
Connecticut expects drivers to carry more than a piece of paper in the glovebox. The state’s auto insurance
requirements touch liability, uninsured motorist protection, and the practical realities that show up after a fender
bender on I‑95 or a deer strike on Route 8. Getting the minimum wrong can be expensive, but overbuying
coverage just to feel safe can strain a budget. The smart middle ground starts with knowing what the law actually
demands, what those numbers really buy in a crash, and how claims play out on local roads and in courtrooms
across the state.

The legal minimum, translated into plain English
Connecticut requires every registered vehicle to carry three core protections.

Bodily injury liability covers injuries you cause to others when you are at fault. The required limits are at least
25,000 dollars per person and 50,000 dollars per accident. If two people are injured, the policy will pay up to
25,000 dollars for each person, capped at 50,000 dollars for the event.

Property damage liability pays for damage you cause to someone else’s property. The minimum is 25,000 dollars
per accident, which applies to all vehicles and property damaged in the crash.

Uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage protects you and your passengers if you are hit by a driver with
no insurance or too little insurance. The state requires at least 25,000 dollars per person and 50,000 dollars per
accident, and by default it mirrors your bodily injury liability limits unless you sign a form to lower it. You cannot
decline it entirely.

Those are the mandatory pieces. Collision and comprehensive are optional unless your lender or leasing
company requires them, which they almost always do for financed or leased cars. Medical payments coverage is
optional as well, and Connecticut is not a no‑fault state, so there is no personal injury protection mandate.

What those limits actually cover when metal meets metal
Numbers on a declarations page can feel abstract until you sit in a claims office or look at an estimate. In
practice, the Connecticut minimum is just that, a floor.

Start with property damage. Twenty‑five thousand dollars will usually cover one modest repair or one older
vehicle’s total loss. It begins to look thin the moment you are involved in a multi‑vehicle rear‑end chain reaction
on the Merritt Parkway. It can also fall short if you clip a high‑end SUV or cause structural damage to a storefront,
utility equipment, or roadside fixtures.

Bodily injury costs escalate quickly. A broken wrist, ambulance ride, emergency room evaluation, and follow‑up
orthopedics can approach or exceed 25,000 dollars even without surgery. Add lost wages and a few months of
physical therapy and you are flirting with the per‑person limit. If two people are hurt in the same crash, the
50,000 dollar per‑accident cap becomes the next constraint. Once the policy hits its limit, you are on the hook
personally. Plaintiffs’ attorneys in the state understand these dynamics and pursue the at‑fault driver for the
balance when the damages outstrip insurance.

Uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage flips the script. Instead of protecting your assets, it stands in for
the insurance the other driver should have had. I once watched a claim where a client was T‑boned in New Haven
by a driver with only the state minimum. The client needed arthroscopic knee surgery and missed six weeks of
work. The at‑fault driver’s 25,000 dollars did not cover it. The client’s own underinsured motorist coverage made
up the difference up to her 100,000 dollar limit. Without that extra buffer, she would have eaten the shortfall.



Fault matters in Connecticut
Connecticut follows a modified comparative negligence rule. If you are 51 percent or more at fault for a crash,
you cannot recover from the other driver. If you are 50 percent or less at fault, your recovery is reduced by your
percentage of fault. That courtroom math filters into insurance negotiations.

Say a jury finds you 30 percent at fault and the other driver 70 percent. Your damages are reduced by 30 percent.
Your uninsured or underinsured motorist claim follows the same principle, which matters when the other driver
disputes liability or when conflicting witness statements muddy the waters. Insurers adjusters in the state will
often split claims based on that anticipated outcome, assigning some share of responsibility to each driver.
Understanding how that affects your recovery helps when you choose coverage and when you make statements
after a crash.

Proof of insurance and the realities of enforcement
You must carry proof of insurance in the vehicle and present it during a traffic stop or after a collision. The state’s
insurance verification system periodically checks active registrations against insurer databases. If the system flags
a lapse, the Department of Motor Vehicles sends a notice. Ignore it and you risk fines, suspension, and
reinstatement fees that are often far more expensive than a month of premium.

Police do not always tow a car on the spot for lack of insurance, but it can happen, especially after a crash. At
minimum, expect a citation. If you cause a collision while uninsured, you are also exposing yourself to civil liability
without a safety net. That risk follows you long after the ticket is paid.

When the minimum falls short, you pay the difference
The line between enough coverage and a false sense of security usually comes into focus after a serious crash or
a lawsuit. The minimum limits satisfy the law, they do not insulate savings, home equity, or future earnings.

If you carry 25,000 dollars per person and you injure a professional who earns 1,800 dollars per week and misses
eight weeks of work, you have already used 14,400 dollars in wages alone. Add medical bills and pain and



suffering, and you can see why many Connecticut drivers choose higher limits such as 100,000 dollars per person
and 300,000 dollars per accident, or even 250,000/500,000. The cost difference can be surprisingly modest,
sometimes a few dollars per month, especially if you keep a clean record and maintain good credit.

This same logic supports buying higher uninsured and underinsured motorist limits. Roughly speaking, a
meaningful minority of drivers on the road carry only the minimum. In urban areas with higher premium
pressure, that share tends to be higher. When a heavy vehicle runs a red light or a distracted driver crosses the
center line, your own policy becomes the backstop.

Optional coverages that matter more than they appear
Collision pays for your car’s repairs if you hit another vehicle or a fixed object. Comprehensive covers
non‑collision events like theft, vandalism, hail, falling branches, or animal strikes. If you finance or lease, you must
carry both, typically with deductibles between 250 and 1,000 dollars. If you own a paid‑off older car, you can
choose to drop them to save money. Before you do, get a realistic sense of the car’s value. If your vehicle would
cost more than the annual premium for these coverages to replace, and you have the cash to absorb a loss, it can
be rational to go without. If a deer on Route 44 totals your car and you need that car to commute, collision and
comprehensive turn a crisis into an inconvenience.

Medical payments coverage, while optional, is a helpful bridge. It pays for you and your passengers’ medical bills
regardless of fault, typically in limits from 1,000 to 10,000 dollars. It can cover co‑pays and deductibles if you
have health insurance, or provide immediate funds for treatment if you do not. In bodily injury claims, time tends
to be your enemy. MedPay keeps treatment on track while liability sorts itself out.

Roadside assistance is inexpensive and can be worth it if you drive long stretches or own a car with an aging
battery. Rental reimbursement pays for a rental car while yours is repaired after a covered claim. If you cannot
work without a vehicle, that 30 to 45 dollars per year becomes obvious value the first time your car sits in a body
shop waiting for parts.

Gap coverage is essential for new cars financed with a low down payment. It pays the difference between what
you owe on the loan and the car’s actual cash value if the vehicle is totaled. Cars depreciate fast in the first two
years. Without gap, you might owe a lender thousands after your insurer has paid the fair market value.

How insurers view your risk in Connecticut
Premiums are actuarial math plus regulation. Insurers in the state can consider driving history, garaging location,
mileage, vehicle type, age, and credit‑based insurance scores, among other factors. A clean record buys leverage.
One speeding ticket can move you into a higher tier for three years. Multiple violations or at‑fault accidents will
raise rates more sharply and can narrow your carrier options.

Where you park matters. Urban areas like parts of Hartford, New Haven, and Bridgeport see higher claim
frequencies for collision and comprehensive, which pushes premiums up. Coastal towns face different risks, such
as flood exposure and wind‑related comprehensive claims, which also inform rates. Newer cars with advanced
driver aids often cost more to repair, even if they prevent some crashes. A bumper with radar sensors is not
cheap.

There is also a legal contour. Connecticut’s minimum limits are relatively modest for a state with high medical
costs and dense traffic corridors. Insurers price for that gap when they set rates for higher limits, often in a way
that makes moving up in coverage more attractive than you might expect. Ask your agent to price several limit



options and deductibles side by side. You will often see that doubling liability limits does not double the
premium.

Claims in the real world: how a typical case unfolds
Picture a late‑afternoon collision in West Hartford, a left‑turn accident at a yellow light. Police respond, take
statements, and both vehicles are towed. The at‑fault driver has minimum limits. The injured driver has
100,000/300,000 liability and matching uninsured/underinsured motorist limits, collision with a 500 dollar
deductible, and MedPay at 5,000 dollars.

The injured driver’s collision coverage fixes her car quickly. MedPay covers the ER co‑pay, some imaging, and a
handful of physical therapy sessions. The at‑fault driver’s insurer pays policy limits for bodily injury once the
extent of treatment is clear. Because the injuries exceed 25,000 dollars, the injured driver’s underinsured motorist
coverage takes over. Her insurer evaluates the case as if they were suing the at‑fault driver, subtracts the 25,000
collected, and pays additional damages up to her limit. Her own insurer might then pursue subrogation, chasing
the at‑fault driver for reimbursement where appropriate. From the insured’s vantage point, the coverage they
selected months earlier is the difference between scrambling and staying stable.

Change one variable, and the outcome shifts. If the injured driver had only minimum limits and no MedPay, she
would wait longer for treatment approvals, shoulder more out‑of‑pocket costs early, and possibly walk away with
uncompensated losses if her health insurance deductibles were high. Good coverage does not prevent pain, but
it shortens recovery time and reduces financial shock.

How to decide on limits without guesswork
Choosing coverage turns on your financial picture, driving behavior, and risk tolerance. An engineer commuting
60 miles daily on I‑84 faces more exposure than a retiree who drives locally. A family with a home, savings, and
college funds has more to protect than a recent graduate renting an apartment. It is not just about how careful
you are. It is about the other drivers around you and the unpredictable randomness of traffic.

Here is a concise way to think through the choices, without getting lost in jargon.

Tally what you need to protect: equity in your home, savings, investments, and future wages you cannot
afford to lose in a judgment.

Choose liability limits that at least match that exposure, often 100,000/300,000 or higher, and consider an
umbrella policy if you own significant assets.

Match your uninsured/underinsured motorist limits to your liability limits. It is often cheap and often the first
coverage to save you after a serious crash.

Set deductibles you can actually pay tomorrow. A 1,000 dollar deductible is fine if you keep an emergency
fund; otherwise 500 is safer.

Add MedPay at a level that fills gaps in your health insurance, commonly 5,000 to 10,000 dollars, especially if
your health plan has a high deductible.

That five‑minute exercise does not eliminate uncertainty, but it prevents the common mistake of buying to the
minimum simply because it is the minimum.

The SR‑22, lapses, and getting back on the road



Drivers with certain violations may be required to file an SR‑22, which is not insurance but rather a certificate
proving you carry the required coverage. If a court orders it or the DMV mandates it after an uninsured accident
or license suspension, your insurer files the SR‑22 on your behalf. Expect a fee and higher premiums during the
filing period, typically three years. A lapse during that time can restart the clock.

If your policy cancels for nonpayment, call the insurer immediately. Many companies allow reinstatement within a
short window if you pay the past due amount, sometimes with a small fee. If the policy cancels outright, the DMV
will likely send a notice. Do not drive during a lapse. One traffic stop can multiply the cost of fixing the problem.

Teen drivers, household policies, and practical savings
Adding a teenager in Connecticut can feel like a second car payment. Insurers price for inexperience and higher
claim frequency. The levers you can pull are limited but real. Good student discounts, driver training course
certificates, telematics programs that track braking and speed, and choosing safe, older, less expensive vehicles
all help.

It often makes sense to place all drivers and vehicles on a single household policy. Multi‑car and multi‑policy
discounts add up, and a single policy avoids coverage gaps when teens borrow a parent’s car. Larger shared
liability limits also reduce the risk that one driver’s mistake exposes the entire family’s assets.

How accidents and violations age off your record
Most at‑fault accidents and moving violations affect premiums for three years from the incident date. Some
severe violations can linger longer. Insurers occasionally “tier” customers, which means a violation can bump you
into a less favorable pricing tier beyond the base surcharge. If you keep a clean record after an incident, your rate
should trend down at renewal cycles roughly aligned with the three‑year mark.

If you are quoted an increase that seems disproportionate, ask for a rating explanation. Independent agents can
often re‑shop the market mid‑term if the change is steep or if you qualify for a better tier with a different carrier.
It pays to know when the surcharge is scheduled to fall off so you can re‑shop then as well.

How property damage claims differ from injury claims
Repairing a car is transactional. You get an estimate, choose a shop, authorize work, and pay your deductible if
collision applies. Injury claims move slowly because medical treatment unfolds over time. Insurers prefer to settle
once, after the injury stabilizes and doctors can speak to prognosis. That lag frustrates people who expect the
same speed as a body shop claim. If you carry MedPay, use it to bridge the early weeks of care. Keep organized
records of appointments, mileage, and time missed from work. That documentation becomes leverage during
negotiation.

Total loss valuations are another frequent friction point. Insurers calculate actual cash value based on comparable
vehicles in your region, adjusted for mileage and condition. If you disagree, gather listings of comparable cars
and receipts for recent work. A realistic, well‑supported counter often yields a better number.

The quiet but vital role of an umbrella policy
Umbrella liability coverage sits on top of your auto and home policies, adding an extra million dollars or more of
protection against big claims. In Connecticut, where medical costs and litigation can climb, a personal umbrella
often costs 150 to 350 dollars per year for the first million of coverage. Insurers usually require you to carry



certain underlying auto limits, commonly 250,000/500,000 for bodily injury and 100,000 for property damage. If
your household has youthful drivers, a boat, a pool, or frequent carpooling, the umbrella is cheap sleep
insurance. It also typically extends higher uninsured nearby GEICO local agent motorist limits if you add a UM
endorsement to the umbrella, which some carriers offer.

What to do after a crash to protect your claim
Emotions spike in the minutes after impact. A level approach pays off months later. Move to safety, call the
police, and request a report number. Exchange information and photograph the scene, vehicle positions, and any
visible injuries. Even if you feel fine, see a doctor within 24 to 48 hours if you have any discomfort. Soft tissue
injuries often emerge after adrenaline fades.

Speak factually with insurers. Avoid speculative statements about fault. If liability is unclear or if there are injuries,
consider consulting an attorney before giving a recorded statement to the other driver’s carrier. Your own insurer
owes you a duty of good faith, but the other side does not. If you intend to use uninsured or underinsured
motorist coverage, your insurer will step into an adversarial role on that part of the claim. Clear communication,
organized records, and patience all help.

Seasonal and regional nuances you feel behind the wheel
Connecticut driving has its own rhythms. Winter storms bring black ice on shaded stretches of Route 2 and
rollover risks on hilly back roads. Deer collisions spike in the fall. Summer traffic to the shoreline leads to
low‑speed rear‑enders and bicycle conflicts in coastal towns. Each pattern nudges the calculus. If you drive a lot
at night in rural areas, comprehensive for animal strikes becomes essential. If your commute runs through
high‑congestion corridors, higher liability limits become even more compelling due to multi‑car crash risk.

Urban parking adds its own wear and tear. Vandalism and hit‑and‑run incidents in crowded lots push
comprehensive and uninsured motorist property damage (if your carrier offers it as part of UM) higher on the
priority list. Talk to a local agent who sees claims in your zip code every week. Their case files tell a different story
than a national average.

Shopping smart without getting lost in the weeds
You do not need to love insurance to buy it well. Gather quotes from at least three carriers, including one mutual
company and one that sells through independent agents. Provide the same limits and deductibles to each insurer
to make the comparison meaningful. Ask for prices at two or three liability levels and two deductibles. The
pattern that emerges will show the sweet spot between protection and price.

Pay attention to claims service reputation in Connecticut, not just nationally. Ask about local direct‑repair
networks and how total losses are handled. If you have a favorite body shop, confirm whether the insurer will
work with them. Ask specifically how the carrier treats original equipment manufacturer parts for late‑model cars.
Policies vary, and that detail matters if you plan to keep the car for many years.

Bundle where it makes sense, but do not chase every discount at the expense of coverage quality. A 10 percent
discount on the wrong limits is still the wrong limits.

The bottom line for Connecticut drivers

https://nickersonagency.com/about-us/


The state minimum keeps you legal, it does not keep you whole. The difference between a check that fixes a
problem and a bill that lingers for years often rests on choices that change your premium by tens of dollars per
year, not hundreds. If you can move from 25,000/50,000 to 100,000/300,000, do it. Match your uninsured and
underinsured motorist coverage to that higher level. Keep deductibles at numbers you can pay without
borrowing. Add MedPay to smooth the first weeks after a crash. If your assets justify it, place an umbrella over
the whole package.

Insurance is not a prize for being cautious. It is a contract for when someone else is not. On Connecticut’s roads,
that contract works best when it reflects the real costs of injury, the price of modern cars, and the way claims are
resolved in this state. A slightly stronger policy turns a bad day into a manageable one. For most drivers, that is
the goal worth paying for.


