
What horse feed includes: chaff, cubes and complete rations
Horse feed is more than one product. It is a broad term for the feed concentrates, feed supplements and forage-
based extras that allow a horse cover its nutrients and calorie intake when hay and grass alone are not enough.
The most common everyday options are chopped fibre, compressed cubes and complete horse feed. Each has
its own role in the ration, and the right choice depends on level of work, body condition, digestibility and the
quality of the roughage.

Chaff is usually a cut fibre feed. It is often made from straw, grass, alfalfa or a blend, and may include added oils,
molasses, extra protein, minerals and vitamin content. Its main job is to add roughage, improve palatability and
slow eating. Cubes are compressed feed blocks that can range from plain fibre cubes to conditioning cubes or
performance cubes with more starch content and energy. A full-feed ration is designed to provide the full daily
ration or a large share of it, usually combining fibre, energy and micronutrients in one product.

Knowing the difference matters because the best horse feed is rarely the one with the most energy. It is the one
that matches the horse’s condition, workload and digestive needs while supporting digestive health. A horse on
good hay may only need a plain fibre balancer or a small amount of chaff and cubes. A horse in harder
performance work may need more digestible energy and a more structured ration. The aim is a balanced diet,
not just a bigger bucket.

For lots of owners, the safest starting point is the forage-led approach: base the diet on hay and grass, then use
chaff, cubes or complete feed to fill the gaps. This helps support digestion, keeps the ration more natural and
gives you more control over weight and condition score.

Types of horse feed and when chaff or cubes fit best
There are several kinds of horse feed, but they can be grouped into a handful of practical categories. High-fibre
feeds include chaff, alfalfa, beet pulp and low-starch chaff blends. Performance feeds include cereals,
conditioning mixes and many cube products. Then there are specialist feeds such as a ration balancer, senior
feed, stud feed or performance complete feed. The best option depends on how much extra extra support the
horse needs beyond hay and grass.

Chaff suits horses that need a slow, fibre-led ration, improved chewing time and a little extra bulk without too
much energy. It is often useful for easy keepers, natives, horses on box rest and horses that bolt their feed. Cubes
suit horses that need a more controlled, measurable feed with better nutrient density. They are especially useful
when you want a consistent feeding rate and a more accurate way to increase energy, protein or minerals.

A simple horse feed mix recipe often combines chaff and cubes because the two products work well together.
Chaff can dilute the overall starch load, improve chewing and make the feed slower to eat. Cubes can supply the
calories, protein and micronutrients that chaff alone may lack. This kind of mix is popular for horses in
maintenance work, leisure horses in light work, and horses that need a more balanced bucket without a full
competition ration.

Complete feeds are useful when you want convenience and consistency. They are made to deliver most of what
the horse needs in a single product, especially when forage quality varies. They can be a strong option for owners
who want a simpler routine, or for horses that need a carefully formulated ration to maintain weight and
condition. However, a complete feed is not automatically better than a chaff-and-cube approach. The best choice
depends on the horse’s actual needs, not the label.



Different horse feed companies design products with different priorities. Some focus on low starch and high
fibre, others on conditioning, and others on cost-effective daily feeding. When comparing options, look at the
energy source, starch level, fibre level, protein quality and whether the product is intended to be fed alone or
alongside forage. A product from one brand may suit a horse in light work, while another is better for high-
output athletes.

Horse feeding guidelines every owner should observe
Proper feeding begins with horse feeding guidelines that help maintain digestion and make the ration
balanced. The main rule is to put forage first, then add concentrates only as needed. In other words hay or grass
should consistently the foundation, with chaff, cubes or complete feed used to cover the gaps. That is the core of
most horse feed advice uk guidance because it matches how horses digest fibre.

The 10 rules of feeding horses can be kept simple:

Offer lots of clean, suitable forage.

Build the ration on the horse’s workload and body condition score.

Introduce any new horse feed gradually.

Avoid make sudden changes to starch or fibre levels.

Break up concentrates into sensible portions rather than large feeds.

Supply fresh water at all times.

Let feed support condition, not to replace poor management.

Read labels for digestibility, starch, fibre and nutrient levels.

Modify the ration as workload, weather and forage quality change.

Review the diet regularly rather than feeding the same thing all year.

For horse feed for beginners, the biggest mistake is overthinking the bucket. Many horses do better on forage
with a basic balancer, or chaff with a sensible cube, than on a large mixed feed. Watch how the horse looks and
feels. If the horse is losing weight, lacking topline or struggling in work, the ration may need more digestible
energy or protein. If the horse is becoming sharp, fat or loose in the gut, the ration may need less starch and
more fibre.

Another practical rule is to match the feed to the digestive system, not just the activity level. Horses are designed
for slow intake and steady fibre fermentation. Large cereal-heavy feeds can upset gut health, while a more fibre-
led approach often supports steadier behaviour and better condition. In many cases, a low-starch cube with chaff
gives a good compromise between energy, digestibility and palatability.

How much horse feed to give: using a feeding table and calculator
A horse feeding chart is one of the most helpful tools for determining how much to feed. It usually connects
bodyweight, work level and body state to a daily daily ration. A horse feed calculator uk can aid work out
requirements, but it should not substitute for regular observation. Use the calculator to start, then adjust based
on body condition score, droppings, energy levels and performance.

As a rough guide, many horses in maintenance work do well with forage along with a little concentrate, especially
if hay quality is good. Horses in light work may need a small boost in calories and protein. Horses in moderate to
hard work often need more readily available energy, more specific nutrients and possibly a higher-energy



complete horse feed or higher-rate cubes. Young horses, older horses and poor doers may also need more
support than a basic feeding chart suggests.

A practical way to use a feeding chart is:

Work out the horse’s bodyweight.

Assess workload honestly, not aspirationally.

Check current body condition score.

Measure forage intake first.

Include chaff, cubes or complete feed only to fill the shortfall.

For horse feed advice uk, a usual starting point is that a horse should not depend on concentrates to cover too
little forage. If forage is low, the feed plan must be checked before supplementing lots of cubes. A horse feed
calculator uk is most helpful when it lets you determine whether the ration needs a balancer, a fibre-rich option
or a more calorie-dense product. It is also useful for figuring out whether your current feed rate is realistic for the
horse’s build and job.

For horse feed for beginners, it helps to note that a larger ration is not always best. The objective is a feeding
level that promotes work output, body condition and digestion. If the horse is doing well on forage plus a light
chaff and cube mix, there is no need to change to something more complicated. If the horse is losing weight
despite enough hay, the answer may be a higher-quality energy source, not simply a bigger bucket.

How to select horse feed in line with workload, condition and forage
Selecting the right horse feed means balancing three things: workload, body condition score and the quality of
available forage. Start with the horse’s actual job. A horse in light hacking work usually needs a different ration
from a horse in schooling, eventing or repeated performance training. The harder the work, the more important
the digestible energy, protein quality and nutrient density become.

Then, look at condition. A horse that is too lean may need more calories, more digestible energy and maybe
more protein to support muscle and topline. A horse that is overweight may need a more controlled ration with
higher fibre and lower calorie density. Here, types of horse feed matter because one product may help a horse
gain condition while another is designed to limit starch and support calm behaviour.

Forage quality is the third part of the decision. Good hay with plenty of fibre may reduce the need for a dense
concentrate. Poorer hay, restricted grazing or a horse with higher demands can justify a more complete horse
feed or a sensible chaff-and-cube combination. The better the forage, the easier it is to keep the ration forage-
led.

Think in terms of the horse’s daily needs rather than the feed name. A horse that needs calm, steady energy may
do well with fibre-based chaff and low-starch cubes. A horse that needs more condition may benefit from a
complete feed with slow release energy. A horse in heavier work may need a ration that provides enough
calories without too much starch. In every case, the feed should support the horse’s digestion, not fight it.

A useful rule is this: if the horse needs only a small top-up, choose a simple product; if the horse needs
substantial support, choose a more complete formulation. This keeps the ration practical and reduces the risk of
overfeeding concentrates or underfeeding key nutrients.

Horse feed pricing: what influences price and worth



Horse feed pricing differs greatly because products differ in components, nutrient density, brand position and
intended use. If you are asking how much does horse feed cost, the honest answer is that the sticker price only
tells part of the story. A cheaper bag may need a larger daily feeding rate, while a more concentrated feed may
cost more per bag but less per day.

A number of factors influence value. High-quality raw materials, added vitamins and minerals, lower starch,
improved digestibility and specialist formulation all raise price. Feed designed for performance, sensitivity or
complete ration use often costs more than a basic cube. Brand reputation also matters. Well-known horse feed
companies may charge more for research, consistency and formulation support.

To judge value laminitis friendly horse feed properly, compare daily cost rather than bag cost. A feed that lasts
longer because of a smaller feeding rate may be better value overall. Also consider waste. A highly palatable feed
that the horse finishes cleanly may save money compared with a cheaper feed left in the bowl. In practical terms,
horse feed cost should be assessed against condition, performance, and how well the feed fits the horse’s diet
plan.

Your feed choice can also affect other costs. A balanced ration that supports gut health and condition may
reduce the need for extra supplements. Likewise, a good forage-led system can lower the amount of concentrate
required. If a horse is thriving on a simple mix, there is no value in feeding a premium product that offers no
visible benefit.

Assessing brands, blends and complete feeds
You can compare in many ways to compare horse feed companies, but the most useful comparison is not just
name recognition. It is product design. Some brands focus on low-starch fibre feeds, others in conditioning
cubes, and others in complete horse feed designed to cover a bigger share of the ration. Spillers horse feed is
one example of a widely recognised brand with a broad range of products for different work levels and feeding
goals.

When comparing types of horse feed, ask what the feed is trying to achieve. Is it there to add fibre and improve
chewing? Is it meant to deliver energy for performance? Is it a simple supplement to forage, or a full ration
option? A good comparison should include starch, fibre, protein, minerals and vitamins, plus the recommended
feeding rate. Products with similar names can perform quite differently in practice.

Complete feeds are often convenient because they make easier the bucket and reduce the chance of nutrient
gaps. They are useful when forage quality is variable or when you want to avoid mixing multiple ingredients.
However, a blended ration of chaff and cubes can offer more flexibility. It may be more straightforward to adjust
for condition, workload and appetite, especially for horses that need fine-tuning rather than a one-size-fits-all
approach.

A balanced way to compare brands is to ask: will this product help me build a better ration, or just make the feed
bowl fuller? The best answer usually brings together the label, the horse’s response and the practical feeding rate.

Basic chaff and feed cube ration illustrations for typical scenarios
The following illustrations are not not strict overweight horse feed rules, but they illustrate how a horse feed
mix recipe can be adjusted to fit everyday cases. Always adjust the feed plan to the horse, and keep forage as
the base.

Example 1: Good-doer in light work
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Use mainly hay or grass, with a small amount of chaff to supply fibre and extend feeding time. If needed, include
a low-calorie cube or a ration balancer. This makes the ration forage-led and limits excess starch. For many
horses like this, a large bucket feed is unnecessary.

Example 2: Leisure horse needing a little more condition

Pair chaff with a conditioning cube in modest amounts. This can increase palatability, supply more digestible
energy and help maintain body condition score without a huge increase in volume. If the horse is still losing
weight, review forage first before increasing concentrates.

Example 3: Horse in regular schooling or moderate work

A practical horse feed mix recipe may pair chaff plus cubes that provide more energy and nutrients. This helps
with calorie intake, performance support and steady energy release. In this case, a complete horse feed may also
be suitable if you want a simpler routine.

Example 4: Horse that eats quickly

Chaff is very useful here because it reduces the meal, supports chewing and may support gut health. Cubes can
be added in a measured amount so the horse still gets enough nutrients. This approach is often recommended in
horse feed advice uk because it is useful and easy to manage.

Example 5: Horse that needs a simple, full ration

If you want convenience and consistency, a complete horse feed may substitute for much of the mixing. This can
suit busy owners or horses needing a stable diet. The key is to check whether the product is designed for the
horse’s workload and condition, not just whether it is easy to use.

In every case, the most effective results come from evaluating how the horse looks and feels over time. Ration
changes should be steady, and the ration should be reviewed if workload, forage quality or season changes.

FAQ: horse feed for chaff and cubes

What is the difference between chaff and cubes in horse feed?

Chaff is chopped fibre that helps make feeding slower, increase volume and boost taste, while cubes are
compressed feed that can deliver higher energy amino acids and vital nutrients in a measured form. Chaff is
usually higher in fibre; cubes are often more nutrient-dense. Many owners use both together for a well-rounded
ration.

Can I feed a horse only chaff and cubes?

In some cases, but only if the ration also meets nutrient needs and is backed by suitable forage. A horse fed only
chaff and cubes still needs hay or grass for good gut function. Whether this works depends on the quality of the
feed, the feeding rate and the horse’s workload and body condition score.
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How do I know how much horse feed my horse needs?



Use a horse feeding chart or horse feed calculator uk as a starting point, then adapt based on bodyweight,
workload, body condition score and forage quality. The right amount is the one that supports health, condition
and performance without overfeeding concentrates.

Is complete horse feed better than mixing my own ration?

Not necessarily. Complete horse feed is practical and can minimise the chance of nutrient gaps, but a chaff-and-
cube mix can be more adaptable and easier to tailor. The better choice depends on the horse’s needs, your
management routine and the quality of forage available.

How can I reduce horse feed cost without affecting nutrition?

Prioritise forage-first feeding, avoid unnecessary extras and choose a ration that matches the horse’s real
workload. Compare products by daily feeding rate rather than bag price, and use horse feed companies’ nutrition
information to find the most efficient option. A smartly chosen simple ration often gives better value than an
expensive feed used in the wrong way.


