
Double glazed windows are a quiet workhorse. When they perform, you forget they’re there. When they don’t,
you can’t see out of them. That milky haze or the droplets that collect between the panes signal one thing: the
sealed unit has failed. The good news is that most misted double glazing repairs are straightforward, cost less than
you might think, and rarely require replacing the entire window frame.

I’ve surveyed, repaired, and replaced hundreds of units in homes ranging from Victorian terraces to new builds.
Each job teaches the same lesson: the right fix depends on what has failed, how the window was made, and how
the property is used. This guide unpacks those decisions so you can choose wisely, avoid upsells, and keep heat
where you want it.

What misting actually is
Double glazing is two panes of glass separated by a spacer bar, sealed around the edges to hold a dry gas, usually
argon, in the cavity. The spacer contains a desiccant that absorbs any residual moisture. That sealed space slows
heat transfer, cuts noise, and keeps the inner pane warmer.

When the perimeter seal fails, moisture-laden air creeps in. It condenses on the cooler surfaces, and you start to
see fogging or droplets between the panes. The seal might have failed due to age, poor manufacturing, movement
in the frame, aggressive cleaning chemicals, or persistent sun and temperature swings. Once moisture gets in, the
desiccant saturates and the misting gets worse after each cold night.

People often confuse surface condensation with blown units. If you can wipe it off from the inside or outside, your
glazing is likely fine and the issue lies with humidity or ventilation. If the haze sits inside the cavity and you can’t
reach it, the unit is blown.

Can you fix blown double glazing?
It depends on what you mean by “fix.” If the goal is to make the glass clear again and restore insulation, the
reliable way is to replace the sealed unit. Some companies offer venting, drying, and resealing services that drill
tiny holes, flush the cavity, and install valves. Those can clear the fog for a while, but they do not return the unit to
the original factory seal or its full thermal performance. In my experience, those treatments may buy six to
eighteen months of cosmetic improvement. In exposed positions or with old units, they often relapse sooner.

A proper unit replacement, kept inside your existing frame, is the true repair. It returns the window to its rated
performance, works with low‑emissivity coatings, and preserves the argon fill. The frame, be it uPVC, timber, or
aluminum, stays put. The only time to consider full window replacement is when the frame is rotten, warped, or
thermally inefficient, or when you want to change the style.

Why misted double glazing matters beyond looks
Misted glass is not just an eyesore. A failed seal means the cavity no longer blocks heat flow effectively. Expect a
drop in thermal performance. You feel it as a colder room near the window, and it shows up in your energy bills
over a winter. Low‑E coatings and argon gas do much of the heavy lifting. When the seal fails, the gas can
dissipate and the low‑E layer might not be functioning optimally due to internal condensation.

There is also the hidden risk to frames. Timber beads and sashes near a damp, failed unit can soften and develop
mildew over time. In uPVC and aluminum, you might see discolored gaskets or mineral deposits Cat Flap
Installation on beads. None of that is catastrophic if caught early, but delay carries a cost.
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How to diagnose properly
Start with where the moisture sits. Run a fingertip along the inside and outside. If you can touch the droplets, it is
not a blown unit. If they sit inside, you are looking at a failed seal.

Next, consider the age and exposure. Units older than 12 to 15 years frequently fail, especially on south and west
elevations that bake in summer and freeze in winter. Bay windows take more structural stress and often fail earlier
than flat frames.

Look for signs of frame movement. Cracked plaster lines near the window, daylight at sash corners, or stiff
opening sashes suggest shifting that could shear seals. Check drainage slots on uPVC and aluminum frames. If
they are blocked, water sits against the edge seal and accelerates failure.

Finally, observe the pattern. A unit that clears on warm afternoons and fogs aggressively at dawn is almost
certainly blown. Units that fog only at the bottom edge may have localized seal damage or a spacer bar acting as a
cold bridge.

The repair options, explained
You have three practical paths.

First, replace the sealed unit. This is the standard approach for Misted Double Glazing Repairs. A glazier measures
the visible glass size and the overall unit thickness, orders a new double glazed unit with a warm‑edge spacer and
low‑E coating to match or upgrade your current spec, and swaps it into your existing frame. For a typical
casement, the on‑site work takes 20 to 40 minutes per unit after the new pane arrives from the factory. Lead
times vary, usually three to ten working days.

Second, attempt a reconditioning drill‑and‑vent treatment. This clears the visual problem in some cases and costs
less upfront. It suits circumstances where you need a temporary improvement in appearance, perhaps ahead of
sale or while budgeting for a larger project. Just know you will not regain the original insulation and you might see
residue marks or a return of fogging.

Third, plan a full window replacement. Choose this when frames are rotting, warped, suffering from failed
hardware, or rated poorly by modern standards, and when you want a style change or improved acoustic glazing.
This is the most expensive route, and it makes sense only when the frame itself is the weak link.

What a typical sealed‑unit replacement looks like
Most modern windows use either glazing beads that clip or screw in from the inside, or gaskets and beads
accessible from the outside. The glazier removes the beads, lifts out the old unit, checks packers and drainage, and
cleans the rebates. New glazing packers set the unit square and maintain correct compression on the gaskets. The
fresh unit goes in, beads are refitted, and any handles or restrictors get tested.

On timber windows, the beading might be pinned and sealed with putty or a modern equivalent. Expect a little
more time for careful removal and repainting of disturbed sections, especially if the paint line has bridged the bead
to the frame.

The best technicians use Double Glazing Repairs non‑marring tools to avoid scuffing uPVC and take the time to
reset weep holes and tidy seals. A rushed job can leave pressure points that cause the glass to creak with
temperature changes or, worse, could stress a corner enough to risk a crack later.
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How much it costs, realistically
Prices vary with region, glass specification, and access, but some ballpark figures help. A standard clear double
glazed unit for a small casement, say 500 by 800 millimeters, might land in the range of £80 to £140 supplied and
fitted. Upgrade to low‑E with argon and a warm‑edge spacer and you might see £110 to £180 for the same size.
Larger units, toughened glass, or special shapes climb from there. Bay windows and upstairs units with tricky
access may add a modest labor premium.

If someone quotes a shockingly low number, ask what glass specification they are supplying. Without low‑E and
argon, you will save on the day and pay on your heating bill. A good installer will match your existing U‑value or
recommend a sensible upgrade.

Common mistakes I see, and how to avoid them
The first mistake is replacing the unit without checking for water management issues in the frame. Blocked
drainage slots or shrunken gaskets will shorten the life of your new unit. Always clear weep holes and confirm the
glazing platform is dry.

The second is measuring only the visible pane. Units sit behind beads with tolerances that vary by manufacturer.
An accurate order requires the overall unit thickness, the sight size, and the cavity details. Get one of those wrong
and your new unit may rattle or refuse to sit flush.

The third is mixing glass specs on a single elevation. Combine a low‑E, argon‑filled replacement with a tired clear
unit next to it, and you can get uneven appearance due to different reflectivity. If you are sensitive to aesthetics,
consider replacing multiple units in the same room together.

The fourth is treating condensation you can wipe as a glazing failure. Spend a weekend improving ventilation and
controlling humidity before spending on glass. More on that shortly.

Materials and specifications worth knowing
Low‑E coatings reflect heat back into the room. They cut heat loss dramatically, especially at night. Not all low‑E
coatings look the same. Some have a slightly different tint or reflectivity. On older properties, I carry samples so
owners can choose a coating that doesn’t clash with original glass next door.

Warm‑edge spacers replace the old silver aluminum bars with composite or stainless spacers that reduce thermal
bridging around the perimeter. They reduce the chance of a cold line near the edge and improve overall
performance.

Gas fills, typically argon, improve insulation, particularly in a 16 millimeter cavity. Krypton appears in narrow
cavities or high‑performance units, at a cost. In most domestic settings, argon with a 20 to 28 millimeter overall
thickness strikes a solid balance.

Toughened or laminated glazing becomes mandatory in certain locations. Near floor level, around doors, and in
bathrooms, you need safety glass that breaks safely or resists impact. Laminated glass also helps with security and
sound reduction. Always flag safety zones during a survey.

Acoustic glass pairs a laminated interlayer with the cavity to cut road noise. If your window faces a busy street,
stepping up to an acoustic spec can be a quality of life improvement larger than any U‑value on paper.



When reconditioning is worth it, and when it isn’t
The drill‑and‑vent approach occasionally earns its keep. I have seen good outcomes on older properties with
single‑side access problems, where removing a large unit risks damage to heritage beads or brittle putties. If the
client wants a temporary aesthetic fix without touching the frame, and understands the limits, it can be acceptable.

On modern double glazing where thermal performance and guarantee value matter, I do not recommend it. You
are paying for appearances only. On bright days, residues from past fogging can leave faint mineral traces that
never fully vanish. If you want the insulating performance back, replace the unit.

Framed decisions: uPVC, timber, and aluminum
uPVC frames are the simplest to work with. Clip‑in beads come out cleanly, drainage paths are easy to assess, and
the frames themselves do not rot. Look out for sun‑brittled beads on older units, which can crack during removal.
If beads are obsolete, an experienced glazier can often source compatible replacements or refit with care.

Timber frames need more judgment. If the sills show softness or dark staining, a quick repair with wood
consolidant and epoxy filler can extend life by years. Insist on proper priming and paint touch‑up after the glass
goes in. A fresh bead without a paint seal invites water. Get the paint line right.

Aluminum frames vary widely. Thermally broken modern aluminum performs well and is durable. Older
non‑thermal frames can feel icy in winter. If you are living with those, replacing blown units will improve clarity, but
overall comfort may still lag. Weigh an upgrade to modern thermally broken frames when budget allows.

Managing condensation that isn’t a glazing fault
Even perfect double glazing can collect surface condensation in a home with high humidity. Kitchens and
bathrooms pump water vapor into the air, and modern airtight homes trap it indoors. Overnight, as temperatures
drop, the inner pane can dip close to dew point, and you wake to a misty film you can wipe away.

Basic habits help. Use extractor fans that vent outside, not just recirculate. Run them for several minutes after
showers or cooking. Keep trickle vents open, especially overnight. Dry laundry in a ventilated space or outdoors
when possible. In winter, aim for indoor relative humidity around 40 to 55 percent. A cheap hygrometer tells you if
you are in the right range.



If you have persistent surface condensation on the inner pane in multiple rooms, consider whether window reveals
are bridging cold from the outside, or if heavy curtains are trapping cold air against the glass. Sometimes just
leaving a small gap at the top of the curtain to let room air circulate along the glass makes a noticeable difference.

Guarantees and paperwork you actually want
Reputable glaziers will supply a basic warranty on the new sealed unit, often five years for the unit itself. Some
manufacturers offer longer warranties, ten years in many cases, particularly when using recognized brands with
warm‑edge spacers and low‑E coatings. Keep the invoice and any unit specification stickers or paperwork; they
help if you claim later.
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For replacement of just the sealed unit, building control notification schemes typically do not apply in the same
way they do for full window replacements. If you change frames, ensure your installer self‑certifies under an
appropriate scheme or arranges building control sign‑off.

Timelines and planning around your life
From survey to install, most Misted Double Glazing Repairs finish within two weeks. The survey takes 20 to 30
minutes. The glass shop needs several working days to manufacture. Installations per unit are short, but factor in
the unexpected. On timber frames, leave time for paint to dry if you are patching. On upper floors without safe
access, installers may need a second technician.

If you work from home, ask the fitter to start on the noisiest or coldest room first, then move in stages. On frosty
mornings, some glaziers prefer to work later in the day to avoid exposing warm interiors to biting air. It’s a small
detail that makes the experience more comfortable.

When to replace multiple units at once
If you have a houseful of units from the same era and exposure, failure often clusters. A south‑facing elevation
that loses one unit today may lose two more within a year. There is an efficiency in replacing units in batches. You
save on call‑out costs and get consistent appearance. In rentals, doing a floor or elevation at once simplifies
scheduling with tenants.

For a budget‑constrained approach, start with rooms that matter most: bedrooms and living areas where comfort
and clarity count. Kitchens and utility spaces can often wait.

A realistic step‑by‑step for homeowners
Use this short checklist to move from fogged glass to a solid fix:

Confirm it’s a blown unit by checking whether the condensation sits inside the cavity.

Photograph sizes and locations, then get two or three quotes that specify low‑E, spacer type, and gas fill.



Ask the glazier to inspect drainage paths and gaskets, not just the glass.

Decide whether to replace in batches for consistent look and fewer visits.

Keep warranties and a record of unit specs for future reference.

Edge cases worth mentioning
Large picture windows: Oversized panes require careful handling and sometimes additional lifting gear. Costs scale
with size and complexity. If the view matters, consider extra‑clear glass with low iron content to remove the green
tint of standard float glass. It costs more, but for sea views or garden rooms, it’s worth it.

Leaded or Georgian bars: Decorative bars can be inside the cavity or stuck on the surface. Internal bars require a
new unit with the bars built in. External stick‑on bars must be re‑applied and aligned cleanly, a task that benefits
from a steady hand and patience.

Heritage and conservation areas: You may be limited to secondary glazing inside existing sash windows rather
than double glazed replacements. If a sealed unit in a listed property fails, speak with your local conservation
officer before altering profiles or glazing thickness. Secondary glazing often delivers better acoustic performance
than you expect and avoids permission hurdles.

Triple glazing upgrades: In many UK homes, triple glazing isn’t necessary and can add weight that stresses hinges.
If street noise is your main complaint, a laminated inner pane paired with a wider cavity often outperforms triple
glazing in the real world, at a lower cost and weight.

Care after the repair
Treat fresh seals with respect. Avoid solvent‑based cleaners on uPVC and aluminum beads. A mild detergent and
soft cloth keep things tidy. On timber, allow any paint touch‑ups to cure fully before heavy cleaning. Check
drainage slots every few months, especially after leaf fall in autumn. If you see water pooling in the frame, call the
installer back to adjust packers or clear blockages.

In bathrooms and kitchens, put your extractor fans on a timer and let them run after use. If you have persistent
humidity, a small dehumidifier on a low setting during winter nights can help. With proper care, modern sealed
units routinely last 12 to 20 years, sometimes longer on sheltered elevations.

A realistic answer to “Can you fix blown double glazing?”
Yes, you can fix blown double glazing, but the robust fix is a sealed‑unit replacement set into your existing frame.
It restores clarity and thermal performance, respects your home’s fabric, and costs far less than new windows.
Quick, drilled de‑misting can offer a temporary cosmetic improvement, but it does not deliver the insulation you
paid for when the windows were new.

If you act promptly, you avoid secondary damage and keep your rooms warmer through the cold months. Choose
a contractor who measures carefully, matches specifications, and pays attention to drainage and packing. The
result is a window that disappears again into the background, which is exactly where a good window belongs.

Final thoughts from the job site
I have stood in draughty front rooms where people thought they needed a full refit and watched their shoulders
drop when they learned they only needed a handful of units replaced. I have also seen ten‑year‑old windows



ruined by clogged weep holes and harsh cleaners that attacked seals. The pattern is consistent. The simplest
maintenance and a timely repair make the difference between a decade of comfort and endless annoyance.

Double Glazing Repairs need not be mysterious, and Misted Double Glazing Repairs shouldn’t be a saga. With a
careful survey, the right glass specification, and an installer who respects the frame as much as the pane, you will
recover both your view and your warmth.


