Long-distance moving requires more planning than a local relocation. When your belongings are traveling from

Valley Village to another state, you need to coordinate packing, detailed inventories, pickup timing, delivery

windows, transportation documents, valuation coverage, and access at both locations.
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Choosing dependable long distance movers Valley Village can help simplify this process. The best interstate
mover should provide written estimates, verify its credentials, explain the moving process clearly, and give you

realistic expectations from pickup through delivery.

Understand Interstate Moving

An interstate move happens when household goods cross state lines. Interstate moving companies are regulated
by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and should have a U.S. Department of Transportation number

along with appropriate authority to transport household goods.

Before choosing a long-distance mover, ask for the legal business name, physical address, USDOT number, and
direct contact information. Verify that the company is properly registered and confirm whether it acts as a carrier

or a broker.

A carrier is the company that physically transports your belongings. A broker arranges transportation with
another company. You should understand who will pick up, transport, and deliver your shipment before signing

an agreement.

Start Planning Early

Long-distance moves require time for research, packing, estimates, paperwork, travel planning, and delivery
arrangements. Start as early as possible, especially if you are moving during a busy season, near the end of the

month, or around a holiday.

Create a moving timeline that includes decluttering, researching movers, requesting estimates, packing, changing

your address, transferring utilities, arranging travel, and preparing your new home.

Make a complete inventory of your belongings. List furniture, appliances, boxes, electronics, fragile possessions,
artwork, outdoor items, collectibles, and specialty belongings. This information helps movers create a more

accurate estimate and makes it easier for you to track the shipment.



Get Multiple Written Estimates

Request written estimates from multiple interstate moving companies. A complete estimate should explain the
pickup location, delivery address, inventory, transportation, packing, storage, special-item handling, valuation

coverage, delivery schedule, and possible extra charges.

Ask whether the estimate is binding, non-binding, or binding-not-to-exceed. A binding estimate generally sets
the price for the services and inventory listed. A non-binding estimate is an approximation that may change if the

actual shipment weight, services, access conditions, or inventory differ from the original estimate.

Compare estimates based on the same inventory and service requirements. A lower quote may not be a better

choice if it excludes packing, storage, delivery, furniture handling, or other essential services.

Verify the Company Before Booking

Do not rely only on advertisements, search rankings, or social media profiles. Ask the company for its USDOT
number and verify its registration through official federal resources. Interstate movers should provide accurate

registration information, insurance details, and clear written documentation.

Ask whether the company will handle the move directly or transfer the work to another carrier. If another carrier

will be involved, request its name and credentials before booking.
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Be cautious if a company provides an unusually low quote without reviewing your belongings, pressures you to
pay immediately, requests a large cash deposit, or cannot explain who will transport your shipment.

Understand Moving Documents

Keep all moving documents in one secure folder. These may include written estimates, order-for-service forms,

inventory lists, bills of lading, valuation coverage documents, receipts, emails, and messages with the mover.

The bill of lading is a transportation contract. Review it carefully before signing and make sure it matches the

agreed pickup address, delivery location, services, inventory, valuation coverage, and charges.

Ask the mover for consumer information about your rights, dispute settlement options, and damage claims. Read

this information before moving day so you understand how to respond if a concern arises.



Prepare for Packing and Pickup

You can pack yourself or hire professional packing services. If you pack on your own, use sturdy boxes, durable
tape, cushioning materials, and clear labels. Mark fragile boxes clearly and write the destination room and

general contents on every box.

Ask the mover for a list of prohibited items. Many long-distance movers cannot transport flammable liquids,

propane tanks, aerosols, perishable food, certain chemicals, plants, or other hazardous items.

Keep important personal belongings with you during travel. These can include identification, passports,
medications, financial documents, jewelry, laptops, chargers, keys, family records, and items needed immediately

after arrival.

Plan Delivery and Access

Long-distance deliveries may not happen on the same day as pickup. Delivery schedules can depend on distance,

weather, route planning, truck availability, shipment size, regulations, and other logistical factors.

Ask for the estimated pickup date, expected delivery window, tracking or update process, and contact

information for questions during transportation. Make sure someone authorized will be available at the new

property.

Before delivery, arrange parking, reserve elevator access if needed, confirm building rules, and clear entryways.

Good access planning can help the crew unload more efficiently and reduce the risk of delays.

Understand Valuation Coverage

Ask the moving company to explain valuation coverage before your shipment is loaded. Basic carrier liability may

offer limited protection, so make sure you understand available options, coverage limits, exclusions, cost, claim

deadlines, and the process for reporting damage.
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You may also want to ask your homeowners or renters insurance provider whether your policy includes any
protection for belongings while they are being moved. For high-value items, consider additional coverage before

the move begins.

Take photographs of valuable and fragile belongings before pickup. At delivery, inspect items as they are

unloaded and note visible damage or missing items on the delivery paperwork before signing.



Final Thoughts

Long-distance moving from Valley Village can be safer and more manageable when you plan early, compare
written estimates, verify mover credentials, understand your documents, and choose a company that

communicates clearly.

With organized preparation and an experienced interstate moving Local movers Valley Village partner, you can

protect your belongings, manage costs, and complete your move with greater confidence.

Contact Us:
Valley Village Movers
(818) 492 9982


https://www.google.com/maps/place/?cid=15501742046524056863
tel:+18184929982

