Why Class 4 Impact Resistant Shingles Matter for
Texas Homes

Living in Austin means enjoying long stretches of sunshine, but it also means keeping an eye
on the sky from spring through fall. Hailstorms here are not rare. They come fast, sometimes
with stones the size of golf balls, and they can do real damage to a roof. | have seen it happen
to neighbors and clients alike. A roof that looks fine from the street can have hidden cracks
and granule loss that lead to leaks years later. That is why more homeowners in Central Texas
are asking about impact resistance when they shop for asphalt shingles.

The good news is that the industry has developed better options than the basic 3-tab shingles
that used to be standard. One of the most reliable upgrades is a product that carries a class 4
impact resistant shingles rating. This term shows up on spec sheets and manufacturer
brochures, but what does it actually mean for your house? And is it worth the extra cost over
architectural shingles or plain 3-tab? Let me walk through the details so you can make an
informed decision.

What Makes a Shingle Impact Resistant?

Impact resistance is not just marketing language. It is measured by specific tests that simulate
real-world conditions. The two most important standards are ASTM D3161 and UL 2218. ASTM
D3161 tests how well a shingle holds up against wind-driven rain and wind uplift. UL 2218 is
the one that matters for hail. In that test, steel balls of different sizes are dropped onto the
shingle from a set height. The shingle passes only if it does not crack or tear. A Class 4 rating
under UL 2218 means the shingle survived the largest impact in the test protocol. That is the
top tier for residential asphalt shingles.

Manufacturers achieve this level by reinforcing the shingle. Most class 4 impact resistant

shingles use a fiberglass mat that is thicker or woven more tightly than standard mats. Some
also add an SBS polymer modifier to the asphalt coating. SBS polymer gives the shingle extra
flexibility, so it bends rather than shatters when a hailstone hits. The combination of a strong
fiberglass mat and SBS polymer makes a noticeable difference. | have handled these shingles
on job sites. They feel heavier and more substantial than a basic 3-tab shingle.

How They Compare to Other Shingle Types

To understand where class 4 impact resistant shingles fit, it helps to line them up against the
two other common options: 3-tab shingles and architectural shingles.


https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/asphalt-shingles-roof
https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/asphalt-shingles-roof

3-tab shingles are the entry-level product. They have a single cutout that creates three tabs,
and they are lightweight and inexpensive. They meet minimum code requirements for wind and
fire, but they offer very little impact resistance. A moderate hailstorm can leave them looking
like a dog chewed on them. They also have a shorter limited lifetime warranty, often around 25
years, and the warranty language usually excludes hail damage anyway.

Architectural shingles are a step up. They are sometimes called dimensional or laminate
shingles. They have a thicker base mat and a more sculpted shape that gives the roof more
depth and shadow lines. Architectural shingles usually pass UL 2218 at Class 2 or Class 3.
That means they can handle small to medium hail, but they can still fail under a severe storm.
They also cost more than 3-tab but less than class 4 impact resistant shingles.

Class 4 impact resistant shingles sit at the top of the residential line. They pass the UL 2218
test at the highest level. They also carry a fire rating of Class A, which is the best for asphalt
shingles. Their wind uplift resistance is superior because of the stronger nailing pattern
recommended by the manufacturer. Most brands require six nails per shingle instead of the
standard four. That extra fastening, combined with the tougher mat, keeps the roof deck sealed
when wind tries to lift the edges.

Real-World Performance in Texas Weather

| have seen a roof with class 4 impact resistant shingles survive a hailstorm that took out
gutters and window screens on neighboring houses. The owner called me afterward to check
for damage. We walked the roof together, and | found only a few scuffed granules where
stones had hit. No cracks, no tears, no exposed fiberglass mat. A standard 3-tab roof would
have needed a full replacement after that storm. That is the difference the extra cost buys you.

The Texas Department of Insurance does not mandate impact-resistant shingles for residential
buildings, but some insurance companies offer a discount on premiums if your roof meets UL
2218 Class 4. It is worth asking your agent about. Over the life of a roof, the savings on
insurance can offset part of the higher installation cost.

Installation Matters as Much as the Shingle

Even the best shingle will fail if it is installed wrong. Class 4 impact resistant shingles demand
attention to the underlayment and the nailing pattern. The underlayment should be a high-
quality synthetic felt or self-adhering membrane, especially on a low-slope roof deck. The
nailing pattern must follow the manufacturer's instructions exactly. Some contractors try to
save time by using fewer nails, but that voids the limited lifetime warranty. | always tell
homeowners to ask their roofer for the manufacturer's installation guide and check that it is
being followed.



Another detail that matters is the exposure. Impact-resistant shingles often have a longer
exposure than 3-tab shingles, meaning each shingle covers more of the roof deck. That
reduces the number of seams and improves water shedding. But it also means the roof has
fewer layers of shingle at any given point. The product is designed that way, so it is not a flaw,
but it is something a good installer knows how to handle.

Cost vs. Value

There is no hiding that class 4 impact resistant shingles cost more. The installation cost is
higher because the material is heavier and the nailing pattern takes longer. The shingles
themselves can run 30 to 50 percent more than architectural shingles. For a typical Austin
home, the total job might be several thousand dollars more upfront.

But the value shows up over time. A standard 3-tab roof might need replacement after one
major hailstorm. Architectural shingles might last through a couple of moderate storms. Class
4 impact resistant shingles, installed correctly, can last the full warranty period even in hail-
prone areas. The Asphalt Roofing Manufacturers Association publishes data showing that
impact-resistant shingles have a significantly lower failure rate in severe weather events. That
translates to fewer repair bills and less hassle.

Energy efficiency is another factor. The thicker mat and polymer modifiers in these shingles
provide a small but measurable improvement in insulation. In the Texas summer, any reduction
in heat transfer through the roof deck helps keep cooling costs down. It is not the main reason
to choose them, but it is a nice bonus.

Choosing the Right Product for Your Home

If you live in an area that gets hail more than once every few years, class 4 impact resistant
shingles are worth serious consideration. The same goes if your house has a low-slope roof
that is more vulnerable to wind uplift and water pooling. For a steep roof in a neighborhood
that rarely sees severe weather, architectural shingles might be sufficient. But | lean toward
recommending the highest impact resistance you can afford, because you cannot predict the
weather. A single hailstorm can undo years of savings from a cheaper roof.

When you talk to a contractor, ask them to show you the manufacturer's data sheet for the
shingle they propose. Look for the UL 2218 rating and the Class 4 designation. Also ask about
the limited lifetime warranty. Some manufacturers prorate the warranty after the first decade,
while others offer full replacement coverage for the first 25 years if the shingles fail due to
impact. Read the fine print.

In the end, a roof is a long-term investment. Spending a little more upfront on class 4 impact
resistant shingles can save you from a major expense later. For homeowners in Austin and



across Texas, that kind of peace of mind is hard to put a price on.



