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A strong car accident claim depends on evidence that helps answer several basic questions: How did the
collision happen? Who was responsible? What injuries resulted? What treatment was required? What

financial and personal losses followed?

No single document proves every part of a case. Instead, a clear claim is usually built from multiple sources
of information that support one another. Puyallup car accident attorney John Forsythe helps injured clients
gather and organize evidence so the insurance company can see the full impact of a collision rather than
only isolated bills or statements.

Photos and Video From the Accident Scene

Visual evidence can preserve details that may disappear quickly. When it is safe to do so, photographs can
show vehicle damage, the position of the vehicles, debris, traffic signals or signs, lane markings, weather
conditions, skid marks, and visible injuries.

Photos taken later can also be useful. Vehicle damage may be repaired, bruising can change, and the

physical effects of an injury can evolve. Keeping original files and dates can help preserve the timeline.

If a nearby business, residence, dash camera, or traffic system may have captured the collision, that footage
can be important. Because video is not always retained indefinitely, identifying potential sources early may
matter.

Witness Information and Police Records

Independent witnesses may be able to describe what they saw before, during, or immediately after a crash.
Names, phone numbers, email addresses, or other contact information can make it possible to follow up
later.

When law enforcement responds, the resulting collision report may contain driver information, insurance
information, statements, a diagram, observations, or other details. A report is one piece of evidence rather

than the entire case, but it can help establish the basic record of the incident.

Medical Records That Document the Injury

Medical documentation often becomes central to an injury claim. Records may identify symptoms,
diagnoses, examinations, imaging, treatment recommendations, referrals, restrictions, and the patient's
progress over time.
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The issue is not simply the total amount of medical bills. The records help explain the connection between
the accident and the injury, the type of treatment required, whether symptoms improved or persisted, and
whether future care may be needed.

Keep copies of bills, explanation-of-benefits statements, prescriptions, therapy records, and other medical
documents you receive. If a provider gives written work restrictions or activity restrictions, preserve those as

well.

Records Showing Lost Income or Work Limitations

If an accident causes missed work, reduced hours, or other employment consequences, documentation can
help establish that loss. Useful records Personal Injury Lawyer may include pay stubs, employer

correspondence, time-off records, tax documents, schedules, or written work restrictions.

For self-employed people, Personal Injury Lawyer Puyallup proving income loss may require different
records, such as invoices, business records, contracts, or historical earnings information. The appropriate

evidence depends on how the person earns income and how the injury affected the work.

Insurance and Claim Correspondence

Save letters, emails, text messages, claim numbers, adjuster contact information, recorded-statement
requests, estimates, and settlement communications. Keeping the insurance record organized can help

show what information was provided and when.

The Washington State Office of the Insurance Commissioner recommends keeping documentation
connected to an auto claim and reviewing the policy's claims process. Its auto claim guidance provides
general information for Washington policyholders.

Evidence of How the Injury Changed Daily Life

Not every consequence of an accident appears on a medical bill. An injury may interfere with sleep,
household responsibilities, driving, exercise, hobbies, childcare, travel, or ordinary movement.
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John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Need

help after a crash? Speak with Puyallup car accident lawyer John Forsythe about your next steps.

Contemporaneous notes can help preserve details about symptoms, limitations, important appointments,
missed activities, and changes in daily routine. The purpose is not to exaggerate the injury. It is to create an
accurate record of effects that may otherwise be difficult to reconstruct months later.

Vehicle Repair and Property-Damage Records

Repair estimates, photographs, Puyallup car accident lawyer total-loss documents, towing receipts, rental
records, and other vehicle information can help establish the physical consequences of the collision. Vehicle
damage does not by itself determine whether someone was injured, but it can be part of the overall

evidence about the crash.

The Office of the Insurance Commissioner notes that some property claims, including diminished-value
claims, require supporting documentation. Drivers should keep records connected to repairs and claim
payments.

John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Injured in

a car accident? Contact John Forsythe to discuss your case and learn about your legal options.

Evidence Is Especially Important When Fault Is Disputed

When the drivers disagree about what happened, photographs, witness statements, video, road evidence,
and records may become even more important. Washington's comparative-fault statute, RCW 4.22.005,

provides that fault assigned to an injured claimant can proportionately reduce compensatory damages.

That is one reason it is helpful to preserve objective evidence rather than relying entirely on memory or

competing statements.

How John Forsythe Helps Organize a Personal Injury Claim

John Forsythe's car accident FAQ identifies photographs, witness statements, police reports, vehicle
damage, medical documentation, insurance correspondence, and missed-work records as examples of

information that may be important to a claim.
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John has approximately 15 years of legal experience, including prior defense-side experience, and handles
motor vehicle and personal injury matters for Campbell Barnett PLLC. His approach emphasizes direct
attorney communication, careful documentation, and personal involvement through the claims process.

If you were injured in a collision in Puyallup or the surrounding Puget Sound area, you can review the firm's

personal injury services or request a case evaluation.

This article provides general information and is not legal advice. The evidence required in a particular case

depends on the facts, disputed issues, available insurance, and applicable law.
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