Families come to surrogacy for all kinds of reasons: medical infertility, repeated pregnancy loss, same-sex family
building, or simply because pregnancy would be unsafe. In Riverside and across Southern California, surrogacy has

become a well understood, legally supported path to parenthood.

If you live in Riverside County, or you are considering working with a surrogate here, the Riverside Best Surrogacy
Agencies process will follow a fairly predictable arc. The details, however, matter: which professionals you choose,

how you structure the legal side, and how you handle costs and expectations will shape your experience.

What follows is a practical walk-through of how the surrogacy process works in Riverside, from that first

consultation to the day you hold your baby.

Why California, and Riverside in particular, are popular for surrogacy

California is one of the most surrogacy-friendly states in the country. That is not marketing language, it is a

reflection of several concrete realities.

First, California courts have a long track record of recognizing gestational surrogacy contracts. With properly
drafted agreements, intended parents are almost always able to obtain a pre-birth or post-birth order that names
them as the legal parents. That includes single intended parents and same-sex couples, regardless of marital status

or genetic connection, as long as the agreements follow California law.

Second, the medical infrastructure is strong. Intended parents in Riverside often work with IVF clinics in Riverside,
Corona, Temecula, and nearby hubs like Orange County, Los Angeles, and San Diego. Many surrogates also live in

the Inland Empire, which simplifies travel and monitoring during the IVF cycle and pregnancy.

Third, California has become a magnet for experienced surrogates. Many women here have seen friends or
relatives go through the process and feel comfortable exploring it themselves. That means agencies serving
Riverside often have a deeper pool of qualified candidates than agencies in states where surrogacy is newer or

more restricted.

All of this helps explain why California is a popular state for surrogacy and why Riverside County, with its growing

population and active medical community, is a significant part of that landscape.

Gestational vs traditional surrogacy in Riverside

When people ask “How does the surrogacy process work?” they are almost always talking about gestational

surrogacy. Understanding the difference is important.

In gestational surrogacy, the surrogate carries an embryo created using someone else’s egg. That might be the
intended mother's egg, a partner's sperm with a donor egg, or donor sperm with a donor egg. The key point is
that the gestational carrier has no genetic connection to the baby. This model is overwhelmingly preferred by

clinics, agencies, and attorneys in California because it is simpler legally and emotionally.

In traditional surrogacy, the surrogate uses her own egg, typically through intrauterine insemination (IUl) rather
than IVF. She is both the genetic and birth mother. That arrangement is far rarer in California, carries more legal
complexity and emotional risk, and is not typically supported by reputable agencies or attorneys in Riverside. Most

professionals will steer you clearly toward gestational surrogacy.

When you speak with a clinic or agency in Riverside, expect them to assume you are pursuing gestational

surrogacy unless you specify otherwise.
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Agency surrogacy vs independent surrogacy

One of the earliest choices you will make is whether to work with a surrogacy agency or coordinate an
independent surrogacy on your own. The question "What is the difference between an agency and independent
surrogacy?” comes up in nearly every first consultation.

An agency is a professional coordinator. It screens surrogates, helps match you with the right person, organizes
psychological and medical evaluations, connects you with attorneys, manages logistics, and often handles the
escrow or trust account for compensation and expenses. Agencies charge a fee for this oversight, often in the

range of 20,000 to 40,000 dollars or more, depending on the services and structure.

Independent surrogacy means you skip the agency. You might find a surrogate through your own network or
online groups, then hire an attorney, mental health professionals, and an escrow company directly. This can reduce
agency fees, but increases the workload and responsibility for both you and the surrogate.

So, are surrogacy agencies worth it? For many first-time intended parents, yes. The added cost usually buys you
structure, experience, and crisis management during a process that is already emotionally and financially intense.
Parents who choose independent surrogacy usually have prior surrogacy experience, or they already have a

trusted surrogate and a high tolerance for hands-on coordination.

There is no single “best surrogacy agency in Riverside.” The right fit depends on your priorities: cost, level of

hand-holding, in-house versus outside services, and personal chemistry with the team.
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First step: initial consultation and choosing an agency

Most journeys in Riverside start with either an IVF clinic consultation, a meeting with a surrogacy agency, or both.



At a clinic consult, a reproductive endocrinologist reviews your history, orders labs and imaging if needed, and
helps determine whether you will use your own gametes or donors. This is where you start to understand medical

success rates and how many IVF cycles may be necessary.

At an agency consult, you talk more about logistics: how long does the surrogacy process take, what the matching
timeline looks like, what surrogates in Riverside typically receive in compensation, and what your total expected

costs might be.

When deciding how to choose a surrogacy agency, experience counts, but so does transparency. Instead of asking

“Who is the best surrogacy agency in Riverside?” focus on “Which agency is best for us?”

Here, it helps to be concrete. During your meetings, pay attention to whether the agency shares specifics about
their screening criteria, typical wait times, and how they handle problems. Ask who will be your day-to-day contact

and how often you can expect updates.

What to look for in a surrogacy agency

You will see the same marketing phrases on many websites. To separate real substance from sales copy, think in
terms of evidence and process, not slogans.

An agency serving Riverside should be able to explain, in plain language, how they:

* screen surrogates medically, psychologically, and in terms of lifestyle and support
e verify that surrogates meet California’s legal requirements for surrogacy

¢ handle matching, including personality fit and views on topics like termination, selective reduction, and

communication during pregnancy
® structure fees, including what is included in surrogacy agency fees and what is billed separately

* respond when something goes wrong, such as a failed transfer, an early pregnancy loss, or a legal

complication
Those internal systems, more than glossy branding, predict how your experience will feel month to month.

When people ask, "How do | find a reputable surrogacy agency near me?” | usually suggest three tracks at once:
referrals from local fertility clinics, referrals from experienced surrogacy attorneys in California, and quiet
conversations with recent intended parents who worked with that agency. The pattern across those sources tells

you far more than any single online review.

Questions to ask a surrogacy agency

Many intended parents worry they will not know what to ask during that first call. A short, focused list can keep

you grounded without turning the meeting into an interrogation.
Here are questions that tend to reveal how an agency really operates:
1. How long does it take, on average, to be matched with a surrogate who meets our criteria, specifically in

Riverside or nearby counties?

2. What are the total estimated costs for a typical gestational surrogacy in California with your agency, and how
much flexibility is there in payment timing or financing options?

3. How do you screen surrogates, and what disqualifies someone from being a surrogate in your program?



4. How many surrogacy journeys do you actively manage at one time, and how many intended parents are

assigned to each case manager?

5. Can you walk us through a situation that did not go as planned, and how your team handled it legally,

medically, and emotionally?

You will notice these are open-ended. The tone and detail of the answers are often as revealing as the content.

You are not just buying a service. You are entering a long, high-stakes partnership.

Requirements and compensation for surrogates in Riverside

Surrogates in California must meet both legal and medical standards. Individual agencies often add their own

criteria on top of those.

Typical requirements to become a surrogate in Riverside include being at least 21 years old, having had at least
one prior uncomplicated pregnancy and delivery, being a non-smoker without significant substance use history,
having a stable living situation and support system, and passing psychological evaluation. Clinics also look at BMI,
prior birth records, and overall health. Certain conditions, such as uncontrolled hypertension, poorly controlled

diabetes, and serious psychiatric illness, can disqualify someone from being a surrogate.

On the financial side, how much do surrogates make in California and specifically in Riverside? Compensation
varies with experience, number of prior healthy surrogacy journeys, and sometimes insurance status. As of recent
years, first-time gestational carriers in Riverside County often receive a base compensation in the range of 45,000
to 60,000 dollars, with additional fees for embryo transfers, invasive procedures, multiples, and maternity clothing.

Experienced surrogates may negotiate higher base amounts.

When surrogates ask, “Can you choose who you are a surrogate for?” the answer, within an ethical agency, is yes.
Matching is mutual. Surrogates review intended parent profiles, meet them, and only move forward if the fit feels
right. In my experience, this sense of choice and partnership contributes significantly to smoother relationships

throughout the pregnancy.

Surrogates in California also have clear rights. They retain control over their own bodies and medical decisions,
even when contracts exist. Good agencies and attorneys are explicit about this from the start so no one is caught

off guard later.

Legal framework: who are the legal parents in California surrogacy?

Is surrogacy legal in California? Yes. Gestational surrogacy is firmly supported, but you must follow the legal

requirements for surrogacy in California.
Key points:

First, each party must have independent legal counsel experienced in assisted reproduction law. The intended
parents’ attorney cannot also represent the surrogate. The question "Do you need a lawyer for surrogacy?” has a

practical answer in this state: absolutely yes.

Second, the gestational carrier agreement must be signed and notarized before any medical procedures related to
embryo transfer. The agreement lays out compensation, responsibilities, decision-making processes, and plans for

things like insurance and lost wages.

Third, as long as the agreement meets statutory requirements, intended parents can obtain court orders that

establish them as the legal parents. Depending on the circumstances, this might be a pre-birth order (issued



before delivery) or a post-birth order. Those orders direct the hospital and Department of Vital Records to put the

intended parents’ names directly on the birth certificate.

Who are the legal parents in a surrogacy arrangement in Riverside? In a properly structured gestational surrogacy
under California law, the intended parents are recognized as the legal parents, not the surrogate. That remains

true whether the parents used their own eggs and sperm or donors.

This legal clarity is one of the reasons California is so attractive for both domestic and international intended

parents. It also means your choice of attorney is as important as your choice of clinic or agency.

Medical steps: from evaluation to embryo transfer

Once the contracts and escrow arrangements are in place, the medical portion of the surrogacy can move forward.

The exact sequence depends on whether embryos are already created.

If embryos are not yet ready, the intended parents or donors go through an IVF cycle. Eggs are retrieved at the
clinic, fertilized in the lab, and embryos cultured, often to the blastocyst stage on day five or six. Many families
choose preimplantation genetic testing to screen for chromosomal abnormalities, which can reduce the risk of

failed transfers and early miscarriage, although it adds cost.

Meanwhile, the surrogate completes a detailed medical workup at the IVF clinic. That usually includes blood work,
infectious disease screening, imaging of the uterus, and sometimes additional specialty consults. The clinic wants to

be confident that transfer and pregnancy will be as safe as possible.

Once cleared, the surrogate follows a medication protocol to prepare the uterine lining. This typically involves
hormonal medications over several weeks, along with monitoring appointments for blood work and ultrasounds,

often at a local clinic in Riverside with results shared to the main IVF team.

On transfer day, a single embryo is usually placed directly into the surrogate’s uterus using a soft catheter, guided
by ultrasound. It is a short, relatively simple procedure from the surrogate’s perspective, but it represents months

or years of planning for the intended parents.

Two weeks later, blood tests check for pregnancy. If the transfer fails, the intended parents and medical team
decide whether to try again with another frozen embryo, adjust the protocol, or revisit treatment more broadly. If
the transfer succeeds, care moves into early pregnancy monitoring and eventually to a local obstetrician or

maternal-fetal medicine specialist.

How long the process takes, from match to birth

“"How long does the surrogacy process take?” is one of the first questions every family asks. There is no single

answer, but typical ranges can help you plan.

From your initial inquiry with an agency to being matched with a surrogate, many Riverside-area agencies quote
an average of three to nine months. Variables include your preferences around location, number of prior
pregnancies, openness to carrying twins, and views on termination. The more flexible you are, the faster matching

tends to move.

Once matched, you might spend one to three months completing psychological evaluations, legal contracts, and

medical clearance. If embryos are not yet created, add another two to four months for IVF.

From successful embryo transfer to birth is, of course, another nine months of pregnancy. When you stack those

segments together, the full arc from “We are ready to start” to holding a baby commonly takes somewhere



between 15 and 30 months, sometimes longer if there are failed transfers or unexpected medical issues.

Families are often surprised by how much of that time is front-loaded before pregnancy. Recognizing that early

helps keep expectations realistic.

Costs, fees, and insurance in California surrogacy

Money is not a comfortable topic, but it is unavoidable. Before you sign with an agency or clinic, you should have

at least a ballpark understanding of the financial side.

"How much does surrogacy cost in California?” depends heavily on medical factors and your choice of
professionals, but most full journeys land in a broad range, often 120,000 to 200,000 dollars or more. That figure

combines agency fees, surrogate compensation and expenses, legal work, medical costs, insurance, and incidentals.

“"How much does a surrogacy agency charge?” varies. Some Riverside-serving agencies structure their fees in tiers.
Others bundle most services into a single program fee. When you ask what is included in surrogacy agency fees,
listen for clarity on point-by-point items: matching, screening, coordination, travel booking, support groups, and

post-birth assistance.

“How much do surrogates get paid in Riverside?” was discussed earlier in terms of base compensation ranges.
Remember that total surrogate-related costs also include maternity clothes allowance, childcare and lost wages for

appointments, life insurance premiums, and sometimes a stipend for travel or housekeeping.

Is surrogacy covered by insurance in California? It depends on the plan. Many health plans exclude
surrogacy-related maternity care, or they cover pregnancy only if the insured person is the intended parent, not
the surrogate. Some surrogates have employer policies that will cover a surrogate pregnancy; others need a
specialized surrogacy-friendly plan purchased by the intended parents. This is one area where you should never

assume. Have an experienced insurance specialist or attorney review plan documents early.

Are there financing options for surrogacy? Some agencies partner with medical financing companies or fertility
loan providers. Banks and credit unions sometimes offer personal loans or home equity lines for this purpose. A
few employers also provide fertility and surrogacy benefits, especially in larger companies or tech and healthcare
sectors. The key is to understand interest rates, repayment terms, and how financing affects your long-term

financial stability.

Who can use a surrogate in California?

California’s laws are among the most inclusive in the United States. That inclusivity is felt in Riverside clinics and

agencies every day.

Who can use a surrogate? Intended parents may be heterosexual couples, same-sex couples, single individuals, or
unmarried partners. There is no legal requirement that intended parents be married, of a particular sexual

orientation, or of a particular gender.

Can single people use a surrogacy agency? Yes. Single intended parents are common clients at agencies serving
Riverside County. Agencies may ask additional questions around support systems, work schedules, and childcare

planning, but there is no blanket exclusion based on relationship status.

Can same-sex couples use surrogacy in California? Absolutely. Many agencies and clinics here have decades of
experience working with male couples in particular, who rely on both egg donation and surrogacy. Courts will
typically issue parentage orders recognizing both partners as legal parents, subject to proper contracts and legal

work.



This inclusive legal environment is another reason international intended parents are drawn to California, although
international cases involve separate immigration and citizenship considerations that require specialized legal

advice.

What is the success rate of surrogacy?

Intended parents often ask, “What is the success rate of surrogacy?” hoping for a single percentage. Reality is

more nuanced.

Success rates are driven largely by embryo quality and the age of the egg source, not the surrogate's uterus alone.
Transfers using embryos created from eggs of a person in their late twenties or early thirties generally have higher
success rates than those from eggs of someone in their early forties. Donor eggs often come from younger

individuals, which can improve outcomes.

Reputable IVF clinics in Southern California are usually willing to share their own live birth rates per transfer for
different patient groups. Many clinics see live birth rates per transfer in the range of 40 to 70 percent for

good-prognosis cases with gestational carriers, but those numbers vary by age group and diagnosis.

Psychologically, it helps to view surrogacy success as a journey rather than a single transfer event. Many families
achieve a healthy birth within one to three transfers, but there are no guarantees. Clear communication about

embryo quality and realistic expectations at the clinic stage lays a more stable foundation for everyone involved.

From third trimester to baby’s arrival
The last stretch of the process is both the most joyful and the most administratively intense.

As the pregnancy progresses, your surrogacy team helps finalize the birth plan. That includes confirming which
hospital in Riverside County or nearby will handle delivery, clarifying room arrangements, and coordinating with

hospital social workers to ensure staff understand the surrogacy arrangement and parentage orders.

Your attorney handles the court filings for pre-birth or post-birth orders, depending on timing and county
procedures. When everything goes smoothly, the hospital is already prepared to list you as the baby's legal

parents and involve you in newborn care from the first minutes.

Emotionally, intended parents often feel an odd mix of intimacy and distance in the delivery room. You are deeply
invested, but you are not the one in labor. A thoughtful birth plan, talked through with the surrogate weeks or
months in advance, helps avoid awkwardness in the moment. Decisions such as who will be in the delivery room,

who will cut the cord, and how skin-to-skin contact will be handled should never be surprises.

After birth, the baby typically rooms with the intended parents, while the surrogate receives her own postpartum
care. Follow-up includes medical check-ins, final financial disbursements from escrow, and often a planned visit or

video call to say goodbye for now.

Many intended parents describe the weeks after birth as a blur where the surrogacy structure fades quickly into
everyday parenting. For surrogates, the early postpartum period is a time when strong emotional and

psychological support is essential, even when they feel completely at peace with the decision.

Finding a surrogacy agency in Riverside County

If you live in Riverside or the surrounding cities, you have several practical options.



Some agencies maintain physical offices in Riverside County. Others are headquartered in Los Angeles, Orange
County, or San Diego, but regularly work with surrogates and intended parents in Riverside and conduct meetings
virtually or through occasional travel. Either model can work well as long as the agency is responsive and

comfortable coordinating with your chosen clinic and local providers.

When you ask, “Where can | find a surrogacy agency in Riverside?” or “Are there surrogacy agencies in Riverside
County?” start with your fertility clinic's referral list, then cross-check those names with independent surrogacy
attorneys. This two-step confirmation, combined with the earlier questions about process and transparency, is one

of the most reliable ways to land with a reputable partner.

The surrogacy process in Riverside, from consultation to baby's arrival, is structured but personal. The laws and
medical protocols provide a framework. Within that framework, your choices of agency, attorney, clinic, and
surrogate shape the experience into something uniquely yours. With thoughtful preparation and the right team,
that path can carry you all the way from a tentative first phone call to a quiet moment in a hospital room, holding

the child you hoped for.



