
What Hail Usually Does To A Window
Not every storm-damaged window in Dallas TX looks dramatic at first. More often than not, the early signs are
small enough to miss unless you know what to look for.

The glass may show small chips, pockmarks, or a spiderweb crack pattern after a hard hail hit. A severe hit can
turn a small nick into a visible crack that keeps traveling.

The frame and surrounding parts matter too. A storm can leave dents in metal trim, cracked caulk, and bruised
wood that only becomes obvious later. If the weather seal is compromised, water intrusion can follow after the
next heavy rain.

A Practical Way To Check For Damage
Start with a slow visual inspection in daylight. View the window from several angles, because small pits and chips
can disappear when you look straight on.

If you can do so safely, inspect both the exterior and interior sides of the glass. On the exterior, look for chips,
bruised spots, visible fractures, and frame dents. Interior clues often show up later, after the impact has disturbed
the seal or alignment.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

A short checklist helps when you are trying to separate hail damage from ordinary wear:

tiny circular chips or dimples in the glass

star fractures, edge cracks, or longer lines that appeared after the storm

dented metal cladding, bent screens, or damaged exterior trim

opened seams, failed sealant, or gaps that used to be sealed

new fogging between panes that was not present before

It also helps to compare damaged Dallas Windows & Doors windows with undamaged ones on the same
elevation. A consistent hit pattern on one exposure can help distinguish storm damage from isolated age-related
failure.

Signs The Window Needs More Than Cleaning
A few cosmetic chips do not always mean the whole unit is done. The difference usually comes down to whether
the glass, seal, or frame has been compromised.

If the damage is limited to surface blemishes, the window may still perform as intended. Still, multiple strikes can
leave the pane more vulnerable than it looked on day one.

The stakes are higher when the storm affects the window’s ability to seal or hold together. Cracks, seal failure,
loose glass, and bent frames can create leaks and make the home harder to keep cool. Windows that shift out of
alignment after hail should be taken seriously.

In Dallas TX, storm damage often gets mixed with heat stress, foundation movement, and older materials that
were already tired before the hail hit. A weak window can cross the line from usable to damaged after one rough
weather event.
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What To Do Next If You Suspect Hail Damage
Good documentation matters if you plan to file a claim or get a contractor opinion. Use wide shots, close-ups,
and pictures that show the window in relation to the rest of the home.

If the glass is broken or water is coming in, secure the area right away. Safety and water control come before
cosmetic cleanup.

Repair is sometimes enough when the issue is limited to minor surface damage, small sealant problems, or a
screen that took the hit. When the pane is fractured, the seal is gone, or the frame is no longer square,
replacement is usually the better path.

Homeowners often ask whether insurance will help. If you suspect a claim is involved, get a qualified inspection
before you make a final decision.

If you are deciding whether to repair or replace, focus on function first. Once a storm has left impact marks, the
safest approach is to assume the window needs a closer look, not a guess.


