
What to Expect from a New Roof Installation in
Austin

Getting a New Roof in Austin, Texas
If you are planning a new roof installation Austin, Texas, you have probably already noticed that
the local climate and building codes make this job different from roofing in most other parts of
the country. I have worked on roofs in this area for over a decade and I can tell you that the
heat, the occasional freeze, and the intense sun all demand materials and methods that hold
up year after year. A roof here is not just a cover. It is a system that has to breathe, shed water
fast, and reflect a lot of solar energy.

Whether you are building a new house, adding an ADU, or putting a roof on an accessory
building, the decisions you make early on will affect your comfort and your wallet for decades.
Let me walk through what a new roof installation Austin actually involves, what matters most,
and where I have seen homeowners save money without cutting corners.

Start with the Permit and the Plan
Before any shingle goes on, you need a building permit from the city. Many homeowners try to
skip this step to save a few hundred dollars, but I have seen that backfire more times than I can
count. Austin building inspectors check for proper roof underlayment, correct flashing details,
and adequate roof ventilation. If you skip the permit and later sell the house, the buyer’s
inspection will flag it, and you will end up paying for a tear-off anyway.

A good roofing contractor will handle the permit process for you. They will also pull the latest
energy code requirements. Austin Energy has specific rules about attic insulation and air
sealing that tie into the roof assembly. You do not have to memorize them, but your roofer
should. If they look confused when you mention Austin Energy, find another contractor.

Choosing the Right Material for the Climate
Most people assume that asphalt shingles are the only affordable option. They are common,
and they work fine on a steep slope, but they absorb heat. In July, an asphalt-shingle roof can
push attic temperatures over 140 degrees. That heat radiates into your living space and makes
your AC work harder.

Architectural shingles offer a better look and often a longer life. They are thicker, more
dimensional, and they can mimic the look of wood or slate. But they cost more. If your budget
is tight, consider a cool roof coating on standard asphalt shingles. A cool roof reflects more



sunlight and meets Energy Star requirements. Some insurance companies even give a small
discount for Energy Star roofing.

Metal roofing is another option that has grown in popularity around Austin. Standing seam
metal roofs last a long time, shed water well, and can be painted in reflective colors. They also
work on low slopes where shingles would leak. The downside is cost and noise. If you go with
metal, make sure the contractor installs a high-quality roof underlayment underneath. That
layer stops condensation and gives you a second line of defense if a fastener ever loosens.

The Critical Details: Flashing, Drip Edge, and Ventilation
I have seen too many roofs fail not because the shingles were bad but because the details
were wrong. Roof flashing around chimneys, skylights, and wall junctions is the most common
failure point. A new roof installation Austin requires proper step flashing and counterflashing at
every penetration. If your roofer tries to caulk those joints instead of flashing them, walk away.

The drip edge is another small part that makes a big difference. It is the metal strip along the
eaves that directs water away from the fascia and into the gutter. Without a drip edge, water
can work its way under the shingles and rot the decking. I always insist on a drip edge, even on
budget jobs. It costs very little and saves thousands in repairs.

Roof ventilation is especially important in this climate. A ridge vent at the peak, combined with
soffit vents at the eaves, creates a natural air flow that pulls hot air out of the attic. That air
movement keeps the roof deck cooler and extends the life of the shingles. It also helps prevent
ice dams during the rare freeze. If your contractor says ventilation is optional, they are wrong.

New Construction, Additions, and ADUs
Each type of project has its own set of challenges. New construction gives you the most
freedom because you can design the roof slope and orientation from scratch. For an ADU or an
accessory building, you often have to match the existing house or work around setbacks. That
can limit your material choices.

For example, if you are adding an accessory building that will have a flat or low-slope roof,
metal roofing is usually the best choice. Asphalt shingles require a minimum slope of 2:12 or
they will leak. I have seen homeowners try to fudge this, and it never ends well. A low-slope
metal roof with concealed fasteners looks clean and performs well for decades.

For an ADU, think about the roof warranty. Most shingle manufacturers require a specific type
of underlayment and a certain number of fasteners per shingle. If the contractor does not
follow those specs exactly, the roof warranty is void. That is one reason I recommend working
with a GAF-certified contractor. GAF has strict installer requirements, and their warranty covers
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both materials and workmanship. It costs a little more upfront, but I have seen it pay off when
a leak shows up five years in.

The Installation Process Step by Step
A typical new roof installation Austin follows a sequence that has been refined over decades.
Here is what you can expect:

Tear-off of the old roof, if there is one. This exposes the decking and lets the crew
inspect for rot.

Deck repair and replacement. Any soft or rotted plywood gets cut out and replaced
with new OSB or plywood.

Installation of roof underlayment. This is the waterproof membrane that goes under
the shingles. For steep slopes, a synthetic felt works well. For low slopes, a self-
adhering membrane is better.

Flashing and drip edge installation. All penetrations and edges get metal flashing
before any shingle goes on.

Shingle installation, starting from the bottom edge and working up. Each course
overlaps the one below it.

Ridge vent and ridge cap installation at the peak.

Final cleanup and inspection.

The whole process usually takes three to five days for an average house, depending on weather
and crew size. I always advise homeowners to be present during the first day of work. That is
when the old roof comes off and any hidden damage is found. If you are not there to approve
repairs, the crew may have to stop work and reschedule, which costs time and money.

Warranty and Long-Term Value
A roof warranty is only as good as the company that stands behind it. Many manufacturers
offer a 30-year or lifetime warranty on the shingles themselves, but that does not cover labor. If
the shingles fail because they were installed wrong, the warranty is worthless. That is why I
always look for a roofing contractor that offers a combined workmanship and material
warranty. A GAF-certified contractor, for example, can offer a 50-year warranty on certain
systems.

Before you sign a contract, ask the contractor to write down exactly what the warranty covers.
Does it include the roof underlayment? The flashing? The ridge vent? If it only covers the
shingles, you are still at risk for leaks at the edges and penetrations. A good warranty covers
the whole roof assembly.



Final Thoughts
A new roof installation Austin is a big investment, but it is one of the few home improvements
that pays for itself in energy savings, comfort, and resale value. The key is to focus on the
system, not just the shingles. Good underlayment, proper flashing, adequate ventilation, and a
solid warranty matter more than the brand of shingle you pick.

If you are working with a roofing contractor who can explain each of these pieces and show
you examples of their past work, you are in good hands. If they rush through the details or try
to sell you on a single option without discussing trade-offs, take your time and get another bid.
The roof over your head is worth doing right.


