
On the face of it, scoring 22 or 23 goals in a single season sounds like a solid return for any forward. Yet, if you’re
tracking discussions among Liverpool fans—particularly those scrutinizing a successor to Mohamed Salah—you’ll
often hear cries of “bad season” even when players hit these tallies. What's going on here? Why do some goal
totals, which in most contexts would be celebrated, attract borderline disappointment or sharp analysis?

In this post, we’ll break down the layers behind this phenomenon, explore key sets of data tools like Flashscore
player and team pages and Oddstrader offshore betting odds, plus dissect themes like:

Price tag pressure on big clubs

The burden of replacing Mohamed Salah’s output

Goal contributions vs straight goals

The vital importance of injury context and season resets

The Price Tag Pressure at Big Clubs: Expectations vs Reality
First off, context is king. When a player arrives at a club like Liverpool for £50 million plus, folks naturally peg their
expectations higher than just "acceptable." Liverpool’s recent transfer history helps us sanity-check these numbers.

Player Transfer Fee (£m) Goals in First Season Minutes Played Mohamed Salah (2017) 39.6 44 (all comps) 4415
Diogo Jota (2020) 44.8 19 3182 Darwin Núñez (2022) 64.5 22* 3210

*2022-23 season goals across competitions

Notice how even the highest profile signing, Salah, smashed expectations immediately. His goal tallies set a
ludicrous standard, and subsequent signings are compared directly to his levels—not averaged across the league
or past forwards at barcola vs mbappe speed different clubs. This breeds an unusual pressure. Players delivering
22 or 23 goals are good by most metrics—but compared to Salah’s elite scorer expectations, that may feel
underwhelming.

Replacing Mohamed Salah’s Output: The Challenge Is More Than Goals

https://www.tribalfootball.com/article/soccer-champions-league-exclusive-heskey-reveals-isak-s-minumum-target-says-barcola-must-hit-the-ground-running-97b078e3-df5e-4071-8cde-af6820f3e66e


We often see Salah as the benchmark for goal returns—but he’s also a multi-faceted contributor, involved in
assists, pressing, and chance creation. Here’s where goal contributions (goals + assists) come into play.

Checking Flashscore’s player pages is revealing. For example, Salah’s 2021/22 season stats included:

31 goals in the Premier League

9 assists

Goal contribution every 72 minutes

Compare that with someone hitting 22 goals but with fewer assists and less involvement in key plays. The overall
threat level becomes measurably different, despite the superficially similar goal totals.

Fans and pundits watch these nuanced metrics closely—or at least they should, instead of leaning on lazy goal
tallies as sole indicators.

Why Goal Totals Can Be Misleading: The Goal Contributions Debate
This debate is central when judging if 22 or 23 goals equals a “good” or “bad” season. In high-level football, the
impact you have beyond scoring counts immensely.

Goals-only metric: Straightforward, but ignores assists, key passes, and overall influence.

Goal contributions: More holistic but requires more detailed data and context.

Minutes played and injury adjustments: Players missing big chunks through injury might have lower totals
but a better per-minute rate.

Want to know something interesting? for context, if a player notches 23 goals in 3500 minutes, but another scores
20 in 2500 minutes with 10 assists, the second might be statistically more valuable, but public perception lags
behind these nuanced analyses.

Betting Odds and Market Expectations: The Oddstrader Angle

This reminds me of something that happened thought they could save money but ended up paying more.. Betting
markets like Oddstrader offer quantitatively expressed expectations that serve as a canny proxy for public and
expert consensus. When player odds to “top score” or hit certain goal totals are set, they reflect cumulative
pressure from fans, analysts, and historical data.

For example, a €60 million signing who is priced with short odds to hit 25+ goals but ends with 22 or 23 finds
themselves branded as underperforming, even if those goals are objectively excellent for many forwards. Odds—
and the markets they represent—help frame how pressure and “disappointment” perceptions build up beyond the
raw performance.

Injury Context and Season Resets: A More Forgiving Lens
Often overlooked in noisy fan takes is the full injury and minutes played look. Injuries disrupt rhythm, reduce
minutes, and skew perception.

Take a case where a striker scores 22 goals but missed 8 league games mid-season with niggles. Using Flashscore
tools, cross-referencing minutes played against team fixtures can reveal that the player sustained a high goals-
per-90 minute ratio.



Season resets—different tactical setups, managerial changes, or competition shifts—also affect the way fans
perceive success. A 22-goal haul in a transition season might deserve more credit than a stat sheet judged in a
vacuum.

Summary: Why Fans Get Mixed on 22-23 Goal Seasons
1. Price and prestige at big clubs inflate expectations —a £60 million forward isn’t just any goal scorer; they

are expected to approach Salah standards immediately.

2. Goal contributions matter—not just raw goals. Assists, chance creation, and general attacking involvement
shape real impact.

3. Public perception lags behind advanced metrics—many fans fixate on goal totals alone, without adjusting
for injuries or minutes played.

4. Betting markets codify expectations—short odds to hit lofty targets bring pressure and generate
disappointment when players “only” meet very good but not Salah-level figures.

5. Injuries and tactical changes require compassion and context—a season of 22 goals might be
outstanding under the surface if you deep-dive beyond headlines.

Final Thought

Calling a 22 or 23 goal season “bad” often reflects broader narratives of pressure, context, and unrealistic
comparisons more than pure output. Fans and analysts alike would do well to use tools like Flashscore to sanity-
check minutes and goals per 90, and consider market expectations via Oddstrader before jumping to verdicts.
Otherwise, we risk falling into tired buzzwords and unhelpful oversimplifications that don’t reward good
performances fairly.


