
15 Things You Didn't Know About Driving License For Foreigners In Poland

Driving License For Foreigners In Poland: A Complete Step-by-Step
Guide
Browsing a new nation is an interesting adventure, but the failure to drive can rapidly turn that experience into a
logistical headache. For foreigners living, working, or studying in Poland, getting or exchanging a driving license
is frequently a leading priority. Poland's modern facilities, lovely countryside, and sprawling cities make having an
automobile a massive convenience.

Nevertheless, the rules surrounding foreign driving licenses Nie mogę pomagać w zakupie prawa jazdy
nielegalnie in Poland can be intricate. They depend heavily on the issuing nation, the length of stay, and the visa
status of the chauffeur. This extensive guide breaks down everything a migrant needs to understand about
driving legally in Poland.

1. Can You Drive in Poland with a Foreign License?
The brief answer is: Yes, but with time frame.

The length of time an immigrant can utilize their home nation's driving license depends upon worldwide
agreements signed by Poland. Normally, non-citizens fall under 3 distinct categories:

EU/EEA License Holders: If a motorist holds a license issued by a member state of the European Union (EU)
or the European Economic Area (EEA), they can drive in Poland up until their license expires. There is no legal
commitment to exchange it for a Polish file, though it is permitted.

1968 Vienna Convention Signatories: Drivers from nations that signed the 1968 Vienna Convention on
Road Traffic can drive in Poland using their national license for approximately 185 days (approximately 6
months) from the date of taking up residency. After this period, they need to exchange it for a Polish license.

Other Foreign Licenses (Non-Vienna Convention): Drivers from countries outside the Vienna Convention
(e.g., the United States, Canada, Australia) can typically utilize their national license along with an
International Driving Permit (IDP) for up to 6 months after developing residency. Once that window
closes, a Polish license is mandatory.

2. Summary of License Validity & & Exchange Rules
To make it easier to comprehend your responsibilities, speak with the table listed below based on your country of
origin:

Issuing Country/ Region Validity Period in Poland International Driving Permit (IDP) Required? Must You Exchange
for a Polish License? EU/ EEA Until license expiry No Optional Vienna Convention Countries 185 days from
residency Suggested Yes (after 185 days) Non-Vienna Convention 185 days from residency Yes (obligatory with
national license) Yes (after 185 days)

Note: "Residency" is officially developed in Poland when an individual registers their address (gets a Zameldowanie)
and holds a valid house authorization or long-stay visa.

3. The Process of Exchanging a Foreign License
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For non-EU residents or those whose 185-day grace period has actually expired, exchanging a foreign license for
a Polish one is the next action. Fortunately, if the foreign license stands and released by an acknowledged
country, Poland usually does not require the candidate to retake the theoretical or useful driving tests.

Step-by-Step Exchange Process:

1. Check Legal Stay: Ensure you have a legal right to reside in Poland for more than 185 days (e.g., Karta
Pobytu, trainee visa, work visa).

2. Obtain a Medical Certificate: Visit an authorized occupational medicine doctor ( lekarz uprawniony do
badań kierowców) for a brief medical check-up. This normally includes a vision test and a general health
evaluation. (Cost: approx. 200 PLN).

3. Take a Passport-Sized Photo: Get a present, clear image conference Polish driving license specs (35x45
mm).

4. Equate the License (If Necessary): If the foreign license is not in Polish or English (and in some cases even if
it isn't explicitly multilingual), a sworn translation ( tłumaczenie przysięgłe) into Polish will be required.

5. Collect Additional Documents:

Completed application (readily available at the regional office or online).

Original foreign driving license.

Evidence of legal remain in Poland (passport + visa/residence card).

Confirmation of address registration ( Zameldowanie).

6. Submit to the Office: Take all files to your local district office ( Urząd Dzielnicy in Warsaw) or city hall ( Urząd
Miasta).

7. Pay the Fee: The standard fee for releasing a driving license is 100 PLN, plus a small proof processing cost
(approx. 0.50 PLN).

4. What If You Don't Have a Foreign License?
Foreigners who have actually never ever held a driving license needs to go through the standard Polish licensing
procedure from scratch. While extensive, the system is available to non-Polish speakers through authorized
translation services.

Actions to Get a Polish License from Scratch:

Step 1: Get a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę): This is an unique prospect profile number.
You can obtain it at your regional city hall by sending a medical certificate, a picture, and proof of residence.

Step 2: Complete a Driving Course: Enroll in a qualified driving school ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców -
OSK). While most courses are in Polish, a number of major cities offer theoretical and practical guideline in
English. The course requires:

30 hours of theory.

30 hours of practical driving.

Step 3: Pass the State Theory Exam: Taken at a Provincial Road Traffic Centre ( WORD - Wojewódzki
Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego). This is a computer-based test readily available in English and other significant
languages in a lot of large cities.



Step 4: Pass the Practical Driving Exam: Also carried out through WORD. You can ask for an authorized
translator to accompany you in the vehicle during the dry run if you do not speak Polish.

Step 5: Collect Your License: Once both examinations are passed, the WORD updates your PKK, and you
pay the issuance charge at the city hall to get your physical card.

5. Crucial Tips for Foreign Drivers in Poland
Driving in Poland is usually safe, effective, and well-regulated, however foreign drivers should keep a few
localized rules in mind:

Zero Tolerance for Alcohol: Poland implements a stringent legal blood alcohol limit of 0.2 promille (0.02%).
Driving under the impact brings extreme fines, loss of license, and prospective imprisonment.

Necessary Equipment: By law, every cars and truck signed up in Poland needs to carry a caution triangle and
a fire extinguisher.

Headlights: Drivers should keep their low-beam headlights on 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, despite the
weather condition.

Speed Limits: Unless otherwise marked, basic limitations are 50 km/h in built-up areas (from 5:00 AM to
11:00 PM), 90 km/h on single-carriageway outside built-up locations, and as much as 140 km/h on freeways (
autostrady).

Final Thoughts
Protecting your driving qualifications in Poland may require a little bit of paperwork, however the procedure is
straightforward once you know which classification you fall under. Whether you are merely exchanging your
home country's license or starting your driving journey from scratch at a Polish WORD center, preparation is
crucial.

Make sure to begin the process well before your 185-day short-term grace period ends to prevent any
disturbances in your mobility. Safe takes a trip on the Polish roadways!


