
Why Metal Roofing Austin TX Homeowners Are
Making the Switch

Living With a Metal Roof in Central Texas
After twenty years of patching asphalt shingles on my own house in Austin, I finally tore them
off for good and went with standing seam metal. That was six years ago, and I have not
touched the roof since. The decision was partly professional curiosity - I had installed enough
metal roofs for clients to know the material worked - but mostly it was exhaustion from annual
storm damage. That experience is why I now recommend metal roofing Austin TX to anyone
who asks about roof replacement.

The climate here in central Texas is uniquely hard on roofs. We get blistering July sun that
bakes asphalt into brittle crumbs. Then February brings an ice storm that pries those crumbs
loose. A metal roof handles both extremes better than almost any other material. The secret is
in how the panels move. Standing seam and corrugated metal both allow for thermal
expansion, so the roof does not buckle when temperatures swing sixty degrees in a single day.

Standing Seam vs. Corrugated Metal
If you are researching metal roofing Austin tx, you will see two main profiles. Standing seam
uses vertical panels with raised interlocking joints. The fasteners are hidden under the seams,
which gives a clean look and reduces leak points. Corrugated metal has the familiar wavy
shape with exposed screws along the ridges. It is less expensive and still very durable, but the
fasteners need periodic checks.

I have installed both on residential metal roofs in this area. For a house where appearance
matters, standing seam with a Kynar 500 coating holds its color for decades. For a barn,
workshop, or commercial metal roof, corrugated steel or aluminum does the job at a lower
metal roof cost. The choice comes down to budget and whether you want the fastener heads
visible.

Lifespan and Material Choices
The numbers that surprise most people are the lifespans. A quality metal roof will last 40 years
with basic maintenance, and many go past 70 years. Compare that to 20 years for composition
shingles or 30 for tile. The 40-year lifespan is realistic for steel panels in Austin's humidity. The
70-year lifespan applies to Galvalume or copper, both of which resist corrosion exceptionally
well.

https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/metal-roofing


Galvalume is a steel sheet coated with aluminum-zinc alloy. It costs less than copper but still
offers excellent rust protection. I have seen Galvalume roofs in the Hill Country that look nearly
new after thirty years. Copper goes further - it forms a green patina that protects the metal
underneath. A copper roof on a church in my neighborhood was installed in 1952 and still does
not leak. The trade-off is upfront cost: copper can run three times the price of Galvalume.

Zinc is another option that is gaining traction. It develops a soft gray patina and lasts as long
as copper. But zinc panels require a skilled roofing contractor to install. The metal expands and
contracts more than steel, so the attachment system has to allow movement. I have only
worked with zinc on two projects, both high-end custom homes. For most Austin homeowners,
Galvalume or pre-painted steel with Kynar 500 gives the best balance of durability and value.

Cost Considerations and Energy Efficiency
Metal roof cost is the first question I get from clients. Yes, the initial installation is higher than
asphalt shingles. But you have to factor in that you will probably never pay for another roof. A
single metal roof replacement can save you two or three rounds of shingle replacement over
fifty years. That math usually settles the budget argument.

There is also the energy efficiency angle. A cool roofing metal panel - one with a reflective
coating - can cut summer cooling bills by ten to fifteen percent. In Austin, where air
conditioning runs eight months a year, that adds up. Aluminum is naturally reflective, but most
steel panels now come with cool-roof paint systems. I always spec a light color for south-
facing slopes. It keeps the attic temperature down and extends the life of the HVAC equipment.

Practical Details: Snow Guards, Fasteners, and Noise
People worry about noise during rain. With proper insulation and a solid deck underneath, a
metal roof is no louder than any other. I have stood inside a metal-roofed house during a
hailstorm and could barely hear the pellets. The key is a layer of closed-cell foam or rigid
insulation between the metal and the ceiling. That same insulation helps with energy efficiency.

One detail that gets overlooked is snow guards. In central Texas we do not get heavy snow, but
we do get ice. A sudden thaw can send sheets of ice sliding off a metal roof, which is
dangerous if the roof is over a walkway or driveway. I install snow guards on any metal roof
that has a pitch steeper than 6/12. They are low-profile aluminum or stainless steel clips that
break up the ice sheet. Cheap insurance for a few hundred dollars.

Working With a Roofing Contractor
Not every roofer knows how to handle metal. The panels require precise cutting and the seams
need to be formed correctly. A bad standing seam installation will leak at the end laps within



five years. When I hire a roofing contractor for my own projects, I look for someone who has
done at least a dozen metal roofs in the Austin area. Local experience matters because the
installer has to account for our specific thermal cycles and wind loads.

For a commercial metal roof, the stakes are even higher. A flat or low-slope metal roof needs
standing seam with continuous cleats. The fastening system has to handle uplift from
thunderstorms. I have seen panels peel off a warehouse because the installer used the wrong
clip spacing. That is an expensive mistake. Pay for an experienced crew and you will never
think about it again.

Maintenance and Long-Term Care
Metal roofs demand very little, but they are not zero maintenance. Every two or three years,
walk the roof and check the fasteners. Corrugated panels will sometimes back out a screw.
Tighten it and seal the washer. Standing seam roofs rarely need that, but the ridge caps and
flashings should be inspected after a big storm. Keep the gutters clean - metal roofs shed
water fast, and a clogged gutter can send water back under the edge.

If you have a residential metal roof with Galvalume or Kynar 500 coating, do not let anyone
pressure wash it. High pressure can drive water behind the seams. A soft brush and garden
hose is all it needs. For copper or zinc, just let the patina develop. Trying to polish those metals
removes the protective layer and shortens the life.

Final Thoughts on Going Metal
Every roof is a compromise. Asphalt shingles are cheap upfront but short-lived. Tile is heavy
and expensive to repair. A metal roof sits in the middle on cost but wins on longevity. For
anyone considering a roof replacement in Austin, I think metal roofing Austin TX is the most
practical choice for this climate. The combination of standing seam durability, energy
efficiency, and a 40-year or even 70-year lifespan makes it hard to beat.

I live under a metal roof now. After six years, the panels still look like the day they went on. The
screws are tight. The seams are dry. And I have not had to call a roofer once. That is the kind of
peace of mind that makes the upfront investment worthwhile.


