Planning a kids party on Long Island feels simple until the details start stacking up. Venues book fast, lawns slope,
outlets are never where you need them, and every cousin has a different nap schedule. Add water, vinyl, and a
dozen excited children, and you want a plan that leaves nothing to chance. This checklist draws on years of setting
up bounce house combo rentals from Elmont to East Patchogue. It is built for backyards, driveways, school fields,

and the occasional tight urban lot where the gate barely clears a lawnmower.

A “combo” typically pairs a bounce house with a slide, sometimes with obstacles, a climbing wall, or a basketball
hoop inside. You'll also see wet and dry bounce house combo options that can run with or without water. The

right choice comes down to space, power, age range, and your tolerance for puddles.

Start with the event, not the inflatable

Before you compare a themed bounce house combo to a neutral color set, nail the event basics. Headcount, age
range, date, time block, and location drive everything else. A kids birthday party with twenty guests aged 4 to 7
has different risks and flow than a school field day cycling 200 students per hour. If your party overlaps with
graduation season, vendors on Long Island book out weeks ahead, particularly for Saturday afternoons. A strong
reservation three to four weeks out gives you the exact model you want and a delivery window that works with

your schedule.

| ask hosts two questions first: what's your must have, and what's your can't have. Maybe your must have is a
combo bounce house with slide for mixed ages. Your can't have could be water in the yard because the sprinkler

system sits two inches below the surface. Those constraints filter choices fast.

Footprint, height, and the path to the yard

Most inflatable combo rentals fall in a footprint of roughly 13 by 25 feet to 15 by 30 feet. Height ranges from
about 13 to 18 feet. This matters, but so does how we get there. Long Island homes love side yards with tight
fence gates. If the only path is a 32 inch gate with a sharp turn and a permanent grill, many large inflatable combo
units will not fit through. Ask your vendor for the rolled width of the specific unit. A realistic working minimum for

many combos is a 36 inch clear path with a little elbow room for the dolly.

Height clearance is another deal breaker. A kids bounce house combo looks small on a website thumbnail, then
you see it under the maple and realize the slide top is brushing branches and the power lines at the rear. Plan for
at least 5 feet of clear air above the listed top height. Avoid areas under tree limbs and wires altogether. Most

reputable operators will refuse a setup that puts vinyl near overhead lines. They are right to do so.

As for the surface, short grass on a mostly level lawn is ideal. Asphalt or concrete works with commercial sandbags.
Uneven grades create awkward landings at the slide exit and increase the risk of a stumble at the entrance. | carry
leveling mats and shims, but if your yard looks like a ski slope in miniature, choose a smaller profile or reorient the

layout to the flattest run.

Sprinkler heads, septic systems, and cesspools are Long Island specials. Flag the sprinkler layout if you have it. If
not, turn the system on the day before and watch for pops to mark. Keep stakes away from leaching fields and dry
wells. On grass, most operators use 18 inch stakes. Where staking is restricted, we need sufficient ballast. If your

town or HOA bans staking in the common area, tell us early so we can load the right anchoring.

Power and water the way a tech thinks about it



Every combo needs steady airflow from one or two blowers. A typical 1 to 1.5 horsepower blower draws around 7
to 12 amps on a standard 110 to 120 volt circuit. Two blowers can hit the top of a 15 amp breaker if anything else

shares that line. Ask for the amperage of your specific inflatable combo with water slide if you plan to run a pump,

music, and a margarita machine at the same time.

Extension cords multiply headache. Keep runs to 50 to 100 feet, use heavy gauge outdoor cords, and route to a
GFClI protected outlet. Don't daisy chain three skinny cords and hope. If the outlet is far, rent a generator sized for
the load. A properly rated generator is not only about wattage, it is about clean, continuous power. A 5500 watt

unit comfortably runs two blowers with room to spare, but confirm with your vendor.

For a wet and dry bounce house combo, you need a garden hose to reach the slide attachment. What goes on
wet, comes off wetter. That water has to drain somewhere. Pitch the slide exit away from the patio and away from
your neighbors. In the sandy soils out east, water disappears fast. In denser, compacted lawns west of Route 110,

expect a soggy patch for a day.

Matching the combo to your guests

Age mix matters more than theme. A three year old loves a kids bounce house combo with a gentle slide they can
climb unassisted. Ten year olds will lap a taller slide with a steeper pitch and can handle a small obstacle course
inside. When you mix ages, you want a layout with good sight lines. | like side by side entrances for parents to

monitor, and slides that return to the front so kids don't disappear behind a wall out of view.

Themed bounce house combo units fly off the lot for birthdays. A princess castle, a superhero front panel, or a

tropical inflatable combo with water slide sets a mood the moment kids arrive. Neutral colors have their place too,



especially for school events or family parties that span toddlers to preteens. If you plan photos and decor, ask

whether the themed panel is interchangeable. Swappable panels expand choices without changing the base unit.

Wet or dry becomes a yes or not today decision. On a warm June afternoon in Northport, water turns a good
party into the one the kids talk about all summer. For a breezy April day on the South Shore, a dry setup keeps
everyone warm and the house cleaner. The best deals are wet and dry bounce house combo rentals that can be

run either way so you can pivot two days out when the forecast shifts.

Safety without the scare tactics

Good vendors put safety ahead of everything. They train attendants, sanitize between events, and turn down risky
setups. As the host, your job is to choose well and enforce simple rules. Shoes off, no flips, age groups take turns,
and always a sober adult within 10 feet of the entrance. Keep the slide ladder to one climber at a time with a
buffer at the top.

Wind is the silent variable. Most manufacturers and insurers draw a hard line around 15 to 20 miles per hour. If
gusts hit that neighborhood, play it dry or pause. | have pulled blowers on days that looked sunny because the
gusts were sneaky and strong. No party is worth chancing it. Ask your vendor how they handle weather calls and

what wind thresholds they follow.

Cleaning practices vary. You want a company that disinfects contact surfaces, fully dries the unit before rolling, and
rotates inventory so mildew does not build in the folds. On Long Island, the salt air and humidity punish vinyl. A

well cared for combo looks deep colored and taut, not sun bleached and tired.

Vet your vendor like a pro

Bounce house combo rentals in this region range from part-time operators who run a few units on weekends to
established companies with warehouses in Nassau and Suffolk. Both can serve you well, but know what to ask. Ask
for proof of insurance and whether they can provide a certificate of insurance naming your town or park as
additional insured if you are not on private property. Many Long Island parks and beaches require that certificate.

Availability can hinge on whether the company is already on an approved vendor list for a given township.

Look for transparent pricing, clear delivery windows, and a straightforward rain policy. Read recent reviews and
scan for how they handled issues, not just five star raves. A company that mentions ASTM F2374 compliance and
operator training shows they pay attention to industry standards. Also ask about licensed and insured event
rentals the age of their inventory. A large inflatable combo should not look tired after a season, but by its third

year of heavy use, you will see wear if maintenance is lax.

The biggest red flag is a company that says yes to everything without asking questions. The best operators quiz
you about space, power, the surface, and who will supervise. That conversation is your clue that they will also

speak up if something looks unsafe on arrival.

The fast pre booking filter
Use this short filter to pick the right inflatable and the right company before you hand over a deposit.

® Space and access confirmed with measurements, including gate width and overhead clearance
* Power and water planned, with dedicated circuits or a properly sized generator reserved
e Surface approved, including a plan for staking or ballast and sprinkler or septic locations marked

® |Insurance, permits, and park approvals understood, including any additional insured documents


https://share.google/54kBf6JcBS6h2fwKw
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® (Clear rain and wind policy from the vendor, plus wet or dry flexibility if weather shifts

Long Island specifics that can trip you up

Public parks and beaches across the Island often require a permit for party inflatables for rent. Each township runs
its own process. Some require special event applications a week or more in advance and an insurance certificate
from your vendor. Call the parks office of the Town of Hempstead, North Hempstead, Oyster Bay, Islip, Babylon,
Huntington, or Brookhaven and ask directly about inflatables before you book equipment. Private HOA fields and

club greens can have their own restrictions on staking.

Traffic is not a small factor. Southern State, Northern State, the LIE, and Sunrise can turn a 20 minute hop into a
50 minute crawl on a Saturday. If you need the combo live right at 1 p.m. To match a magician or cake hour, tell
your vendor that the window is hard. Ask for a text when the truck leaves the last stop. Good operators plan East

End days differently than Nassau blocks because distances and bridge bottlenecks change the math.

Parking and loading zones matter in tight neighborhoods. Clear your driveway if the gate runs along the side of
the house. If there is no driveway and you sit on a busy street, warn the company so they can bring cones or a

second set of hands to move fast.

Budget, deposits, and real costs

Expect a bounce house combo rental on Long Island to run roughly in the mid 300s to mid 600s for a basic 4 to 8
hour block, depending on size, features, season, and day of week. Themed bounce house combo panels typically
do not add much, while a larger two lane slide, a tall platform, or a premium inflatable combo with water slide
pushes the price up. Delivery distance, difficult access, and overnight holdovers can add fees. Generator rentals are

often priced separately.

Most companies take a deposit to hold your date. Read the cancellation terms. Many offer rain checks or let you
switch to a dry setup if weather wobbles. Damage waivers, if offered, usually cover accidental tears and scuffs, not
neglect or prohibited use. If you host on a field, ask whether there are additional costs for sandbagging when

staking is not allowed.

A quiet word on value: the cheapest option is rarely the cheapest in the end if the unit arrives late, looks worn, or
the operator cuts corners on anchoring. With kids, you want the company that keeps it boring from a safety

perspective and lively for the guests.

Flow, supervision, and keeping the peace

You can tell when a party flow works. Kids rotate without drama, parents chat instead of hoovering by the

entrance, and the yard stays intact. A few tweaks make that likely.

Position the entrance where adults naturally stand. Shade matters for lines, so consider a pop up canopy over the
queue if your backyard bakes mid afternoon. Secure the canopy well. Keep the slide exit angled away from
hardscapes and traffic paths, and put a landing mat where little feet hit the ground. If the combo has a basketball

hoop inside, keep a single soft ball in play to prevent head bumps from over enthusiastic shots.

Noise is usually just the constant hum of blowers. Newer models are reasonably quiet, but be considerate with
early morning setups and late pickups. Ask your vendor about their quiet hours policy if you live in a

neighborhood with strict rules.



Day of, step by step without the stress
The day runs smoother when you own the first hour. Here is a tight, realistic timeline that keeps surprises away.

e C(Clear the setup area of toys, furniture, and pet waste, then walk the path with the vendor to confirm the

layout
® Confirm power and water connections, test GFCI reset, and place cords out of traffic paths with covers or tape
* Review safety rules with supervising adults, set age group rotations if you have a wide range of kids

* Keep a towel bin and sock basket near the entrance, plus a small trash bag for candy wrappers and bandage
tabs

® Check wind and weather every hour, and pause if gusts rise or rain makes surfaces slick, then resume when

safe

Wet versus dry, and the case for a pivot plan

The wet and dry bounce house combo exists because weather is fickle. The East End can run cooler with a breeze
off the water, while Valley Stream bakes in July heat. Two or three days before the event, decide whether to go wet
based on forecasted high temperature, sun exposure in the yard, and the age mix. Little kids run cold and tire

quicker when soaked. Older kids can play for hours if the sun keeps them warm.

If you choose water, slow the flow. A gentle mist at the slide is plenty. A firehose blast shortens your lawn’s life and
makes the exit slippery. Place a rubber mat or turf square at the runout to keep mud out of the house. After
shutoff, keep the blower running for a stretch to dry interior surfaces before the pickup crew arrives. That simple

step reduces mildew and makes rolling the unit cleaner.

When a large inflatable combo makes sense

Bigger combos earn their footprint when you need capacity. School end of year events, block parties, and large
family reunions burn through 50 to 100 kids in cycles. A large inflatable combo with a two lane slide can double
throughput with the same supervision ratio. Keep a volunteer or hired attendant at the entrance with a smile and

a firm voice. The goal is steady flow, not a free for all.

At home parties with fewer than 15 children playing at a time, a mid size combo is usually perfect. It occupies less
of your yard, keeps the eyes on a smaller zone, and invites calmer play. Err on the side of more time rather than
more size when you are close to the space limit. A six hour block gives families time to arrive late and still enjoy,

and kids will drift in and out of the inflatable without a crush period.

The realities of parks, permits, and COls

If you aim for a park on the Nassau side, ask early about electricity. Many pavilions have outlets, few are suitable
for continuous blower use. Generators are your friend. Almost every public park that allows party inflatables for
rent will require the vendor's insurance certificate naming the municipality as additional insured for your date.
Processing that paperwork can take a few business days. Plan for lead time, not same week surprises. Towns also
set rules on staking, vehicle access, and exact placement, sometimes with on site ranger approval. Give your

vendor a contact name if you have one.

On the Suffolk side, policies vary by town and county parks. Some parks restrict water usage or ban wet inflatables

altogether to protect turf. Dry combos keep things simpler and widen your location options. Always bring copies



of your permits and the certificate of insurance to the site. | have seen rangers turn events away when documents

were sitting in an email.

When things go wrong, and how to bounce back

Most hiccups are small. A tripped breaker kills the blower, kids call out, and you reset the GFCI then rebalance
loads. Keep a phone handy and the vendor’'s number in your favorites. If a seam hisses or a strap loosens, flag it

before it grows. Good crews show you anchor points at drop off and want you to call at the first sign of an issue.

Weather is the big wild card. If a squall line blasts through with gusty winds, shut down. Close the entrance, usher
kids to a dry spot, and wait 20 minutes after the last rumble before resuming. Vinyl dries quicker than you think
with a towel and some sun. If 40 minutes of play vanish, extend the inflatable time on the back end if your vendor

allows. Many Long Island operators build in grace when weather steals part of your event.

Pulling it all together for a backyard win

A well run backyard party on Long Island does not need to look like a production. It just needs a few smart
choices made early. Confirm space and access with a tape measure, match the inflatable to your guests more than
your decor, and lock down power and water plans that a field tech would respect. Use a vendor that talks about
anchoring as much as they talk about themes. Keep an eye on wind, set basic ground rules, and position adults

where they naturally observe.

When in doubt, pick the combo bounce house with slide that you can run wet or dry. That single decision gives
you insurance against weather and a wider set of park rules. Kids birthday party inflatables work best when they fit
the site and the day, not just the Pinterest board. If you get those pieces right, the photos take care of themselves,

the yard survives, and the kids sleep hard. And your only regret will be not booking the extra hour.

If you are comparing options now, ask vendors about their most popular backyard party rentals in your postcode.
They will know which models slot into Levittown lawns, which clear oak branches in Smithtown, and which themed
panels light up a seven year old’'s grin without swallowing the yard. That kind of local knowledge is the quiet

advantage of booking bounce house combo rental Long Island specialists who work these blocks week after week.

Party Rentals R Us 13 Trade Zone Dr, Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 +15164480323



