
Photo day can be a strain if the club treats it as a last-minute chore. Done well, it becomes a quiet revenue stream,
a membership booster, and a piece of club identity that players and families keep for years. Pure Sport Images has
shot hundreds of club days across Melbourne and regional Victoria, and the difference between chaos and calm
often comes down to preparation. This guide explains what to do, when to do it, and what trade-offs to expect so
your next sports photography day delivers strong images, happy members, and a manageable workload for
volunteers.

Why photo day matters

Photographs are the single most durable piece of club marketing. They appear on social feeds, printed banners,
annual reports, and in the homes of supporters. A strong team photo or a standout action shot changes how a
junior player sees themselves, and that perception affects retention. For club committees thinking strictly in dollars
and cents, a well-run photo day typically returns more than the cost in direct sales, plus intangible value in
member satisfaction and sponsor exposure.

Start with the brief, early and specific

The photographer needs a clear brief. Generic emails three days out create inconsistent results. A brief is simple to
assemble and saves time for everyone. Include the date, expected start and end times, the number of teams, the
venue layout, contact details for two club coordinators, any sponsor backdrops or jerseys that must appear, and
whether you want action shots in addition to posed images. Note any special requests up front, such as capturing
a junior development group in a specific formation or booking a sibling photo slot.

If you work with Pure Sport Images or another Sports Photography Melbourne specialist, ask for their standard
shot list and adapt it rather than reinventing the wheel. Photographers who regularly shoot Melbourne sports
know which lighting windows work best at local grounds and how long to allow for group photos, which helps you
build a realistic timeline.

Choose timing based on light and membership patterns

A photo day scheduled at peak family arrival time will create long queues and distracted kids. Early morning light is
forgiving and flatters faces, so 9:00 am starts often work well. If your club has multiple age groups, split the day
into blocks: juniors, reserves, seniors. For clubs close to summer, late afternoon sessions are acceptable, but be
aware that the sun moves quickly and can leave half the field in harsh light.

When you must schedule around game days, allow at least a 30 minute buffer before warm-ups. Parents arrive
hungry and players short on time; an efficient photo process reduces stress and improves image quality. If wet
weather is likely, identify an indoor backup and communicate it clearly. Wet uniforms look limp in photos, but a dry
change and a sheltered portrait pose will produce usable images every time.

Communicate clearly with families

Most problems on photo day come from miscommunication, not bad photography. Use multiple channels and
repeat messages. Email families two weeks out with the schedule, then
https://www.superpages.com.au/company/f691777d77fde9e554da5761f453d021/pure-sport-
images/mulgrave/photography a reminder 48 hours before, and a short SMS the morning of the session. Social
posts on the club Facebook group are useful for last-minute changes. Be explicit about what to bring, including
clean jerseys, white shorts or socks where required, and alternatives for inclement weather.

Explain pricing and ordering well before the day. If families understand the product range and how to order prints
or digital files, ordering rates climb and frustration drops. Pure Sport Images and other Melbourne sports
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photographers often provide online galleries with easy payment. If you offer sibling packages, outline who is
eligible and how to sign up.

Volunteer coordination is a small investment that pays off

Clubs that assign two volunteers per team usually run photo day smoothly. One volunteer organizes the players,
checks names, and lines them up. The other acts as liaison with the photographer and handles any small on-site
tasks like pulling a sponsor banner taut. Provide volunteers with a simple run sheet and a whistle-free signal to call
the next team. Volunteers should know how to handle late arrivals: photograph the team with the absent player
and offer a quick individual shoot while the team breaks down if the photographer’s schedule allows.

Checklist for volunteer briefing before photo day

1. Confirm arrival time and photographer contact number, typically 30 minutes before the first session.

2. Have printed name lists and confirm uniform consistency, including shorts and socks.

3. Identify a sheltered waiting area for wet weather and a single point for parents to retrieve order forms.

4. Brief volunteers on how to pause gently if a child is upset, and on the procedure for last-minute individual
photos.

5. Assign one person to manage sponsor banners and club flags for background placement.

Uniforms, grooming, and small details that make images pop

Uniform condition matters more than you might expect. Small things like a V-neck pulled straight, a badge
centered, or socks pulled up change the character of a team image. Encourage players to wear freshly laundered
jerseys and to remove gum and visible jewelry. A quick grooming station with a brush and elastic bands for hair
will reduce distractions. If the club sells match shorts or a specific sock, provide them in advance for teams that do
not yet have full kits.

Sponsor integration requires planning and respect

Sponsors fund clubs, and photos are one of the most visible deliverables. Decide before the day how sponsors
appear. Options range from logo placement on a backdrop to including a sponsor strip at the bottom of team
images. Keep sponsor elements consistent across teams to avoid perceptions of favoritism. If a sponsor wants
exclusive prominence for a premier team, make that agreement clear in writing beforehand.



Ask photographers for a mock-up of how sponsor branding will appear. Pure Sport Images will typically provide a
proof so the committee can approve it. Sponsors appreciate clear metrics too. Offer a brief post-event report that
includes the number of images distributed, gallery views, and social reach if you post images publicly. Those
numbers can be leverage during renewal conversations.

The photographer’s role, and what to expect on the day

A professional sports photographer brings a kit that covers posed team shots, posed individuals, and action.
Expect the photographer to request 5 to 10 minutes per team for posed shots, plus a short window for individual
portraits. Action shots require either a separate brief and time slot or opportunistic capture during warm-ups and
matches.

Be realistic about image delivery. Most photographers provide online galleries within 7 to 14 days, though
expedited options are sometimes available. Discuss file types and rights. Many clubs opt for a standard license that
allows internal club use and promotion, while families purchase personal prints or downloads. If you want to
repurpose images for commercial use, clarify that before the shoot.

Two trade-offs clubs frequently face deserve honest attention. First, speed versus variety. If you want every child
photographed in multiple poses with different backgrounds, the day will stretch significantly and families will spend
more time waiting. Second, consistency versus spontaneity. A tightly staged set of identical team photos looks
great on banners, but it sacrifices candid moments that families value. Decide which matters most for your club
goals and let the photographer plan around that priority.

Handling siblings, latecomers, and substitutes

Sibling photos and combined family shots are often high-value items. If multiple siblings play for different teams,
create booked sibling slots between team sessions to avoid disruption. Offer an online pre-booking option so
photographers can plan lighting and setup.

Late arrivals are inevitable. Build a contingency of short individual slots scattered throughout the day. They rarely
need more than two or three minutes if the photographer uses a consistent setup. Communicate these
procedures to parents to reduce confrontation at the park.

A simple approach for substitutions during matches is to photograph the team in alphabetical order for posed
shots. That way, if a player arrives late, you can slot them in without disrupting the entire arrangement.

Dealing with difficult lighting and field conditions

Melbourne weather is famously changeable, and many sporting grounds have challenging light situations. A
photographer experienced in Melbourne sports photography will scout the venue before the shoot or arrive early.
Scouting helps identify the best backgrounds, avoid sun-in-the-eyes problems, and position teams for even light.

If the grass is patchy, avoid framing shots that highlight bare spots. A shallow depth of field and careful cropping
can mask poor ground conditions. If the ground is muddy, consider using the clubrooms or a portable backdrop
for posed images. Action shots in mud can look gritty and authentic, but that contrast should be a deliberate
choice.

Ordering and selling photos: make it simple

The easier it is to order, the more sales you will get. Online galleries with direct ordering and multiple product sizes
are the industry standard. Offer a basic package that includes a team photo and a digital file, plus premium
options for framed prints or larger canvases. Transparent pricing is crucial. Provide examples of products with
dimensions and sample prices so parents know what they are buying.



Clubs that include a small handling fee per order often fund a modest commission back to the club. If you plan to
receive part of the proceeds, put the arrangement in writing with the photographer. Explain the process to
parents, and display a clear sample board at the field showing print quality and sizes. Tangible examples convert
interest into purchases faster than words on a screen.

A few real-world notes from Pure Sport Images experience

On a recent suburban Saturday, a club scheduled 18 teams into a single morning. They underestimated the time
required for sibling photos and lost an hour to reorganizing lines. The fix was simple: future days split sibling
bookings into an afternoon block and added one extra volunteer per five teams to manage flow. Another club with
tight sponsor branding asked Pure Sport Images for a standardized layout across junior and senior teams. The
uniformity made their annual report look cohesive and increased sponsor renewals.

When negotiating terms with a Melbourne sports photographer, expect to sign a short contract and provide a 20
to 30 percent deposit for bookings over multiple days or for large-scale events. Photographers commonly include
basic retouching for skin tones and color correction, with additional retouching available at a fee. Ask about
turnaround times and gallery expiry dates so families know how long they have to order.

Final practical checklist for the week before photo day

1. Publish the final schedule to families and volunteers, include backup rainy day plans.

2. Confirm photographer arrival time and send venue map and contact details for two club coordinators.

3. Prepare uniforms, sponsor banners, and any club flags, and store them in a labelled crate for easy access.

4. Set up a volunteer station with name lists, consent forms if required, a small change box for cash sales, and
print sample boards.

5. Communicate ordering instructions clearly to families and post a how-to ordering guide on the club website.

A small amount of planning yields big returns

Photo day does not require perfection, but it benefits from discipline. Clear communication, realistic scheduling,
sponsor alignment, and a photographer who understands Melbourne sports combine to produce images people
actually order and share. Pure Sport Images and other sports photographers in Melbourne bring technical skill,
local experience, and practical workflows. Your job as a club is to reduce friction: organize names, manage
expectation, and give the photographer the space to work.

When done well, photo day becomes part of club culture. The banner on the clubhouse wall, the team photos
handed out at presentation night, and images shared on social media all reinforce a sense of belonging. And
beyond that, these images are small investments in the club’s future, helping recruitment, sponsorship, and
member retention. Invest the time to plan and the day will repay you in return.

Pure Sport Images
23 Grandview Ave, Mulgrave VIC 3170, Australia
+61 413 157 614
office@puresportimages.com.au
Website: https://puresportimages.com.au/





Top Sports Photographer in Melbourne

Capturing every powerful moment on the field. Pure Sport Images is
Melbourne's go-to sports photography studio. Book your session today!

Every game tells a story, and our sports photography brings those
moments to life. As a leading sports photographer in Melbourne, Pure
Sport Images captures action-packed plays, team celebrations, athlete
portraits, and event highlights with stunning clarity. We work with clubs,
schools, and athletes to c... See more
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