
What to Know About Asphalt Shingle Roofs for
Your Home
Choosing a roof material means weighing appearance, durability, and how well it handles the
local weather. For many homeowners in northern Florida, asphalt-based shingles are a
common starting point. They offer a familiar look and a reasonable balance of cost and
performance. But before you commit to any material, it helps to understand how these roofs
are built, what makes them last, and where they can fall short.

How a Shingle Roof Is Assembled
A shingle roof is more than just the shingles you see from the street. The layers underneath
matter just as much. A typical installation starts with the roof deck, which is usually plywood or
oriented strand board (OSB). On top of that goes a layer of shingle underlayment. This is a
waterproof membrane that protects the deck from moisture that might get past the shingles.
Without a proper underlayment, even the best shingles can lead to rot and leaks over time.

Next come the shingles themselves. They are installed in overlapping rows, starting from the
bottom edge and working up to the ridge. The overlap is what sheds water. Each shingle is
fastened with nails, and the nailing pattern is critical. Nails placed too high or too low can
cause the shingle to loosen or crack. Most manufacturers specify exactly where nails should
go, and following that pattern helps the roof perform as designed.

Flashing and Ventilation

Flashing is installed around chimneys, vents, and valleys where two roof planes meet. Shingle
flashing is typically made from metal or a durable rubberized material. It directs water away
from these vulnerable spots. Poorly installed flashing is one of the most common causes of
attic leaks, even on roofs that are otherwise sound.

Ventilation is another often-overlooked detail. A shingle roof needs airflow underneath to
prevent heat and moisture buildup. Ridge vents and soffit vents work together to pull air
through the attic space. Without good ventilation, shingles can warp, and ice dams can form in
colder climates. In Florida, the main concern is moisture and heat driving premature aging of
the shingles.



Types of Shingles Available
Asphalt shingles, sometimes called composition shingles, are the most common residential
option. They are made from a fiberglass or organic mat saturated with asphalt and coated with
mineral granules. They come in a wide range of colors and styles. Some are designed to mimic
the look of wood or slate. They are lightweight, relatively easy to install, and generally
affordable compared to other materials.

Wood shingles, usually cedar or redwood, offer a natural look that weathers to a soft gray. They
require more maintenance than asphalt shingles. They can crack or split over time, especially
in humid climates. They also need to be treated to resist rot and insects. Wood shingles are
less common in Florida because of the high moisture levels.

Slate shingles are a premium option. They are dense, fireproof, and can last for decades. But
they are heavy, expensive, and require a roof structure that can support the extra weight. Slate
is also brittle and can crack if walked on. For most homes in northern Florida, slate is overkill
unless the house is designed specifically for it.



Durability and Weather Resistance
Florida weather puts roofs to the test. Intense sun, heavy rain, and the occasional hurricane
mean a roof needs to hold up under stress. Asphalt shingles handle heat reasonably well, but
they can degrade faster in direct sunlight if the granules wear off. Once the granules are gone,
the asphalt is exposed to UV rays and begins to crack and curl.

Wind is another factor. Shingles can lift or tear off in strong gusts if they are not nailed
correctly. The nailing pattern and the quality of the underlayment both affect how well a roof
resists wind uplift. Some manufacturers rate their shingles for specific wind speeds, and it is
worth checking those ratings if you live in an area prone to storms.

Roof deck preparation also plays a role. A smooth, clean deck allows the underlayment to lay
flat and bond properly. Any bumps or debris can create weak spots. In a storm, those weak
spots can become failure points.

When Shingle Roofing Makes Sense
For many homes, shingle roofing provides a practical balance of cost, appearance, and
performance. It works well on moderately sloped roofs where water can run off easily. It is also
relatively easy to repair. If a few shingles are damaged, a roofer can replace them without
tearing off the entire roof. That is a real advantage over some other materials that require more
extensive work for minor repairs.
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However, shingles are not ideal for every situation. Very low-slope roofs need special care. On
a shallow pitch, water can seep between the shingles before it runs off. In those cases, a
different type of roofing, such as a membrane or metal roof, might be a better choice. The
same goes for roofs with a lot of penetrations, like skylights or multiple vents. Each penetration
is a potential leak point, and the flashing around them has to be done precisely.

Maintenance and Lifespan

A well-installed asphalt shingle roof can last 20 to 30 years, depending on the quality of the
shingles and the local climate. Regular inspections help catch small problems before they turn
into big ones. Look for curled or missing shingles, granule loss in the gutters, and signs of
moss or algae growth. Moss can hold moisture against the shingles and speed up
deterioration.

Cleaning the gutters is also important. Clogged gutters can cause water to back up under the
shingles at the eaves. That can rot the deck and the fascia board. A simple annual cleaning can
prevent that kind of damage.

What to Watch Out For
One common mistake is assuming all shingles are the same. There are differences in
thickness, granule adhesion, and warranty coverage. Cheaper shingles may look fine at first but
can start failing within a few years. It is usually worth spending a little more for a product from
a reputable manufacturer.

Another issue is improper installation. Even top-quality shingles will fail if they are not installed
correctly. Common errors include using the wrong nails, not staggering the joints, and
skimping on underlayment. A good roofer follows the manufacturer's instructions carefully. If
you are hiring a contractor, ask about their experience with the specific shingle brand you are
considering.



Finally, be cautious about adding too many layers. Some homeowners try to save money by
laying new shingles over old ones. That can work in theory, but it adds weight to the roof and
can hide underlying damage. Most building codes limit the number of layers to two. Beyond
that, the old roof should be stripped off before a new one goes on.

Shingle roofing remains a solid choice for many homes in northern Florida. It offers a classic
look, good protection from the elements, and reasonable repair options. The key is to choose
quality materials, make sure the installation is done right, and stay on top of maintenance. With
those pieces in place, a shingle roof can serve you well for decades.


