
Why Doors Stop Latching When The Foundation Moves
When doors start sticking or the latch will not catch in a Collin County home, window installation Celina the issue
is often bigger than the door itself.

Still, when multiple doors act up at the same time, or the problem gets worse after a dry spell or a heavy rain
cycle, foundation movement moves higher on the list.

That movement does not always look dramatic from the street, but inside the house it often shows up first at the
doors and trim.

An experienced foundation repair company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

What Foundation Movement Does To A Door Frame
Even modest movement can twist a frame just enough to throw the latch out of line with the strike plate.

The mechanics are usually straightforward.

You may see one or more of these signs:

* The top of the door scrapes the jamb or floor

The latch plate no longer lines up

Gaps appear uneven around the edges

Interior doors will not stay shut

Exterior doors need extra force to lock

These symptoms matter because they often change slowly.

In newer neighborhoods, especially where houses are built on slabs, the problem can appear sooner than many
owners expect.

What To Look For Before You Start Adjusting Hinges
The quickest way to separate a door problem from a structural one is to look for patterns.

A door-only issue often has a narrow cause.

Foundation-related issues tend to have a broader footprint.

Common warning signs include:

* Doors that stick in more than one room

Cracks that run from corners of doors or windows

Uneven floors near the affected opening

Windows that also start to bind

Exterior brick gaps or stair-step cracking in mortar

If it became worse after a long dry stretch, a heavy rain period, or a hot summer, the timing may support a soil
movement issue.
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A door that opens fine in spring may hang differently by late summer, then change again after fall rains.

How Pros Diagnose The Real Source Of Misalignment
The inspector should look at floors, trim, walls, exterior masonry, and the way several openings line up across the
structure.

A basic inspection usually looks at a few key points.

If the opening is out of square, forcing the door to fit can create more wear on the hardware and the jamb.

A door can be repaired in a way that masks the symptom while the real issue keeps spreading.

Here are the practical checks that usually matter most:

* Compare the door with nearby windows and trim

Check for matching cracks inside and outside

Look for drainage problems around the foundation

Confirm whether any plumbing or moisture issues are present

Measure whether the opening is still square

The important point is that a misaligned door is a clue, not a diagnosis.

When Repair Makes Sense And When Structural Work Is Needed
For many homeowners, that is the least expensive and fastest fix.

If the misalignment is part of a larger pattern, it is wiser to address the foundation first.

Ignoring it usually turns a manageable repair into a bigger project later.

That small bit of recordkeeping can make the next step much clearer.

If you catch it early, you have more repair options and a better chance of avoiding wider interior damage.


