Prepare a yard brief by describing how you want to use the space before choosing individual features. List the
routes you need to keep open, the areas you want to enjoy and the existing planting or
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you want considered. Keep the brief short enough to use during a conversation.

Describe the everyday use

Explain who uses the yard and what you would like to do there. Mark the entrance, a seating area you are
considering and the places where you want to retain open space. Separate an essential requirement from a
preference. Ask the landscape contractor which parts of the brief need more detail before a proposal can be

prepared.

Bring the questions you cannot answer yourself

Use photographs to show the areas you want discussed, including any concern about access or water collecting
on the property. Ask what further assessment is needed rather than deciding on a particular solution in advance.
If your ideas involve new paving or a change to planting, discuss how those choices relate to the surrounding

space.

Discuss the whole project sequence

Ask which decisions belong in the initial proposal and which depend on later selections. If the work may happen
in stages, request a description of what each stage includes and what will remain unfinished between visits.
Confirm the arrangements you need to make before work begins, such as access and the protection of items you

want to retain.

Plan the handoff

Before choosing a proposal, discuss the maintenance you are prepared to arrange after installation. Ask what
instructions will accompany the work and which follow-up questions should go to the contractor. Review the
proposal against your yard brief, checking that your main priorities have been addressed and that unresolved

choices are identified.

R & G Almanza Landscape Inc provides landscaping and landscape design services.

Prepare the next property discussion

Use this discussion guide alongside the notes for your own property. For “Prepare a Yard Brief Before Meeting a
Landscape Contractor”, identify the first question that needs an answer and record which part of the brief it
affects. Keep that answer with the current proposal so the next conversation starts from the same description of

the work.
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