What Makes An Older Door Feel So Drafty

What feels like "just a draft" is usually a sign that the door, frame, and trim are no longer fitting together the way
they once did. In older Preston Hollow homes, that Windows of Dallas 210-851-9378 can happen for a few

different reasons at the same time.

One common cause is age. Weatherstripping hardens, compresses, or tears over time, and once it stops making

steady contact, outside air finds its way in.

Foundation movement matters too, especially in homes built on expansive clay soil. Even slight shifting can rack

the frame enough to create uneven clearances and stubborn drafts.

Wood doors and wood jambs also swell and shrink with heat and humidity. A door that fit properly ten years ago

may now rub at the top, sit low at the latch side, or fail to press tightly against the stop.

How To Pinpoint The Source Of The Draft

A basic hand test tells you a lot. On a windy day, trace the perimeter of the shut door and feel for air moving

across the frame, especially at the corners and along the bottom edge.

A thin strip of paper can help too. Close the door on it and pull gently. If the paper slides out without resistance

in one area, that spot is not sealing well.

The bottom edge matters more than many people expect. If the sweep is damaged or the threshold is out of

adjustment, drafts can pour in at floor level.

Sometimes the issue is mechanical, not just sealing. A loose hinge, a misaligned strike plate, or an out-of-square

frame can keep the door from pulling tight enough to seal.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

What To Fix Before You Replace The Whole Door

If the frame is still sound, small repairs often make a real difference. New weatherstripping, a fresh door sweep,
and careful hinge or strike plate adjustments can tighten up a door that only leaks air because the seal has worn

out.

The right weatherstripping should meet the door cleanly, without forcing the latch or leaving dead spots. A poor

fit can waste time and still leave the room uncomfortable.

A door sweep can help if the gap is at the bottom. On older homes, though, a sweep is only a partial fix if the

threshold is badly worn or the floor has settled enough to create an uneven gap.

Sometimes the best repair is careful adjustment. Tightening hinges, replacing stripped screws with longer ones,

or resetting the strike plate can help the door close deeper into the frame and reduce air leakage.

Still, there is a point where patching becomes false economy. If the door is warped, the frame is out of square, or

the slab has rotted at the edges, repeated repairs may buy only a little time.

When A New Door Is The Smarter Fix
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A new door becomes the better option once the draft is joined by sticking, warping, recurring gaps, or moisture

issues. When those problems show up together, the door assembly is usually past simple repair.

In older Preston Hollow homes, the choice is not just about stopping drafts. The new door has to fit the

architecture, handle the local climate, and still look appropriate from the street.

The deciding factor is often the condition of the frame. If the door can still close squarely and hold a seal after

straightforward fixes, repairs are sensible. If not, a new door is often the cleaner solution.

Homeowners also ask about cost, and that depends on whether the project stays in the repair category or moves
into full replacement. Hardware and sealing fixes are usually far less expensive than a new exterior door, but a full

replacement can make more sense when repeated service calls keep adding up.

How To Keep An Older Door Sealed Longer

A door that seals well in spring may need a little attention after a long summer. That does not mean the repair

failed, it just means the house keeps moving.

A quick yearly check can prevent a small gap from turning into a major comfort problem. New seals are simple

compared with living with another season of drafts.

Keep hinges tight, keep the threshold clean, and do not ignore a door that suddenly starts scraping, sticking, or

needing extra force to latch. Those changes often show up before a draft becomes noticeable.

For most older homes, the target is practical performance, not perfection. You want a door that closes well, seals

reliably, and stays that way through local weather.



