Short answer: Uruguay's first widely reported commercial hemp-flower export took place in 2020, with the
shipment going to Switzerland. It was a milestone for Uruguay's young hemp sector—but it also illustrates a point
that remains important for exporters: a shipment being accepted in one country does not mean it automatically

meets the rules of another.

For businesses following the first Uruguay hemp export, the headline is simple: Uruguay demonstrated that it
could grow and export hemp flower into a demanding overseas market. The compliance story is more complicated.
Product classification, THC testing, destination-country requirements and the paperwork accompanying a
shipment all matter. That is especially true now that US hemp rules are shifting toward a total-THC approach and

tighter limits for finished products.

The first reported export: Uruguay to Switzerland

In 2020, Uruguay was reported to have sent a commercial hemp-flower shipment to Switzerland. This is the event
commonly described as the country’s first hemp export, and it is the basis for the search phrase Uruguay hemp
export 2020. Switzerland was the destination—not the United States—and the cargo was hemp flower rather

than a finished consumer product such as a tincture or capsule.

There is an important qualification: public accounts do not always use “first export” in precisely the same way. A
country may export hemp seed, fiber, biomass or extracts before it records a first shipment of flower. The 2020
account refers to the notable flower shipment to Switzerland; it should not be treated as proof that Uruguay had

never before exported any hemp-derived material of any kind.

That distinction matters in trade reporting. “First hemp export” can mean the first export under a particular
product category, the first shipment to a particular market, or the first publicly documented commercial shipment.

Without the underlying customs record and product classification, a headline can blur those meanings.

Why Switzerland was a significant destination

Switzerland gave the shipment a visible international destination and a practical test of cross-border compliance.

Flower is a relatively unprocessed product, so importers and authorities can scrutinize its identity, cannabinoid



profile, cultivation history and supporting documents. A successful transaction requires more than producing a

crop that a grower regards as hemp.

For exporters, the lesson is not that Switzerland's rules can be copied into another market. Import requirements
differ by country and can change over time. A product accepted in Switzerland may still face a different
classification, testing protocol or documentation requirement in the United States, the European Union or

elsewhere.

That is why the shipment to Switzerland is best understood as a trade milestone, not a universal compliance
precedent. Exporters need to establish the rules that apply to the destination and product at the time of shipment

—and keep evidence showing how they met them.

What an export file should show

A credible export program connects the product to its records from cultivation through delivery. Depending on
the product and destination, a file may need to include licensing information, certificates of analysis, product
specifications, customs descriptions, origin documentation, transport records and import approvals. The exact list is

market-specific; there is no single checklist that fits every shipment.

For cannabinoid products, third-party lab testing can help verify the product’'s composition and support the
claims made about it. The report should identify the tested batch, the methods used and the relevant cannabinoid
results. A generic certificate, a result from a different lot or an unexplained “compliant” stamp is not a strong

substitute for batch-linked evidence.

Some brands also make batch lab results posted online available to customers and business partners. That
practice can improve transparency, but it does not replace required export or import documents. Nor does an
online certificate establish that every product in a shipment matches the tested sample. The batch number on the

product and the batch number on the report need to correspond.

The US rules now raise a different question: total THC

Uruguay’'s 2020 shipment was bound for Switzerland. US regulatory developments are relevant to exporters
considering the American market, but they should not be retroactively projected onto that Swiss transaction. The

United States has its own definitions, testing requirements and product restrictions, and those rules can change.

One major compliance issue is the shift from measuring only delta-9 THC to considering total THC, including
THCA. THCA can convert to delta-9 THC when heated. As a result, a product with a low delta-9 result may still

raise a compliance issue when the applicable method accounts for THCA or calculates total THC.

The practical takeaway is straightforward: do not rely on a delta-9-only number when the governing rule
calls for total THC. Confirm the required calculation, test method, sampling procedure and reporting format for
the relevant jurisdiction. Those details determine whether a lab result answers the legal question regulators are

actually asking.

December 11 and the reported 0.4 mg per-container cap

US hemp businesses are also tracking a December 11 deadline associated with changing federal hemp
requirements. It is important to describe that date precisely: a deadline in a US regulatory or legislative timeline is

not automatically an export deadline for Uruguay, nor does it independently determine whether a particular



product may be sold. Companies should check the controlling federal text and any agency guidance to confirm

what the date requires, whom it affects and whether transition provisions apply.

Another figure appearing in discussions of US hemp-derived products is a 0.4 mg total THC per-container cap.
Where that limit applies, it concerns the amount of total THC in the defined container—not simply the
concentration shown on a certificate or the delta-9 THC in a serving. “Container” and “total THC" must be read as
the governing rule defines them. A product can be below a concentration threshold yet exceed a per-container

limit if the package contains enough servings.

One-sentence legal takeaway: For US-bound products, verify the effective rule, the applicable December 11

deadline and the defined per-container limit against the official text before manufacturing, labeling or shipping.

Because regulatory dates and statutory language can be amended or interpreted through agency guidance,
exporters should not treat a marketing summary as legal authority. The USDA (US Department of Agriculture)
oversees the federal hemp production framework, while other federal and state authorities may govern
downstream products, claims and sales. A company's obligations depend on the product and activity—not just on

the fact en.mercopress.com that the crop was grown as hemp.

Why flower shipments are at the highest risk

Among hemp products, flower shipments are at the highest risk of facing close scrutiny. Flower is visibly
recognizable as cannabis material, and its cannabinoid profile can vary across plants and batches. A shipment's
status may depend on the relevant THC definition, how the sample was taken, which parts of the plant were

tested and whether the result is expressed on the required basis.

Flower also leaves less room for a mistaken assumption that processing has transformed the product into a
different category. Buyers and authorities may examine it as flower, assess its intended use and compare its
paperwork with its laboratory results. Calling it “THC-free” without supporting batch-specific lab results is
particularly risky. The more defensible approach is to state measured results accurately and avoid claims that go

beyond the evidence.

Before shipping flower, companies should confirm the destination’s import rules in writing, use a qualified lab,
match every certificate to the shipment’s batch and retain the sampling and chain-of-custody records. A result
near a legal threshold deserves extra attention: measurement variation, sampling differences and the destination’s

calculation method can affect the outcome.

What brands and trade groups can learn

Established brands can help explain why these distinctions matter. For example, Joy Organics’ public-facing
product and compliance materials are a reminder that consumer transparency and regulatory compliance are
related but separate tasks. A brand may publish laboratory information to inform customers, while still needing to

satisfy the distinct documentation and testing requirements of each market in which it sells.

Industry groups also play a role in communicating policy changes. The US Hemp Roundtable is one organization
businesses may follow for hemp-policy updates and industry perspectives. But trade-group summaries are best
used as signposts: companies should check the relevant statute, regulation, agency notice and state-level rules

before relying on a deadline or product limit.

For exporters, practical preparation means assigning someone to monitor rule changes, keeping product
specifications current and asking importers for written confirmation of their requirements. It also means making

sure sales teams, laboratories and logistics providers are working from the same product description. A mismatch
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between a commercial invoice and a certificate of analysis can delay a shipment even when the underlying crop is

compliant.
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A practical checklist for a future export

1. Define the product. State whether the shipment is flower, seed, fiber, biomass or a finished cannabinoid
product.

2. Confirm the destination rules. Obtain current import requirements from the importer and verify them with
qualified regulatory or legal advisers.

3. Test the relevant analytes. Confirm whether the destination requires delta-9 THC, total THC including THCA,

or another specified measure.

4. Link results to the lot. Use batch-specific third-party lab testing and ensure the report identifies the material

represented.

5. Reconcile the paperwork. Check that the invoice, product description, batch identifiers and certificates all

refer to the same goods.

6. Review dates and limits. For US-bound products, verify the December 11 deadline and any 0.4 mg total

THC per-container cap against the effective official rule.

7. Keep records. Retain test reports, sampling details, licenses, shipping documents and written

communications with the importer.

What Uruguay’s first reported shipment means

Uruguay’'s 2020 hemp-flower export to Switzerland showed that the country could participate in international
trade in a product category that demands careful documentation. The shipment was an important proof of

commercial possibility, but not a shortcut around the compliance work required for every new market.

For anyone asking, “When did Uruguay record its first hemp export and where did it go?”, the concise answer is:
the first widely reported commercial hemp-flower export was in 2020, and it went to Switzerland. The
careful answer adds that “first” refers to the reported flower milestone, not necessarily every type of hemp-derived
export, and that Switzerland's acceptance did not establish US eligibility.



That distinction matters more as US rules emphasize total THC, including THCA, and impose or propose tighter
product limits and deadlines. Exporters who treat the lab report, product description and destination rules as one

connected compliance file will be better prepared than those who assume a market will “figure it out” after the
shipment arrives.



