As the transfer window closed with a flurry of deals ahead of the deadline, Arsenal’s recent sale of young striker
Folarin Balogun has attracted widespread interest — not just for the fee involved but for the financial clauses
behind the scenes. One key question for fans and analysts alike is: when exactly will Arsenal receive their sell-

on payment, and what factors influence the timing of this payout?

Using the €50 million package reported for Balogun’'s move as a reference point, this article breaks down the
critical themes around sell-on payment timing in football transfers — including UEFA squad registration nuances,
deadline-day complexities, medical procedures, and the interplay between player consent and club-to-club

agreements.

Understanding the Arsenal Sell-On Clause on Balogun

Arsenal secured a sell-on clause when they agreed to sell Balogun, meaning they are entitled to a percentage of
any future transfer fee if the player is sold again. Sell-on clauses are common practice especially when clubs believe

in the balogun everton medical failed long-term potential value of a prospect they decide to cash in on sooner.

Typically, the percentage payout ranges between 10%-20% of the relevant transfer fee, although exact terms
remain private. For illustration, assuming a hypothetical 15% sell-on clause on a €50m transfer package, Arsenal’s

portion could be around €7.5 million.

Sell-On Payment Timing Explained

One crucial misunderstanding is the belief that sell-on payments happen instantly at deal announcement. In
reality, the timing of when Arsenal receives their payout depends on multiple transfer completion dynamics,
including:
* Transfer Completion Date: Payment acts are triggered only once the receiving club officially completes the
purchase, including submission and approval of registration paperwork.

e UEFA Squad Registration: According to UEFA rules, players must be registered by clubs to participate in

continental competitions. Use of the UEFA squad page (uefa.com) is a useful insight tool here.

* Medical Checks and Player Confidence: The player's successful medical and acceptance are vital. Problems

here delay contract finalization — and thus payment.

¢ Agreement Between Clubs vs Player Consent: While clubs often finalize financials first, player registration

cannot proceed without the player’s consent and contract signature.

Step 1: Agreement Between Clubs and Payment Terms

Once Arsenal and the purchasing club agree on the €50 million transfer fee package — inclusive of basic fee, add-
ons, and bonuses — the sell-on clause is triggered in principle. However, the actual transfer completion depends

on:

® The buying club’s payment being received by Arsenal in full or agreed installments.

* The finalization of the player's contract with the new club.

Clubs sometimes negotiate payment schedules, making a sell-on clause payment happen in tranches rather than

in one lump sum — especially for high-value deals like Balogun'’s.

Step 2: Player Medical Check — A Potential Bottleneck
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One of the final and critical hurdles before transfer completion is the medical examination. For deadline-day deals,
rapid medical testing can make or break confidence in the player’s fitness. If the medical reveals concerns, either

party may delay or cancel the transfer, thus postponing or nullifying any sell-on payout.

Players undergoing medicals typically experience pressure, affecting their mental readiness and confidence to sign.

Only after successful completion does the contract proceed, enabling registration.

Step 3: Player Registration and UEFA Squad Submission

UEFA's registration rules require clubs to name eligible players in their squad lists before specific deadlines,
especially for Champions League and Europa League campaigns. Arsenal, and the buying club, must comply with
these regulations — typically viewable through the UEFA squad page.

The buying club must officially register Balogun before he can compete continental; this registration step is only

possible post-contract signature and finalized transfer agreement.



Deadline-Day Transfer Complexities

Balogun'’s transfer completion timing fits the classic deadline-day transfer rhythm. Clubs rushing to finalize deals

face:

¢ Short timelines to complete medicals and paperwork.
* Risk of missing submission deadlines for UEFA squads.

® Potential last-minute negotiation of payment installments affecting sell-on payment timing.

Even when a deal is announced on transfer deadline day, UEFA or domestic league registration confirmation can

lag until the next day or later — delaying official payment triggers to Arsenal.

GFFN Transfer Report Insights

The GFFN transfer report, a trusted source for Ligue 1 and European transfer updates, highlights how incomplete
paperwork on deadline days frequently stalls final registration and payment kicks-offs. Reports detail Balogun’s
package as €50 million, signaling both the market's high valuation and the delicate balance of payment terms

Arsenal negotiated via the sell-on clause.

Summary Table: Key Milestones and Payments

Milestone Impact on Arsenal Sell-On Payment Typical Timeline Club-to-Club Transfer Agreement Sell-on clause
activated; percentage payout calculated on agreed fee Immediately upon agreement Player Medical & Contract
Signing Facilitates payment release; failure delays or cancels payout Within 1-3 days of agreement Player
Registration Submission (UEFA & Domestic) Confirms transfer completion for official transfer window; may trigger
installment payment rounds Concomitant with contract finalization, by UEFA deadlines First Payment or
Installment Receipt by Selling Club Arsenal receives first portion of sell-on clause payout linked to payment

schedule Days to weeks depending on agreement terms

Final Thoughts

The timing of Arsenal’s sell-on payment relating to Balogun’s €50 million transfer package hinges on a complex
interplay of transfer logistics. While the club-to-club agreement triggers the potential entitlement, Arsenal’s actual

receipt of funds is synchronized with:

* Transfer completion confirmed by official contract and registration.
® UEFA squad submissions and competition registration deadlines.

* Payment schedules agreed in the transfer contract, including possible installments.
Deadline-day dynamics, medical checks, and player consent can all influence how swiftly payment hits Arsenal’s

books. Monitoring tools like the UEFA squad page and updates from sources like GFFN transfer report provide

valuable real-time insights on transfer progress and registration status.

In short, Arsenal’s payday for their sell-on clause on Balogun is not just about a headline fee, but about railroad-

smooth transfer completion — and patience as the intricate machinery of football deals ticks forward.



