
What an Austin Roof Inspection Reveals About
Your Home
Living in Austin means dealing with a roof that takes a beating from sun, storms, and the
occasional hail event. Most homeowners only think about their roof when water shows up on
the ceiling or when they spot a missing shingle after a windstorm. By then, the damage has
already spread. A professional austin roof inspection catches those problems early, often
before they become expensive repairs. I have done this work for over a decade and have seen
the same patterns over and over: small issues that could have been fixed for a few hundred
dollars turn into thousands in structural damage because no one looked.

The Difference Between a Walkaround and a Real Inspection
There is a big gap between standing in the yard with binoculars and actually getting on the roof
deck. A proper austin roof inspection means walking every section, checking every penetration,
and looking at the underlayment from inside the attic. Binoculars miss the soft spots. They
miss the nail pops and the lifted flashing around a skylight. I have climbed roofs that looked
solid from the street, only to find the underlayment was completely deteriorated. The owner
had no idea, because the asphalt shingles on top still looked fine from below.

Thermal imaging is one tool that changes the game. A good inspector carries a thermal
camera and scans the roof deck for hidden moisture. Wet insulation holds heat differently, so it
shows up as a cold spot on the scan. That can reveal a leak long before it stains the ceiling.
Drone inspection also helps on steep roofs or multi-story homes, but it still cannot replace
hands-on checking of flashing and penetrations. A drone can see the big picture, but it cannot
feel the soft decking under a layer of moss.

Common Problems Found During an Inspection

Hail Damage

Austin gets hail every few years, and even small hailstones can bruise asphalt shingles. The
damage is not always visible from the ground. A bruised shingle loses its granules, which
accelerates aging. Within a year or two, that section may start to crack and curl. I have seen
roofs that looked fine after a storm but had dozens of compromised shingles that needed
replacing.



Wind Uplift and Missing Fasteners

Wind uplift is especially common on flat roof sections and around edges. When a strong gust
catches the overhang, it can lift the shingles and pull the fasteners loose. Over time, the
underlayment gets exposed and starts to weather. Metal roofing is better at resisting uplift if it
has the right clip system, but I still find panels that were not fastened to spec. A thorough
austin roof inspection checks every fastener zone, especially along the rake and eave.

Gutter and Downspout Issues

Clogged gutters and downspouts cause water to back up under the shingles. That water finds
its way to the fascia and soffit, rotting the wood from the inside. Ice dams form in winter when
the gutters are full and the attic heat melts snow on the roof. The water refreezes at the edge
and pushes under the shingles. In Texas, ice dams are rare, but the same principle applies with
leaf-clogged gutters after a heavy rain. I always check the gutter apron and the drip edge
during an inspection.

What a Good Inspector Looks For
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Start at the top: the ridge, the hips, and any valleys. Those are the seams where water tries to
get in. Next, every penetration: skylights, plumbing vents, chimneys, and attic fans. The flashing
around those is usually the first thing to fail. Rubber boots crack, lead flashing splits, and the
sealant dries out. I carry a small tool to gently probe the edges. If the flashing lifts, it needs
replacement.

Then move to the roof deck itself. I look for soft spots, sagging areas, and any sign of moss or
algae growth. Moss holds moisture against the shingles and accelerates decay. Moss removal
is not just cosmetic; it prolongs the life of the roof. On tile roofing, moss can grow between the
tiles and lift them. On flat roof sections, standing water is the enemy. A flat roof should have a
slight slope to drain, but many were installed with too little pitch. Puddles that last more than
24 hours will eventually breach the underlayment.



The Inside Story: Attic and Soffit Checks



A roof inspection is not complete without going into the attic. That is where you see the real
evidence: water stains on the rafters, daylight coming through nail holes, and insulation that is
wet and compressed. The soffit vents also tell a story. If the soffit is blocked or painted shut,
the attic does not get enough airflow. That traps heat and moisture, which shortens the life of
the underlayment and the decking. I have seen attics with black mold growing because the
previous owner sealed the soffit vents to keep out wasps. That is a setup for rot.

When to Schedule an Inspection
Most people call after a storm or after they notice a leak. That is reactive. The smarter
approach is proactive: schedule an inspection every two to three years, and definitely after any
major hail or wind event. If you are buying or selling a home, a professional inspection is a
must. I have done inspections on homes that were under contract, and the inspection revealed
roof damage that changed the sale price by thousands of dollars. The buyer had the leverage
to ask for repairs or a credit.

What the Report Should Include
A good inspection report is not just a yes or no. It should describe the condition of each
component:

Condition of the roof deck and underlayment

Status of all flashing, skylight seals, and pipe boots

Gutter and downspout function and debris level

Any signs of hail damage, wind uplift, or moss

Estimated remaining life of the roof covering

The report should also include photos and thermal images where possible. If the inspector
finds a problem, the report should explain the cause and the recommended fix. That gives you
a roadmap, not just a diagnosis.



DIY vs Professional Inspection



You can do a basic visual check from a ladder. Look for missing shingles, curled edges, and
stains on the ceiling. But that is not the same as a professional inspection. A pro has the
training, the tools, and the insurance. OSHA requires fall protection for anyone working on a
roof above a certain height, and most homeowners do not own a harness and anchor system. I
have seen too many homeowners fall off ladders trying to inspect their own roof. Paying for a
professional is cheaper than an emergency room visit.

The Bottom Line
A roof is a complex system. It is not just the shingles or the tiles. It includes the underlayment,
the flashing, the gutters, the downspouts, the skylight seals, and the ventilation through the
soffit and fascia. All of those pieces work together to keep water out. When one fails, the
others are stressed. A thorough austin roof inspection evaluates every part of that system and
gives you the information you need to protect your home. That kind of knowledge is worth the
time and the modest cost.


