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Not every traffic collision requires an attorney. If a crash causes only minor property damage, no injury, and

no dispute about insurance coverage, a person may be able to handle the claim directly. But once injuries,

questions about fault, significant financial losses, or insurance complications enter the picture, speaking

with a car accident lawyer can help you understand what needs to be documented and what decisions may

affect the claim.

Puyallup car accident lawyer John Forsythe focuses heavily on motor vehicle accident claims. His work

includes evaluating the collision, reviewing insurance coverage, documenting injuries and losses,

communicating with insurers, negotiating claims, and preparing cases for litigation when necessary.

You Were Injured and Need Ongoing Medical Treatment

A claim becomes more complicated when the collision causes more than temporary soreness. Ongoing

medical appointments, diagnostic testing, physical restrictions, referrals, surgery, rehabilitation, or

uncertainty about future treatment can affect how the claim should be documented and evaluated.

Medical records can help establish what symptoms were reported, what treatment was recommended, how

long limitations lasted, and whether future care may be needed. A lawyer can review the medical timeline

together with the accident evidence and financial losses rather than looking at any one piece in isolation.

Fault Is Disputed or the Other Driver Blames You

If the drivers disagree about what happened, early evidence can become especially important. Washington

follows a comparative-fault rule. Under RCW 4.22.005, fault attributed to an injured claimant can

proportionately reduce an award of compensatory damages rather than automatically preventing recovery.

A car Personal Injury Lawyer accident lawyer can examine photographs, witness information, police reports,

vehicle damage, roadway conditions, traffic controls, Car accident lawyer Puyallup and other evidence that

may help explain how the collision occurred. The goal is not to assume who is responsible, but to develop

the clearest factual record possible.

https://puyallupcaraccidentlaw.com/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=4.22.005
https://laneglvi049.theburnward.com/what-happens-if-the-driver-who-hit-you-is-uninsured-or-underinsured-in-washington-2
https://codyzlrw077.opalvector.com/posts/what-evidence-can-strengthen-a-car-accident-claim-in-puyallup-4


The Insurance Company Wants a Recorded Statement or Quick
Settlement

Insurance companies begin investigating soon after many collisions. An adjuster may ask how the crash

happened, what injuries you have, where you are treating, or whether you are willing to settle.

John Forsythe's car accident FAQ advises people to be careful when communicating with the other driver's

insurer because statements can become part of the claim evaluation. A request for information does not

always mean the request is improper, but you should understand what is being requested and why before

giving detailed statements or signing documents you do not understand.

https://puyallupcaraccidentlaw.com/faq/


A lawyer can help separate routine claim information from questions that may affect disputed liability, injury

causation, damages, or the final resolution of the claim.

You Have Lost Income or Your Ability to Work Has Changed

Missing several days of work is different from an injury that affects weeks or months of employment. If the

collision limits work duties, causes extended time away, reduces hours, or creates uncertainty about future

earning ability, the financial-loss portion of the claim may require more detailed documentation.

Pay records, employer statements, tax records, medical restrictions, and other documentation may be

relevant depending on the circumstances. A lawyer can help identify what information is necessary to

explain the loss without overstating what can be proven.

There Are Multiple Vehicles, Commercial Drivers, or Complicated
Coverage Issues

Some collisions involve more than two passenger vehicles. Crashes involving commercial trucks, employers,

rideshare activity, multiple drivers, or several insurance policies may raise additional questions about

responsibility and available coverage.

John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Injured in

a car accident? Contact John Forsythe to discuss your case and learn about your legal options.

The Washington State Office of the Insurance Commissioner explains that auto policies can involve different

forms of liability, medical, property, uninsured/underinsured motorist, and other coverage. Its overview of

how auto insurance works is a useful starting point, but the actual policy language and facts control what

coverage is available.

The At-Fault Driver May Not Have Enough Insurance

A serious injury can exceed the liability limits available under the other driver’s policy. In that situation, an

injured person may need to determine whether other insurance applies.

Washington law addresses underinsured motorist coverage in RCW 48.22.030. Whether UIM coverage is

available in a particular claim depends on the policy, any written rejection, the limits purchased, and the

facts of the collision. A lawyer can review the available policies and help identify coverage questions that

need to be resolved.

John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Need

help after a crash? Speak with Puyallup car accident lawyer John Forsythe about your next steps.

You Are Unsure What the Claim Is Worth

There is no reliable settlement calculator for a car accident injury claim. The value can depend on liability,

the severity and duration of the Puyallup car accident lawyer injuries, medical expenses, lost income, future

treatment, insurance limits, and the way the injury has affected daily life.

That is why the firm’s personal injury services page describes claim preparation as documenting both

injuries and losses and building a clear picture of how the collision affected the client. A lawyer can evaluate

those factors together instead of relying on a single bill total or generalized settlement range.

https://www.insurance.wa.gov/insurance-resources/auto-insurance/how-auto-insurance-works/learn-how-auto-insurance-works
https://www.insurance.wa.gov/insurance-resources/auto-insurance/how-auto-insurance-works/learn-how-auto-insurance-works
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=48.22.030
https://penzu.com/p/e9161f78f075d5d1
https://puyallupcaraccidentlaw.com/services/


A Legal Deadline Could Become an Issue

Washington law places time limits on personal injury lawsuits. RCW 4.16.080 generally provides a three-year

limitation period for actions involving injury to a person. Other facts can affect deadlines, so the general

statute should not be treated as a substitute for advice about a specific claim.

There is also a practical reason not to wait too long. Evidence can become harder to obtain as time passes.

Vehicles are repaired, video may be overwritten, witnesses can become difficult to locate, and memories

fade.

What Can a Car Accident Lawyer Do Early in the Process?

Early involvement does not necessarily mean filing a lawsuit. A lawyer may begin by reviewing the facts,

identifying insurance coverage, preserving evidence, organizing medical and wage-loss documentation,

communicating with insurers, and explaining the choices that arise as the claim progresses.

John Forsythe has approximately 15 years of legal experience, including prior defense-side experience. His

personal injury practice at Campbell Barnett PLLC emphasizes direct attorney communication, so clients

know who is handling the claim and can communicate with that attorney throughout the process.

When Is It Reasonable to Schedule a Consultation?

Consider speaking with a car accident lawyer when you have meaningful injuries, ongoing medical care,

disputed fault, insurance pressure, substantial lost income, complicated coverage, or simply questions you

cannot confidently answer on your own. A consultation can help identify the issues that matter before you

make a final decision about representation.

If you were injured in Puyallup or a surrounding Puget Sound community, you can request a case evaluation

with John Forsythe and Campbell Barnett PLLC.

This article provides general information and is not legal advice. Whether an attorney is appropriate, what

deadlines apply, and what insurance or compensation may be available depend on the facts of the individual

matter.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/Rcw/default.aspx?cite=4.16.080
https://puyallupcaraccidentlaw.com/about/
https://puyallupcaraccidentlaw.com/contact/

