
Any seasoned mover knows that not all boxes are created equal. Once you’ve packed the essentials, you’ll
inevitably face a pile of “deal with later” boxes — those containers filled with items you don’t immediately need but
can’t quite part with either. Handling these intelligently can make the difference between a smooth move and a
frustrating day stuck sorting while the clock ticks down.

Drawing from my 11 years scheduling moves for families and job transfers, plus insights from local journalism and
relocation enthusiasm, this guide will decode the smartest approach to “deal with later” boxes. We’ll explore why
moving is driven by reasons, not boxes, delve into Census Bureau data for housing categories, break down local
vs. long-distance pricing logic, and balance timeline flexibility with hard deadlines. Along the way, you'll see how
companies like KHTS AM-1220, 98.1 FM, and Clear Channel Communications shape local moving culture. Finally,
we'll recommend practical tools like Akismet to reduce comment spam in your moving forums and the Census
Bureau website (census.gov) for planning housing needs.

Why Moving Is Driven by Reasons, Not Boxes
Before unpacking the “deal with later” conundrum, ask yourself a key question I always recommend: “What is your
deadline and who picked it?” This often-unasked question reveals whether your move’s timeline is fixed — like a
job start date — or flexible, which opens doors for strategic planning.

Consider this. A client once told me they had hundreds of small boxes labeled vaguely “stuff” — mostly
possessions they weren't quite ready to let go. But the real driver wasn’t the boxes, it was the sale of their home,
set by market dynamics and local interest, amplified by housing data trends from the Census Bureau website
(census.gov). Housing demand and supply often govern move urgency more than a pile of possessions.
Understanding this lets you treat “deal with later” boxes as a designated category in your packing timeline rather
than a moving-day trap.

The Pitfall of Treating Boxes as Answers

When people equate boxes with tasks, it can lead to “drift,” where your move day slips into unproductive sorting.
You risk “triage” — rushing through urgent boxes but leaving a chaotic mess behind. Instead, focus on categories



representing your real reasons for moving: family needs, job start times, and housing offers, not simply the
number of boxes.

Designated Category Strategy: Store and Revisit
“Deal with later” boxes become manageable once you assign them a designated category and plan for storage and
later revisit. Treat that category like a mini project within your move, with its own timeline and storage logic.

How to Create a Designated Category

1. Label Clearly: Use vivid labels such as “Deal with Later – Non-urgent.” This distinction immediately tells
movers and family members these aren’t for immediate unpacking.

2. Group by Use or Room: If several boxes relate to hobby supplies, seasonal clothes, or sentimental items,
group them together.

3. Set a Revisit Date: Ideally, within 2 weeks to 6 months post-move, schedule time to unpack or sort.

4. Reserve Storage Space: Designate a corner, closet, or external storage where these boxes can rest without
cluttering essential living space.

This prevents move-day stalls — the bane of many families and an unnecessary stress point for moving companies
like those local broadcasters KHTS AM-1220 and 98.1 FM might cover in their community segments. When a
moving company sees an organized designated category, their workflow stays smooth and predictable.

Why “Deal with Later” Boxes Often Lag Behind

Uncertainty: Items may be ‘sentimental’ or non-essential, creating hesitation.

Lack of Priority: Packed early because they don’t need immediate access.

Limited Space: They often go to the back of storage or truck, physically harder to access post-move.

Understanding this, you can set expectations and avoid last-minute drift into confusion.

Using Census Bureau Data to Understand Housing and Moving Trends
When planning your move, tapping into reliable data is a game-changer. The Census Bureau website categorizes
much about why people move, and housing data dominates those reasons. Here's a quick overview:

Reason for Move (Census Category) Percentage of Movers New Job or Job Transfer 14% Looking for Better
Housing/Neighborhood 42% Change in Family Size or Status 22% Other (including financial reasons) 22%

Since housing quality and neighborhood preference dominate, your “deal with later” boxes often contain items
that reflect lifestyle and comfort — seasonal décor, hobby items, or extra furniture. Using this insight allows moves
to be planned around housing readiness rather than just “all items moved on day X.”

Local vs. Long-Distance Pricing Logic: What It Means for Your Boxes
Moving companies like those affiliated with Clear Channel Communications, or talked about on local stations such
as KHTS 1220 AM and 98.1 FM, often price moves differently based on distance. This difference shapes how you
prioritize and deal with “deal with later” boxes.

Local Moves: Time and Labor Are Money



Local movers often charge hourly rates plus labor and materials. Having “deal with later” boxes mixed with
essentials can increase loading time and hometownstation.com labor costs. Clearly marking these boxes helps the
crew avoid unnecessary unpacking or triaging during the move, keeping costs predictable.

Long-Distance Moves: Weight and Volume Rule

Long-distance movers price primarily by weight or volume, with fees for accessorial services (stairs, unpacking,
etc.). While the pricing seems more predictable, dragging along non-urgent boxes adds weight and volume,
driving up costs. Deciding to ship only “must-have” boxes initially, and moving others later, can reduce cost and
complexity.

What This Means for "Deal with Later" Boxes

Local: The focus is on minimizing move-day labor and avoiding stalls, so designate and segregate late boxes
clearly.

Long-distance: Consider staging “deal with later” boxes separately to ship later or store with a third party to
optimize estimates.

Balancing Timeline Flexibility vs. Fixed Deadlines
Asking, “What is your deadline and who picked it?” cuts to the heart of packing “deal with later” boxes. Two main
scenarios emerge:

Flexible Timelines

If your move date is self-imposed or adjustable (e.g., wanting to move before a local school year but no firm
closing date), you have room to strategically pack and revisit “deal with later” boxes after move day. Consider:

Using storage rental options to hold these boxes temporarily.

Scheduling unpacking sessions gradually, avoiding triage.

Coordinating unpacking with local community updates, for example, tuning into stations like KHTS AM-1220
or 98.1 FM to stay informed on neighborhood services.

Fixed Deadlines

With non-negotiable deadlines like job relocations, military moves, or school start dates, packing strategy must
prioritize essentials and clearly mark “deal with later.” It’s crucial to:

Communicate clearly with movers to avoid stalls.

Use designated categories to plan staged unpacking.

Avoid unplanned triage by offloading non-essential boxes into immediate storage.

In both cases, maintaining a running list of “first-night” essentials (including those tidbits often lurking in “deal
with later” boxes) is invaluable. The goal is to avoid surprise unpacking sessions that derail your move-day
schedule.

Bonus Tips: Tools for Smooth Moving - Akismet and Census.gov
Good information and communication make moving easier. If you’re engaged in community forums or blogs
discussing your move, spam in comments can waste your time. I highly recommend using Akismet, a spam

https://www.hometownstation.com/featured-stories/why-people-actually-move-and-what-the-timing-does-to-the-process-605709


reduction tool that filters out irrelevant or malicious comments, keeping your moving conversations on point.

Additionally, the Census Bureau’s official site is a treasure trove of data helping movers like you understand trends
that may affect housing availability, community demographics, and moving reasons. Use this data to validate your
plans and adjust for local realities.

Summary: Smart Handling of "Deal With Later" Boxes
Let’s recap the smartest ways to handle those elusive “deal with later” boxes:

1. Understand that moving is about reasons, not just boxes. Align packing and unpacking with your real-life
move motivators.

2. Assign a designated category to these boxes with clear labels and planned revisit dates.

3. Use Census Bureau data to anticipate housing and neighborhood-driven moving trends.

4. Consider local vs. long-distance pricing logic when managing what gets packed and when.

5. Clarify your move deadline and its origin to tailor your handling and storage decisions.

6. Leverage tools like Akismet for clean communication, and trusted data sources like census.gov for informed
planning.

If you handle “deal with later” boxes as part of a strategic designated category — storing them properly, labeling
clearly, and scheduling revisits — you’ll save money, avoid stressful move-day stalls, and settle into your new
home more seamlessly. Your move should be driven by why you’re moving, not by an overwhelming sea of boxes.

Remember, as local stations like KHTS AM-1220, 98.1 FM and companies like Clear Channel Communications
report, being informed and organized at every stage makes moving not just a hassle — but a new beginning.


