
Moving a vehicle across Lubbock, throughout Texas, or to another state requires careful planning, suitable
equipment, and dependable coordination. Cars, trucks, SUVs, motorcycles, classic automobiles, luxury vehicles,
and inoperable vehicles all have different transportation requirements. A standard sedan may be easy to load
onto a carrier, while a lifted truck, low-clearance sports car, or restored classic vehicle may require additional
preparation and specialized handling.

Professional Lubbock vehicle shippers simplify the process by evaluating each vehicle, selecting the appropriate
transport method, coordinating pickup and delivery, documenting condition, and using secure loading
procedures. Their goal is to move vehicles safely while reducing unnecessary mileage, driving time, and stress for
customers.

This guide explains how vehicle shippers transport different types of automobiles and what customers can expect
before, during, and after delivery.

Why Professional Vehicle Shipping Matters
Driving a vehicle over a long distance can involve fuel expenses, hotel stays, meals, tolls, lost work time, traffic
risks, and mechanical wear. A long road trip also adds mileage to the vehicle and may create difficulties for
families, businesses, students, and individuals with strict schedules.

Professional auto transport provides an alternative by allowing the vehicle to travel on a carrier while the owner
makes other arrangements. Experienced shippers coordinate the logistics and help address challenges involving:

Vehicle size and weight.

Pickup and delivery access.

Open or enclosed transportation.

Vehicle operating condition.

Loading and securement.

Weather and route conditions.

Inspection and documentation.

Communication during transit.

Proper planning is particularly important when transporting valuable, modified, oversized, fragile, or inoperable
vehicles.

Vehicle Evaluation Before Shipping
Before arranging transportation, a professional shipper gathers detailed information about the vehicle. This
information helps determine the type of carrier, loading equipment, trailer space, and handling procedures
needed for the shipment.

Customers should provide:

Vehicle make, model, and year.

Approximate length, height, width, and weight.

Operating condition.

Pickup and delivery locations.



Preferred transportation dates.

Vehicle modifications or accessories.

Ground clearance.

Tire and wheel condition.

Special handling requirements.

Accurate information is essential. A vehicle with oversized tires, a roof rack, a lift kit, a lowered suspension, or a
nonfunctional braking system may need different equipment than a standard automobile.

Open Vehicle Transport
Open transport is one of the most widely used methods for shipping cars, trucks, and SUVs. The vehicles are
loaded onto an open carrier that commonly transports several automobiles at the same time.

Open transport is often selected for:

Daily-use cars.

Family SUVs.

Pickup trucks.

Dealer inventory.

Online vehicle purchases.

Vehicles being moved during a household relocation.

The availability of open carriers can provide scheduling flexibility and competitive pricing. However, vehicles are
exposed to ordinary outdoor conditions such as dust, rain, wind, and road debris during transit.

Open transport is a practical choice for many vehicles, but customers should discuss their protection preferences
and the vehicle’s condition with the shipper before booking.

Enclosed Vehicle Transport
Enclosed transport places vehicles inside a covered trailer. The enclosed trailer provides additional protection
from weather, road debris, and public exposure.

This service may be appropriate for:

Classic and antique automobiles.

Luxury and exotic vehicles.

Restored cars.

Collector vehicles.

High-value sports cars.

Vehicles with delicate custom finishes.

Automobiles with significant sentimental value.

Enclosed shipping often costs more than open transport because enclosed carriers may have limited capacity and
require specialized handling. However, the additional protection may be valuable when maintaining the vehicle’s
appearance is a priority.



A professional shipper should explain the benefits of enclosed transport and help the customer decide whether
the additional cost is appropriate.

How Cars Are Safely Transported
Standard cars are generally easier to transport because their dimensions and operating systems are familiar to
most carriers. Even so, safe shipping requires several important steps.

Vehicle Preparation

The owner should remove personal belongings, valuables, loose accessories, and unnecessary items from the
vehicle. The exterior should be cleaned so existing scratches, dents, and paint damage are easy to identify.

The customer should also check the tires, battery, fuel level, and alarm system. If the car has mechanical
problems, leaks, low clearance, or unusual features, those details should be disclosed before pickup.

Inspection and Documentation

The carrier inspects the car before loading and records its existing condition on a condition report or bill of
lading. Photographs may also be taken from several angles.

The inspection commonly includes:

Body panels and paint.

Glass and lights.

Bumpers and mirrors.

Wheels and tires.

Visible accessories.

Mileage and fuel level.

The owner should review the report carefully and confirm that existing damage is described accurately.

Loading and Securement

Operational cars are typically driven onto the carrier by the driver or an authorized person. The vehicle is
positioned according to the carrier’s weight distribution and available space. Appropriate restraints are then used
to secure it during transit.

Customers should ask the shipper how the vehicle will be loaded and secured if the automobile has custom
wheels, delicate bodywork, low ground clearance, or other special features.

Transporting Pickup Trucks Safely
Pickup trucks are among the most frequently transported vehicles, but their size and weight can vary
considerably. A compact truck may fit standard carrier specifications, while a heavy-duty or modified truck may
require additional planning.

Before booking, tell the shipper whether the truck has:

A lift kit or lowered suspension.

Oversized tires.



A camper shell or tonneau cover.

Toolboxes or bed-mounted equipment.

Custom bumpers or running boards.

A winch or aftermarket grille.

Extended cab or long-bed dimensions.

Nonstandard ground clearance.

These features may affect the truck’s height, width, weight, or loading angle. Accurate measurements help the
carrier determine whether the vehicle can be transported on a standard trailer or requires specialized equipment.

Owners should also remove loose items from the truck bed and secure or remove accessories that could detach
during transit. If the truck has a camper or other large attachment, discuss whether it will remain installed during
transportation.

Transporting SUVs and Crossovers
SUVs and crossovers come in many sizes, from compact models to large three-row vehicles. Their height, width,
roof accessories, and weight can influence carrier placement and pricing.

Customers should disclose:

Roof racks and cargo boxes.

Oversized tires.

Lifted or lowered suspension.

Running boards and side steps.

Aftermarket bumpers.

Bike racks or trailer hitches.

Custom body modifications.

Removable accessories should generally be removed before pickup when possible. Roof-mounted equipment can
increase the vehicle’s height and may interfere with the carrier’s clearance requirements.

As with other vehicles, the SUV should be cleaned and photographed before loading. Existing damage should be
recorded on the inspection report.

Transporting Classic and Antique Vehicles
Classic and antique vehicles often require more careful preparation because of their age, condition, value, and
limited availability of replacement parts. Some may have delicate paint, custom interiors, modified braking
systems, or mechanical components that differ from modern vehicles.

Owners should discuss:

The vehicle’s running condition.

Ground clearance.

Battery and electrical systems.

Brake and steering functionality.

Custom bodywork and paint.



Loose trim or fragile accessories.

Recommended loading procedures.

Preferred open or enclosed transport.

Enclosed transport may be preferred for classic vehicles because it offers additional protection from weather and
road debris. Owners should also request detailed inspection photographs and ensure that all visible pre-existing
imperfections are documented before loading.

Transporting Luxury and Exotic Vehicles
Luxury and exotic vehicles may require additional protection because of their high value, specialized designs, low
ground clearance, and sensitive finishes. A carrier should have experience handling the specific type of vehicle
whenever possible.

Important considerations include:

Enclosed transportation.

Low-clearance loading equipment.

Specialized wheel restraints.

Protection for custom paint and carbon-fiber components.

Careful inspection and photography.

Secure storage if delivery is delayed.

Insurance documentation.

The owner should disclose any aftermarket modifications, special starting procedures, battery requirements, or
unusual controls. Clear instructions help the driver handle the vehicle properly.

Transporting Motorcycles and Specialty Vehicles
Motorcycles, recreational vehicles, golf carts, boats, and other specialty vehicles may require different equipment
from standard cars and trucks. Their shape, balance, tie-down points, and operating systems must be considered
before transport.

For motorcycles, the shipper may need to account for:

Handlebar width.

Fairings and windshields.

Side stands or center stands.

Custom exhaust systems.

Loose saddlebags or luggage.

Battery and fuel requirements.

Suitable wheel chocks and restraints.

Customers should identify all accessories and ask how the vehicle will be stabilized. Specialty vehicles Lubbock
car shippers should not be assumed to fit standard shipping procedures.

Transporting Inoperable Vehicles
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A vehicle that does not start, roll, steer, or brake requires additional planning. The carrier may need a winch, lift
gate, forklift, or other equipment to load and unload it safely.

Before pickup, tell the shipper:

Whether the engine starts.

Whether the transmission functions.

Whether the vehicle rolls freely.

Whether the steering works.

Whether the brakes function.

Whether the tires hold air.

Whether the battery is charged.

Whether the vehicle has body damage that affects loading.

Failure to disclose an inoperable condition may result in delays, equipment changes, or additional charges.
Detailed information allows the shipper to assign a carrier prepared for the vehicle.

Vehicle Inspection Before Pickup
The pre-transport inspection provides a record of the vehicle’s condition before it leaves Lubbock. The customer
should be present whenever possible and should review the carrier’s notes carefully.

Before the vehicle is loaded:

Wash the exterior.

Take photographs from all sides.

Capture close-ups of existing damage.

Check the roof, wheels, glass, lights, and mirrors.

Review the condition report.

Confirm that mileage and fuel level are accurate when recorded.

Make sure special instructions are written down.

Photographs should be clear, recent, and stored safely. They can help establish a comparison between pickup
and delivery conditions.

Safe Loading Procedures
Loading is one of the most important stages of vehicle transportation. The carrier must position the vehicle
correctly, account for ground clearance, and avoid contact with ramps, trailer surfaces, or other vehicles.

Professional loading may involve:

Checking ramp angles.

Using appropriate loading lanes.

Guiding the vehicle carefully onto the trailer.

Using a winch for non-running vehicles.

Protecting low body components.

Positioning the vehicle for balanced weight distribution.



Confirming that doors, windows, and loose parts are secure.

Customers should provide information about low spoilers, lowered suspensions, custom wheels, and other
features that may affect the loading angle.

Securement During Transit
After loading, the carrier secures the vehicle so it remains stable during braking, turning, acceleration, and
changing road conditions. The appropriate securement method may depend on the vehicle type, tires,
suspension, weight, and trailer design.

The carrier should ensure that:

The vehicle is positioned securely.

Restraints are attached to appropriate points.

The vehicle does not contact nearby vehicles.

Loose components are secured.

Doors and windows are properly closed.

Weight is distributed appropriately.

Specialty vehicles are stabilized according to their design.

Customers should ask questions if they have concerns about unusual wheels, custom suspension systems, fragile
components, or nonstandard tie-down points.

Open and Enclosed Safety Considerations
Both open and enclosed transport can be used for many types of vehicles. The appropriate choice depends on
the customer’s priorities and the vehicle’s condition.

Vehicle type Common transport option Important considerations Standard car Open transport Cost, route
availability, inspection, and normal outdoor exposure. Pickup truck Open or enclosed transport Size, weight, lift
kit, tires, bed accessories, and height. SUV Open or enclosed transport Vehicle dimensions, roof equipment, and
access restrictions. Classic vehicle Often enclosed transport Condition, ground clearance, fragile parts, and paint
protection. Luxury vehicle Often enclosed transport Value, low clearance, custom finishes, and specialized
handling. Inoperable vehicle Open or enclosed transport Winch, lift gate, steering, braking, tires, and loading
access.

Pickup and Delivery Location Planning
Large carriers need enough room to approach, stop, turn, load, and unload. Residential streets, apartment
communities, gated neighborhoods, rural roads, and commercial properties may have limitations.

Before pickup, inform the shipper about:

Narrow roads.

Low branches or overhead wires.

Steep driveways.

Gates or security checkpoints.

Construction zones.



Street parking restrictions.

Low-clearance entrances.

Limited turnaround space.

If the carrier cannot reach the exact address, the shipper may arrange a nearby meeting point. Possible locations
include a large parking lot, dealership, terminal, commercial property, or accessible public street.

Door-to-door service generally means the vehicle is transported as close as safely possible to the requested
address. It does not always mean that a large carrier can stop directly in front of a home.

Communication During Transportation
Communication helps customers remain informed while their vehicles are in transit. A professional shipper should
provide the carrier’s contact information or explain how shipment updates will be shared.

Customers may receive information about:

Carrier assignment.

Pickup timing.

Loading completion.

Estimated delivery.

Route delays.

Weather-related changes.

Delivery location adjustments.

Long-distance shipments can be affected by traffic, weather, mechanical issues, and other customer stops.
Reliable communication helps the owner understand changes and make alternative arrangements when needed.

Insurance and Transportation Documents
Customers should ask about the carrier’s insurance before booking. They should understand what is covered
during loading, transportation, unloading, and delivery.

Important documents may include:

Written shipping estimate.

Booking confirmation.

Carrier contact information.

Bill of lading.

Vehicle condition report.

Insurance information.

Payment records.

Delivery inspection notes.

Customers should ask about exclusions, deductibles, personal belongings, and claims procedures. Personal items
are commonly excluded from vehicle transport coverage, so they should be removed Lubbock auto transport
before pickup.
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Delivery Inspection Procedures
At delivery, the customer should inspect the vehicle before signing the final paperwork. Choose a location with
sufficient lighting and room to walk around the vehicle.

Compare the vehicle with the original condition report and pickup photographs. Check:

Body panels and paint.

Windows and lights.

Mirrors and bumpers.

Wheels and tires.

Doors, trunk, and hood.

Roof and accessories.

Interior condition when applicable.

If new damage is discovered, photograph it immediately and describe it on the delivery paperwork before
signing. Contact the shipper promptly and follow the written claims process.

Even when the vehicle arrives in good condition, a complete inspection helps confirm that the shipment has been
delivered properly.

Preparing Different Vehicles for Shipping

Cars

Remove personal belongings, wash the exterior, photograph existing damage, check tire pressure, and disclose
mechanical issues or modifications.

Trucks

Provide accurate dimensions and disclose lift kits, oversized tires, bed accessories, custom bumpers, toolboxes,
and other equipment. Remove loose items from the bed.

SUVs



Report roof racks, cargo boxes, running boards, custom wheels, suspension changes, and other features that may
affect height or loading.

Classic Vehicles

Discuss running condition, fragile components, paintwork, ground clearance, battery condition, and whether
enclosed transport is preferred.

Luxury and Specialty Vehicles

Ask about enclosed transport, specialized loading, securement methods, inspection photographs, and insurance
details.

Inoperable Vehicles

Explain whether the vehicle starts, rolls, steers, brakes, and has functioning tires. Confirm that the carrier has
suitable loading equipment.

Common Safety Mistakes to Avoid
Customers can help reduce transportation problems by avoiding several common mistakes.

Failing to Disclose Modifications

Lifted trucks, lowered cars, roof equipment, oversized tires, and custom body components can affect loading.
Disclose these features before receiving a quote.

Leaving Belongings in the Vehicle

Personal items may shift during transport or fall outside the carrier’s insurance coverage. Remove them before
pickup.

Skipping the Inspection

Inspection reports and photographs create an important record. Review the condition report at pickup and
delivery.

Using Inaccurate Dimensions

Incorrect dimensions may result in unsuitable equipment or additional charges. Provide accurate details about
vehicle size and accessories.

Ignoring Access Restrictions

Discuss narrow streets, gated locations, low clearance, and limited parking before the carrier is assigned.

Choosing the Lowest Quote Without Research

Price alone does not indicate reliable service. Compare communication, insurance information, equipment,
reviews, and written terms.

How to Choose a Reliable Lubbock Vehicle Shipper



When comparing auto transport providers, evaluate their overall service rather than focusing on one feature.

Look for experience with your vehicle type.

Request a detailed written estimate.

Ask whether the company serves your route regularly.

Confirm available open and enclosed options.

Discuss equipment for modified or inoperable vehicles.

Review insurance and claims procedures.

Ask how inspections are documented.

Check customer feedback across multiple platforms.

Confirm pickup and delivery procedures.

Evaluate the company’s responsiveness before booking.

A dependable shipper should answer questions clearly, provide realistic timeframes, and explain the customer’s
responsibilities.

Questions to Ask Before Booking
Before hiring a vehicle transportation company, ask:

Do you regularly transport cars, trucks, SUVs, and specialty vehicles?

Can you accommodate my vehicle’s size and condition?

Which transport method do you recommend?

Will the vehicle be transported directly or assigned to another carrier?

What type of loading and securement equipment will be used?

What is included in the price?

Can the estimate change after booking?

What insurance applies during transportation?

How will existing damage be documented?

How will I receive updates?

What happens if the carrier cannot access the address?

What happens if the vehicle is delayed?

What are the cancellation and rescheduling policies?

The answers should be consistent with the written agreement. If important details remain unclear, request
clarification before making a payment.

Benefits of Professional Vehicle Handling
Professional vehicle shipping offers several practical advantages for customers in Lubbock and beyond.

Less driving time and reduced travel fatigue.

Lower mileage added to the vehicle.

Convenient transportation during a relocation.

Specialized handling for certain vehicle types.



Professional pickup and delivery coordination.

Documented vehicle condition.

Reduced pressure on families, businesses, and individuals.

Options for open, enclosed, expedited, or specialty transport.

For businesses, professional shipping can also support dealership inventory, fleet movement, auction purchases,
and customer deliveries.

Final Safety Checklist
Before the vehicle leaves Lubbock, confirm that:

The company has accurate vehicle information.

The carrier has suitable equipment.

The transport method is appropriate.

Personal belongings have been removed.

Existing damage has been photographed.

The condition report is accurate.

The necessary keys have been provided.

Pickup and delivery contacts are confirmed.

Insurance details are understood.

Delivery inspection procedures are clear.

Conclusion
Lubbock vehicle shippers safely transport cars, trucks, SUVs, and specialty vehicles by matching each shipment
with suitable equipment, careful loading procedures, securement methods, documentation, and route
coordination. Standard cars may require straightforward open transport, while lifted trucks, luxury automobiles,
classic vehicles, motorcycles, and inoperable cars may need specialized handling.

The customer’s role is also important. Providing accurate information, preparing the vehicle, removing personal
belongings, documenting existing damage, reviewing the shipping documents, and inspecting the vehicle at
delivery can help create a smoother experience.

Contact Us:

Lubbock Auto Transport

(806) 414-1655


