, lined, or blank. If you are unsure, start with dotted. It gives you
the most flexibility: you can write in straight lines, draw tables, or sketch diagrams without any
printed lines getting in the way.



LeStallion also offers a few limited edition covers and colors. The designs are subtle and
professional, nothing flashy. I prefer the dark green hardcover, but a colleague of mine loves
the navy softcover. Pick whatever makes you want to open it every day. That is the real point.

Where the Best Journaling Notebooks from LeStallion Fit in Your
Routine
After using these notebooks for a few months, I have found that the Best journaling notebooks
from LeStallion are not just for journaling in the traditional sense. They work for bullet
journaling, project planning, creative writing, and even as a daily log for work. The key is that
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the notebook itself never gets in the way. You can focus on your thoughts instead of worrying
about the tool.

I have also noticed that the quality of the notebook affects how often I write. When I used
cheaper notebooks, I would skip days because the experience was not pleasant. The paper felt
rough, the pen skipped, and the pages did not lie flat. With LeStallion, I look forward to sitting
down and writing. That might sound like a small shift, but over time it builds a consistent habit.
And consistency is what turns a notebook into a productivity tool.

One thing to keep in mind: LeStallion notebooks are not cheap. They cost more than a standard
composition book, but the build quality and paper justify the price. If you are serious about
writing regularly, consider it an investment in your own productivity. A notebook that lasts six
months and actually makes you want to write is worth more than six cheap notebooks that you
abandon after a week.



Final Thoughts on the Best Journaling Notebooks from LeStallion
I have tested a lot of notebooks, and the Best journaling notebooks from LeStallion rank
among the top for anyone who values paper quality, durability, and thoughtful design. They are
not perfect for everyone if you need a spiral binding or perforated pages, look elsewhere. But if
you want a blank canvas that stays out of your way and actually encourages you to write,
LeStallion delivers.

At the end of the day, a journal is only as good as the habit it supports. LeStallion builds
notebooks that make that habit easier to start and easier to keep. Whether you are a seasoned
journaler or someone who has never finished a notebook in your life, their lineup offers



something that will fit your style. Pick one, open it, and start writing. That is the only way to find
out if it works for you.


