Pool safety guidance from public safety agencies repeatedly comes back to one layer that no barrier, alarm or
cover can replace: an attentive adult watching the water. Many households have heard of the idea of a
designated Water Watcher, a specific person responsible for watching swimmers at a given time. The concept is

simple, but making it part of everyday swims, not just parties, takes some deliberate planning.

Why a named person matters

When several adults sit around a pool, it is easy for each to assume someone else is watching. Conversations,
phones and food draw attention away from the water. Naming one adult as the watcher for a period of time
removes that uncertainty. Everyone knows who is responsible, and that person knows their job is to keep their

eyes on the swimmers rather than on everything else happening around the deck.

What the watcher does

The watcher's role is to watch the water continuously while children or weaker swimmers are in it. That means
staying close enough to respond, avoiding distractions such as phones or reading, and not drinking alcohol while
on duty. The watcher scans the whole pool, including the deep end, the steps and any features where children
might gather. If the watcher needs to leave, even briefly, they hand the role to another adult before walking

away.

Make handoffs explicit

Handoffs are where gaps tend to appear. One adult goes inside to answer a call, assuming another will keep an
eye on things, and for a short time no one is watching. A simple, explicit handoff helps, with the outgoing
watcher telling the next adult that it is their turn. Some households use a small token, such as a lanyard or tag,

that passes between watchers so it is always clear who holds the role.

Plan the pool area to support the watcher

The design of the pool area can make watching easier or harder. Seating for the watcher should have a clear view
of the entire pool, without structures, planters or furniture blocking parts of the water. Shade over that seating
makes it easier to stay in place for longer. Lighting matters for evening swims, because a watcher cannot
supervise water they cannot see clearly. These details are worth raising during design so the pool area supports

supervision rather than working against it.

Use the watcher every time, not just at parties

Large gatherings are an obvious time to assign a watcher, but everyday swims carry risk too. A quiet afternoon
with one parent and a couple of children is still a time when someone needs to watch the water. Making the
watcher role a habit for every swim, including short ones, keeps it from becoming something households

remember only when guests arrive.

Combine the watcher with other layers

A watcher is one layer in a wider approach that can include fencing with self-closing and self-latching gates,

alarms, covers suited to safety use and swimming skills. Each layer covers some gaps the others leave. None



https://www.linkedin.com/company/waveoutdoorspools/about/ of them replaces an attentive adult, and the
presence of barriers or alarms should never relax how closely swimmers are watched. Local codes and permit
review set the specific barrier requirements for each property, and current guidance from recognized safety

organizations is worth reviewing from time to time.

Talk about it as a household

The watcher system works best when everyone in the household understands it. Adults agree on how handoffs
happen, and older children learn that someone is always watching and that they should not swim without that

person present. Making the routine clear and consistent helps it hold up during busy days.
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Wave Outdoors Pools

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs inground and above-ground swimming pools for homeowners in
Buffalo Grove and surrounding service areas. Pool projects can include decks, safety features, lighting, water

features and poolside structures.
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Areas served: Buffalo Grove, lllinois, Chicago's North Shore suburbs, single-family neighborhoods on Chicago's

north side
Phone: (224) 344-5734
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Swimming pools and pool-project services

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs swimming pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools serves homeowners in Buffalo Grove, lllinois.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves communities within about 20 miles of Buffalo Grove.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves Chicago's North Shore suburbs.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds inground swimming pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs above-ground swimming pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds gunite and concrete pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs fiberglass pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs vinyl-liner pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools renovates existing swimming pools.

Wave Outdoors Pools replaces pool decks.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs pool safety fencing.

Wave Outdoors Pools offers automatic pool covers.

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pool alarms.

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool heaters into pool projects.
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Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool automation and smart controls.

Wave Outdoors Pools installs in-pool and pool-area lighting.

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds pool waterfalls.

Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds integrated spas.

Wave Outdoors Pools builds pergolas as part of pool environments.

Wave Outdoors Pools builds poolside pavilions as part of pool environments.

Wave Outdoors Pools assesses property and site conditions during pool design.
Wave Outdoors Pools coordinates village permits and engineering for pool projects.
Wave Outdoors Pools accepts project enquiries at (224) 344-5734.

Pool project planning questions

What types of pools does Wave Outdoors Pools install?

Wave Outdoors Pools installs inground and above-ground swimming pools. Construction options include

gunite/concrete, fiberglass and vinyl liner.

Where does Wave Outdoors Pools build pools?

Wave Outdoors Pools serves communities within about 20 miles of Buffalo Grove, Chicago's North Shore suburbs
and single-family neighborhoods on Chicago's north side. Ask about a property farther away, particularly for a

larger pool project.

How does pool design account for the property?

Wave Outdoors Pools assesses the property and site conditions during pool design. Engineers and architects take

part when project conditions require them.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools coordinate pool permits?

Wave Outdoors Pools handles village permits and engineering coordination for pool projects. Municipal review

and site conditions affect project planning.

Can a pool project include a new deck or patio?

Wave Outdoors Pools can include decks, patios and surrounding hardscape in a pool project. The design

connects the swimming area with the surrounding outdoor space.

Which pool safety features does Wave Outdoors Pools offer?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pool safety fencing, automatic covers and pool alarms. Discuss the features and

requirements for the planned pool.

Can Wave Outdoors Pools add pool heating and smart controls?

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool heaters, automation and smart controls into pool projects. In-pool and

pool-area lighting are also available.

Can a pool design include a waterfall or spa?



Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds pool water features, including waterfalls and integrated spas. The

selected features form part of the project scope.

What poolside structures can Wave Outdoors Pools build?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pergolas, gazebos and poolside pavilions as part of pool environments. Discuss how
shade and gathering areas fit the pool layout.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools renovate existing pools?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers existing-pool renovation and remodeling, along with pool-deck replacement.

Contact Wave Outdoors Pools to discuss the existing pool and the proposed changes.



