
Traveling with a suit can be one of the trickiest tasks a wedding traveler faces. Whether you’re the groom, a
groomsman, or a dedicated wedding editor, keeping your suit wrinkle-free is crucial. But what do you do when
you don’t have a garment bag? In my 11 years of experience planning destination weddings and traveling with
formalwear across climates, I’ve perfected a travel formula that treats your suit as a critical timeline item — not just
another piece of luggage.

In this guide, we'll cover everything from folding suits efficiently, boarding strategies to keep your suit safe, and a
head-to-head comparison of garment duffels versus garment bags. Plus, I’ll share my practical carry-on tactics and
my favorite dry cleaning bag trick to keep your suit pristine.

Treat Your Suit as a Timeline Item — Not Just Luggage
When planning your destination wedding travel or any formal trip, the suit isn’t just another suit. It's a critical
timeline item. That means it has its own set of deadlines and steps in your travel process:

1. Before Packing: Steam or press your suit using a portable steamer — I always pack one. Shoes come last!

2. Packing Day (2-3 days before travel): Fold and pack your suit, preferably after hanging it in a steamy
bathroom for 15 minutes to relax the fibers.

3. Departure Day: Board early to secure overhead bin space for your carry-on.

4. Upon Arrival: Hang the suit immediately and unpack your steamer for quick touch-ups.

Treat it like a VIP on your itinerary, because checking it with your regular luggage or rushing the packing process
will almost guarantee wrinkles.

Why You Should Never Check Your Suit
Checked luggage is a no-go for your suit, no matter how fancy your airline’s handling or the size of your suitcase.

Wrinkles and Crushing: Suitcases get tossed, crammed, and stacked. The delicate suiting fabric doesn’t stand
a chance inside a checked bag.

Lost Luggage Risks: Losing your checked luggage means losing your wedding day look. Such a headache is
completely avoidable.

Last-Minute Emergencies: If your suit isn’t with you, you lose control over last-minute fixes.

Always pack your suit in a carry-on. I mean right there on top of everything else so you don’t have to dig around
like a treasure hunt when you land.

Step-by-Step: How to Fold a Suit in a Carry-On Without a Garment Bag
Here is my stepwise, no-nonsense method focusing on the essentials that keep your suit looking sharp:

Tools You’ll Need

Clean, large dry cleaning bag (the clear plastic ones work best)

Small portable steamer

Carry-on suitcase with overhead bin space preference



Folding Your Suit Jacket

1. Button Up: Always button the jacket fully before folding to help maintain its shape.

2. Fold at Shoulders: Lay the jacket inside out, then fold it in half at the shoulders by folding one shoulder
inside the other. This reduces bulk and avoids sharp creases.

3. Slide into Dry Cleaning Bag: Place your folded jacket into the dry cleaning bag. This plastic barrier helps
reduce friction, preserving smooth fabric and fighting wrinkles.

Folding Your Suit Pants

1. Align Seams: Fold pants along the crease, legs stacked.

2. Fold in Half: Fold pants once at the knee, then place inside the same dry cleaning bag as the jacket or a
separate one if needed.

Packing the Suit in Your Carry-On

1. Top Layer Only: Pack your suit on top of everything else in your carry-on. Never place heavy items or shoes
above it.

2. Use Your Steamer Pocket or Attach: Keep your portable steamer easily accessible, ideally in an outer
compartment, so you can steam on arrival.

3. Firm but Gentle: The dry cleaning bag is your ally. It allows you to gently smooth fibers after folding but
prevents fabric from sticking to other items.

Carry-On Tactics & Boarding Strategy
How and when emmalinebride you board is almost as important as how you fold your suit. Here's why:

Early Boarding: Always aim to board as early as possible, especially when you travel with a suit. This
guarantees overhead bin space where you can carefully place your carry-on without forcing it under a seat or
bottom stack.

Overhead Bin Space: Confirm the size of the overhead bin before takeoff. Think of it as prime real estate for
your suit.

https://emmalinebride.com/destination/how-to-travel-with-a-suit/


Hand-Carry Only: Keep your suitcase with the folded suit in the overhead bin, never under the seat where
space is tight.

Don’t be the person scrambling last minute, stuffing your suitcase into a cramped space. I write tiny deadlines into
my calendar: “Arrive at gate 30 mins early to secure overhead bin.” You’ll thank me later.

Garment Duffel vs. Garment Bag: Which Ranks Higher?
If you’re deciding between bringing a garment duffel or a garment bag like the Von Baer or the Von Baer Grand
Leather Garment Bag, here’s a straightforward ranking:

Feature Garment Duffel Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag Ease of Folding Moderate (bulkier, requires careful
folding) High (designed to fold exactly once, minimal creasing) Protection Against Wrinkles Moderate (less
structure, wrinkles can form) Very High (rigid shape preserves suit shape) Convenience During Travel Good (lighter
and often easier to carry) Good to Moderate (larger, needs overhead bin space) Versatility High (can fit other gear
besides a suit) Specific (only for suits and formalwear)

The Verdict: If you travel frequently and want uncompromising wrinkle protection, the Von Baer Grand Leather
Garment Bag is worth the investment. For lighter, versatile packing, a garment duffel paired with the dry cleaning
bag folding method works well.

Final Pro Tips for Traveling With Your Suit
Always Pack Your Steamer: Never rely on hotel irons — most are terrible or unavailable.

Don’t Pack Your Shoes with Your Suit: Shoes should be packed at the bottom of your carry-on or in a
separate shoe bag to avoid crushing the suit.

Use Tissue Paper or Suit Pads: If you have extra space, placing tissue paper inside the jacket shoulders helps
preserve shape.

Check Overhead Bin Space: I always ask the gate agent or flight attendant about overhead bin size before
boarding — cheeky? Maybe — but it works.

Last-Minute Packing: NEVER: Pack your suit at least 2 days prior. Last minute means rushed folds and
drama.

Summary
Traveling with a suit without a garment bag doesn’t have to be a stressful ordeal. Start by planning your timeline
well, treat your suit as a precious timeline item, never check it, and always pack it on top with the fold at shoulders
method inside a dry cleaning bag. Prioritize early boarding and overhead bin space, and if you’re in the market for
a travel solution, know the strengths of garment duffels versus the Von Baer Grand Leather Garment Bag.



A little preparation means a wrinkle-free arrival and a suit that looks as sharp as your wedding day dreams. With
these practical, low-drama tips, your destination weddings or important trips have never been smoother.


