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Driving License in Poland: The Ultimate Comprehensive Guide for
Residents and Expats

Navigating a new nation includes comprehending its administrative systems, and for anyone planning to get
behind the wheel in Poland, securing a valid driving license is a top concern. Whether an individual is a local
homeowner, an EU citizen, or a non-EU expat settling down in the country, understanding the subtleties of the

Polish driving license ( Prawo Jazdy) system is important.

Poland operates under strict European Union requirements, ensuring that its roads are safe and its chauffeurs are
completely vetted. This guide provides an in-depth, step-by-step breakdown of how to obtain, exchange, and

maintain a driving license in Poland.

1. Comprehending License Categories in Poland

Before beginning the application process, it is important to understand which classification of license is needed.

Poland follows the basic European Union car category system.

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds and light quad bikes 14 years A1/ A2/ A Bikes (ranging from
light to heavy bikes) 16/ 18/ 24 years (20 with A2 experience) B Traveler cars, vans (as much as 3.5 tonnes, max 8
travelers) 18 years €/ C +1 Heavy items cars and trucks 21 years (18 with specific certifications) D Buses and

traveler transportation cars 24 years

For the large majority of citizens and expats, Category B is the main focus.

2. Requirements for Getting a Polish Driving License

To lawfully request a driving license ( Prawo Jazdy) in Poland, applicants should fulfill specific legal and medical

requirements:

* Residency Status: Applicants must live in Poland for a minimum of 185 days annually, substantiated by a
registered address ( Zameldowanie) or a Residence Card ( Karta Pobytu).

* Age Requirement: Must fulfill the minimum age requirement for the specific category (e.g., 18 years for
Category B).

* Maedical checkup: Must pass a medical examination performed by a licensed occupational doctor to verify

physical and psychological physical fitness to drive.

* Profil Kandydata na Kierowce (PKK): Every applicant needs to get a Driver Candidate Profile number from

their local federal government workplace before taking lessons or tests.

3. Step-by-Step Process to Obtain a Category B License

Making a license from scratch in Poland needs persistence, study, and useful training. Here is how the journey

unfolds:

Step 1: Medical Examination



An applicant needs to go to an authorized medical professional for a quick physical evaluation, examining vision,

hearing, and general health.

* Expense: Approximately 200 PLN.

Step 2: Obtain a PKK Number

When the medical certificate is secured, the applicant goes to the regional district workplace ( Urzgd Dzielnicy or
Starostwo Powiatowe) to look for a PKK (Profil Kandydata na Kierowce).

Needed Documents for PKK:

* Completed application type.

® Legitimate ID or Passport.

e Home authorization or visa (for non-EU nationals).
* Medical certificate.

® One recent picture (35x45 mm).

Action 3: Driving School ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcow - OSK)

With the PKK number in hand, the applicant enrolls in a qualified driving school.
* Theoretical training: At least 30 hours of classroom or online guideline covering traffic rules, road signs, and
emergency treatment.

® Practical training: At least 30 hours behind the wheel with an instructor, covering both maneuvering on a

closed track and driving in genuine traffic conditions.

Step 4: State Exams ( WORD)

After finishing the driving school curriculum, the prospect should pass 2 state tests administered by the Provincial
Road Traffic Center ( WORD):

1. Theoretical Exam: A computer-based multiple-choice test. (Available in English in most major cities).

2. Practical Exam: Conducted in two parts-- initially, lorry checks and maneuvers on a designated square,

followed by driving in city traffic.

Step 5: License Issuance

Upon passing both exams, the applicant go back to the local district office to pay the processing charge (approx.

100 PLN) and buy the physical card. The physical license is typically prepared within 2 to 3 weeks.

4. Converting a Foreign License to a Polish License

For expats who already hold a driving license from their home country, the guidelines differ significantly

depending upon the issuing nation.

License Origin Requirements for Exchange EU/ EFTA Member States Exchange is optional unless the license has
no expiration date. Drivers can legally utilize their home EU license till it expires. Vienna Convention Signatories
Must be exchanged within 185 days of ending up being a resident. Typically needs a translation, ID, medical
examination, and application, however no exams. Non-Vienna Convention Countries Need to pass both the

theoretical and practical Polish driving examinations to convert the license.



Files Needed for License Exchange:
* Original foreign driving license (plus a sworn Polish translation if not released in the EU/EEA or
English/compatible formats).
e Valid ID and house permit ( Karta Pobytu).
* Present medical certificate.
® Passport-sized photo.

® Completed application and payment receipt.

5. Tips for Non-Polish Speakers

Taking the driving test or navigating administration in Poland can feel overwhelming, however the system has

ended up being progressively available for worldwide homeowners:

* Language Availability: Major WORD centers in cities like Warsaw, Krakdw, Wroctaw, and Gdansk allow
candidates to take the theoretical exam in English. Some centers even allow sworn translators to

accompany candidates during the practical examination.

* Sworn Translations: Always guarantee that foreign files (such as driving history records or existing licenses)

are translated by a licensed Polish sworn translator ( Ttumacz Przysiegty).

* Usage Driving Apps: Utilize apps and online platforms that use Polish driving test questions translated into

English to prepare successfully for the theory exam.

Securing a driving license in Poland-- whether through a complete course from scratch or lista osrodkow
szkolenia kierowcdw via the conversion of a foreign authorization-- needs adherence to particular administrative
steps. By understanding the requirements, preparing the essential documents, and studying the local traffic laws (
Kodeks Drogowy), chauffeurs can effectively navigate the Polish system and hit the open road with confidence.
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