When to Schedule a Radon Test St Louis MO
Homeowners Need to Know

Why St. Louis Homeowners Should Take Radon Seriously

If you live in St. Louis, you have probably heard about radon gas at some point. Maybe a
neighbor mentioned testing their basement, or you saw a notice from the Missouri Department
of Health. But radon is one of those subjects that people tend to put off. It is invisible, it has no
smell, and the health risk does not show up right away. That makes it easy to ignore. But
ignoring it is not a good strategy.

Radon is a radioactive gas that comes from the natural breakdown of uranium in soil. As it
moves up through the ground, it can enter your home through cracks in the foundation, gaps
around pipes, or openings around sump pumps. Once inside, it can build up to levels that pose
a real health risk. The EPA estimates that radon causes thousands of lung cancer deaths each
year. For St. Louis homeowners, the question is not whether radon exists in the area. It is
whether your home has elevated levels. That is why a radon test st louis mo is a practical first
step for any homeowner who wants to know what is actually happening in their living space.

What a Radon Test Actually Measures

A radon test measures the concentration of radon gas in the air, usually expressed in
picocuries per liter (pCi/L). The EPA recommends taking action if your home shows 4 pCi/L or
higher. But even levels between 2 and 4 pCi/L carry some risk, and many experts suggest
mitigation at those lower levels as well, especially if you spend a lot of time in the basement or
lower level.

There are several ways to test. The most common do-it-yourself options include the activated
charcoal test and the alpha track detector. Both are passive devices. You set them out, leave
them for a set period, then mail them to a lab. They work fine for screening purposes, but they
have limits. An activated charcoal test is a short-term test that typically lasts two to seven
days. It gives you a snapshot, but radon levels can fluctuate day to day and season to season.
A single short-term test might miss a spike or average out a high reading depending on
weather and ventilation.

Alpha track detectors are better suited for long-term testing, usually three months to a year.
They give a more reliable average. But they still require you to wait weeks or months for results.
If you are in the middle of a real estate transaction, that timeline might not work.

A continuous radon monitor solves many of these problems. It is an electronic device that
takes readings at regular intervals over the test period, often every hour. It records fluctuations



and can detect tampering or unusual conditions. For professional testing, this is the standard.
The device sits in the lowest livable level of the home, often the basement or a room with a
crawl space, and it runs for a minimum of 48 hours. At the end of the test, you get a report that
includes the average reading, the Confidence Interval, and a clear picture of whether levels are
stable or spiking.

Choosing the Right Test for Your Situation

The best test depends on why you are testing. If you are buying or selling a home, a
professional continuous monitor test is usually the most practical. Real estate transactions run
on tight timelines. A short-term test with a continuous radon monitor gives results in two or
three days, and the data is hard to argue with. The Confidence Interval on the report tells both
parties how reliable the result is. That can prevent disputes and keep the deal moving.

If you already live in the home and just want to know your long-term exposure, a long-term test
using an alpha track detector may be a better choice. It gives you a more accurate picture of
the average level over a full year. But if you are planning a renovation or finishing a basement, it
makes sense to test first. You do not want to spend money on new flooring or drywall only to
find out you need radon mitigation later.

For homeowners who have already done a short-term test and gotten a result near the EPA
action level, a follow-up test is a good idea. One test is not always definitive. Repeat testing
gives you confidence in the number. And if you are working with a professional service like Air
Sense Environmental, they can help interpret the results and recommend next steps.

What Happens After the Test

If your test results come back at 4 pCi/L or higher, the EPA says you should take action. The
most common fix is a radon mitigation system, usually a sub-slab depressurization system.
This involves installing a pipe through the basement floor, connecting it to a fan that vents the
radon gas from the soil out through the roof. It is not a cheap fix, but it is proven effective.
Many homes in St. Louis have crawl spaces instead of full basements, and the same principle
applies. The system creates negative pressure under the slab or the vapor barrier, pulling the
gas away before it can enter the home.

Newer homes can benefit from radon-resistant construction techniques. If you are building, ask
your contractor about soil suction and other passive systems. These are much cheaper to
install during construction than retrofitting later. And even if your home tests low now,
remember that levels can change. Soil settles, foundations shift, and new cracks appear.
Testing every few years is a reasonable habit, especially if you have made changes to your
foundation or drainage.



Common Misconceptions About Radon Testing

One of the biggest myths is that radon is only a problem in homes with basements. Not true.
Homes built on slabs or with crawl spaces can have just as much risk. Radon can enter
through any opening in contact with the soil. Another myth is that your neighbor's test results
tell you something about your own home. Radon levels vary widely, even between houses on
the same street. The only way to know is to test your own home.

Some people also assume that a short-term test is not accurate enough to act on. It can be
accurate if done correctly. The key is following the test instructions. Keep windows closed,
avoid exhaust fans that pull air out of the house, and place the device in the lowest lived-in
level. A short-term test is a perfectly valid screening tool. But it is a snapshot, not a full story. If
you need a definitive answer for a real estate transaction or a mitigation decision, a
professional continuous monitor test gives you the most reliable data in the shortest time.

How to Get a Radon Test St Louis MO Right Now

If you are ready to test, you have options. You can buy a kit at a hardware store or online. That
works for a basic screening. But if you want a result you can trust for a real estate transaction
or a health decision, consider hiring a professional. Companies like Air Sense Environmental
use continuous radon monitors and provide clear reports with next steps. They know the local
geology and the common construction types in St. Louis. That experience matters when
interpreting results.

The process is simple. You schedule a time, the technician places the monitor in the proper
location, and after 48 hours they retrieve it. Within a few days you get a report that tells you the
average level, the Confidence Interval, and whether you need mitigation. No waiting weeks for
lab results. No guessing about whether you did the test right.

If you are selling a home, having a recent radon test st louis mo can be a selling point. Buyers

are more educated than ever, and many will ask about radon during the inspection. If you
already have a test result from a recognized professional, it removes one more question from
the table. It shows you have been proactive.

Final Thoughts on Testing and Next Steps

Radon is not something to panic about, but it is something to address. The health risk from
radon is cumulative. The longer you are exposed to elevated levels, the greater the risk. Testing
is the only way to know if your home has a problem. And the good news is that if you do find
high levels, radon mitigation is a proven, reliable solution. Sub-slab depressurization works. It
reduces levels dramatically, often to well below 2 pCi/L.


https://radontestingstlouismo.com/

If you have never tested, start now. A simple test gives you information you can use. If you
already tested years ago, test again. Radon levels can change. And if you are in the middle of a
real estate transaction, a professional test with a continuous radon monitor is the fastest path
to a clear answer.

St. Louis is a great place to live. The housing stock is diverse, the neighborhoods are strong,
and the community is tight. Taking care of radon is just one part of maintaining a healthy
home. But it is an important part. Do not let the invisible nature of radon gas lull you into
skipping the test. A radon test st louis mo is a small investment in your peace of mind and your
family's health.



