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There is no single Washington legal threshold that automatically turns every car accident into a "serious"
personal injury claim. In practical terms, a claim becomes more significant or complex when the collision
causes substantial injuries, prolonged medical treatment, lasting limitations, meaningful lost income,
disputed liability, insufficient insurance, Puyallup Personal Injury Lawyer or other consequences that extend

well beyond the immediate crash.

For people injured in Puyallup and the surrounding Puget Sound area, recognizing those factors can help
determine when a routine insurance claim may require closer legal and factual analysis. John Forsythe

focuses heavily on car accident claims as part of his personal injury practice at Campbell Barnett PLLC.

The Nature and Duration of the Injury

A claim may become more serious when an injury requires emergency treatment, specialist care, surgery,

rehabilitation, injections, extended therapy, or other significant medical intervention.

Duration matters too. An injury that resolves quickly presents different issues from one that causes
symptoms for months or years. Permanent impairment, scarring, loss of mobility, chronic pain, neurological
symptoms, or other long-term effects can increase both the complexity of the medical evidence and the
importance of accurately documenting future needs.

Future Medical Care or Lasting Limitations

When doctors expect future treatment, the claim may need to account for more than the bills already
incurred. The analysis can involve future appointments, procedures, rehabilitation, medication, medical

equipment, or other care supported by the medical evidence.

Long-term restrictions can also affect ordinary activities. A person may have difficulty lifting, driving,
standing, sitting, sleeping, exercising, caring for children, maintaining a home, or participating in work and

recreation. Those effects should be documented accurately rather than treated as an afterthought.


https://uniform-wiki.win/index.php/How_Insurance_Companies_Evaluate_Car_Accident_Injury_Claims_in_Washington
https://puyallupcaraccidentlaw.com/

Significant Lost Income or Reduced Ability to Work

A collision that causes someone to miss several days of work is different from an injury that prevents a
return to the same job for an extended period. Serious claims can involve substantial wage loss, reduced

hours, loss of overtime, inability to perform physical duties, or a change in long-term earning capacity.

Employment records, medical restrictions, pay information, tax records, and vocational evidence may
become important depending on the circumstances. Self-employed people may need business records or

other documentation to demonstrate how the injury affected income.

Disputed Fault or Multiple Responsible Parties



A claim can become more complex even when the injuries are clearly significant if the parties disagree about
who caused the crash. Evidence such as photos, witness statements, video, vehicle data, police records,
and expert analysis may become important.

Washington's comparative-fault law also matters. Under RCW 4.22.005, fault assigned to an injured claimant
can proportionately reduce compensatory damages. When fault is disputed, careful investigation can be just
as important as Car accident lawyer documenting the injuries.

Truck accidents and other commercial-vehicle collisions may involve additional parties, insurance policies,
employers, contractors, or business records. John Forsythe's personal injury services include both car
accident and truck accident matters.

Insurance Coverage Is Not Enough to Address the Loss

A serious injury can create a coverage problem when the at-fault driver's liability limits are lower than the
losses associated with the claim. In those situations, uninsured/underinsured motorist coverage, additional
policies, or other potential sources of recovery may need to be evaluated.

Coverage questions should be based on the actual policies and facts. The Washington State Office of the
Insurance Commissioner provides general information about uninsured and underinsured motorist claims,

but policy language and individual circumstances can change the analysis.

The Injury Changes Everyday Life

Medical bills are only one part of a personal injury case. A collision can affect independence, family

responsibilities, sleep, mobility, relationships, recreation, and the ability to participate in everyday activities.

Those effects are personal, which is one reason John Forsythe's approach emphasizes learning the client's
story rather than reducing the case to medical records and insurance paperwork. The firm's About page
explains that clients work directly with the attorney handling the claim and that the attorney remains

involved through evaluation, insurance communications, negotiations, and litigation when necessary.

The Insurance Company Challenges the Claim

A case may also become more serious when an insurer disputes liability, questions whether treatment was
related to the collision, challenges the extent of the injuries, or offers a resolution that does not account for
documented losses.

John Forsythe has approximately 15 years of legal experience, including prior defense-side experience. That
background can provide useful perspective into the issues insurers may examine when evaluating and

challenging injury claims.

Do Not Ignore Washington's Time Limit

Washington law generally provides a three-year limitation period for actions involving injury to a person
under RCW 4.16.080. A specific case can involve additional rules or deadlines, so the general three-year rule

should not be Puyallup car accident lawyer treated as a reason to delay investigating a claim.

Evidence is often easier to preserve closer to the date of the collision. Medical records, witness information,

photographs, employment records, and insurance documents can become more difficult to reconstruct as
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time passes.

When to Speak With a Puyallup Personal Injury Attorney

Consider getting legal guidance when a car accident causes significant injury, prolonged treatment, future
medical needs, major time away from work, permanent limitations, disputed fault, inadequate insurance, or

uncertainty about a proposed settlement.

John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Need

help after a crash? Speak with Puyallup car accident lawyer John Forsythe about your next steps.

John Forsythe handles personal injury and motor vehicle accident matters for Campbell Barnett PLLC, a
Puyallup firm that has served the community for generations. His practice emphasizes direct communication

and attorney involvement from the beginning of the claim through negotiation or litigation when necessary.

If you have questions about a serious car accident injury, you can review John's personal injury FAQ or

request a case evaluation.

This article provides general information and is not legal advice. Whether a claim is legally viable and what

compensation may be available depend on the evidence, applicable law, insurance coverage, and the

individual facts of the case.

John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Injured in

a car accident? Contact John Forsythe to discuss your case and learn about your legal options.
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