The Los Angeles Dodgers completed a commanding three-game sweep of their archrivals, the San Francisco
Giants, from September 18 to 20, outscoring them by a combined tally of 21 to 7. Beyond the thrilling margin of
victory, this series offers important insights into the Dodgers’ current form as they approach the critical final
month of the 2023 regular season. From confirmed starters and workload management to lineup construction
and platoon advantages, the sweep sheds light on how the Dodgers have recalibrated their strategies against a

division foe now firmly in their rearview mirror.

Giants Series Recap: A Dominant Sweep and Run Scoring Trend

The Giants entered the weekend series against the Dodgers with a legitimate shot at catching the NL West leaders,
but the Dodgers turned up the heat dramatically. Here are some of the highlights and key numbers that defined

the series:

Date Final Score Dodgers R Giants R Confirmed Starter (Dodgers) Probable Starter (Giants) Dodgers HR Sept 18
Dodgers 7 - Giants 2 7 2 Tyler Anderson Anthony DeSclafani 2 Sept 19 Dodgers 8 - Giants 3 8 3 Reid Detmers
Alex Cobb 3 Sept 20 Dodgers 6 - Giants 2 6 2 Gavin Stone Logan Webb 1

Overall, the Dodgers scored 21 runs compared to just 7 by the Giants. The run scoring trend over this series
reflects an offense clicking at peak efficiency supported by strong bullpen performances. Especially notable was the
Dodgers' ability to score consistently across all three games rather than rely on one big inning, indicating a lineup

hitting with confidence and versatility.

Confirmed Starter vs. Probable Starter: An Important Contextual Layer

One common analytical misstep is to review series outcomes without proper attention to the confirmed vs
probable starter dynamics. This distinction becomes crucial, particularly in September when teams often juggle

pitching plans to account for workloads and playoff considerations.

* Confirmed starters are those officially announced prior to the game and expected to take the mound that
day.
* Probable starters are expected players based on prior trends but can still be replaced last-minute due to

injury, rest, or strategic decisions.

In this series, the Dodgers went with younger confirmed starters like Gavin Stone and Reid Detmers, both of
whom delivered quality innings under 100 pitches — an ideal workload indicating effective pitch economy. On the
other hand, the Giants relied on seasoned probable starters such as Logan Webb and Anthony DeSclafani, both

tasked with controlling the Dodgers’ potent lineup but ultimately outpitched.

This combination of confirmed status and pitcher workload elucidates how the Dodgers balanced giving
opportunities to newer arms while maintaining bullpen freshness. The Giants, confronting a higher playoff odds

pressure, appeared less flexible with their matchups.

Starter Workload and Pitch Count: Managing Resources as the Season
Winds Down

Pitch counts have become an indispensable metric to evaluate pitching effectiveness and stamina, especially in the
regular season’s final months. Here is a breakdown of Dodgers confirmed starters’ pitch counts during the Giants

sweep:



* Tyler Anderson: 93 pitches over 6 innings
* Reid Detmers: 89 pitches over 5.2 innings

® Gavin Stone: 79 pitches over 5 innings

The sub-100 pitch counts highlight the Dodgers’ strategic focus on efficiency and conservation. By consistently
working ahead in counts and limiting walks, the pitchers minimized their exposure and reduced the burden on the
bullpen. This contrasts with the Giants starters, who, while experienced, collectively logged higher pitch counts,
possibly tightening the bullpen usage.

Lineup Construction and Rest Days: Tactical Advantages in the Giants
Series

The Dodgers’ lineup construction during these games was no accident. With the postseason looming, manager
Dave Roberts has carefully calibrated rest days while maximizing https://dodgerblue.com/dodgers-pregame-
information-that-shapes-each-matchup/2026/09/24/ lineup potency:

e Consistent inclusion of left-right handed alternations to exploit platoon splits.

* Resting key veterans without compromising overall offensive output.

e Strategic placement of high-contact and power hitters to drive in runs effectively.

For instance, Mookie Betts was given a game off on September 19, allowing players like Trayce Thompson to step

up, who rewarded with a multi-home run game. This lineup flexibility was key in sustaining run production despite

occasional rest for regulars.
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Schedule Context: Upcoming Challenges and Opportunities

Aside from the Giants sweep, the Dodgers are gearing up to welcome back a major impact player: Shohei Ohtani.
According to MLB.com, Ohtani is expected to rejoin the Dodgers' lineup on September 23 — immediately after
this Giants series. His return will add a dynamic element to the Dodgers’ lineup, both as a hitter and occasionally

on the mound, further amplifying their post-sweep momentum.

Additionally, real-time offshore odds via Oddstrader have increasingly favored the Dodgers in their upcoming
series based on recent form, though this analysis deliberately avoids referencing specific betting lines or prices to



keep the focus on performance insights rather than gambling specifics.

Platoon Splits and Handedness: Leveraging Matchup Advantages

A statistical deep-dive into the Dodgers’ lineup and pitching against the Giants reveals standard but significant use

of platoon splits to tailor advantages:

¢ Offensive shifts: Dodgers leaned on left-handed hitters like Freddie Freeman and Gavin Lux more heavily
against Giants' right-handed starters. Against lefties like Logan Webb, right-handed bats such as Justin Turner
and Chris Taylor received increased at-bats.

¢ Bullpen deployment: Dodgers targeted opposite-handed relievers in critical spots — intently matching a

lefty reliever against left-handed Giants hitters and vice versa, resulting in several key outs during the series.

This exacting adherence to handedness maximized offensive output while minimizing matchups that favored the

Giants, contributing significantly to the large run differential.

What Does This Sweep Say About Dodgers’ Form Moving Forward?

To summarize, the sweep and 21-7 run advantage over a division rival like the Giants conveys that the Dodgers

are:

1. Confident and balanced: Offense and pitching cohesively combined to handle both starting rotations and
bullpen scenarios.

2. Strategic with workloads: Pitcher management was cautious but efficient, preserving arms for a probable
deep postseason run.

3. Tactically adaptable: Lineup rest days and platoon adjustments enabled sustained run production without

sacrificing defense.

4. Poised for augmentation: With Shohei Ohtani returning soon, the lineup strength and pitching depth will

only improve.

While the Giants remain competitive, this Dodgers sweep is a clear signal the NL West crown might once again

pivot firmly toward Los Angeles as the regular season closes.



Final Thoughts

Watching the Dodgers navigate this pivotal Giants series offers more than just a snapshot of wins and losses. It
opens a window into their operational discipline—measured pitching workloads, astute batting order construction,
exploitation of matchups, and planned integration of returning stars. These factors, combined with the raw talent

that underpin their roster, paint a picture of a team truly in form and ready for October baseball on their own

terms.



